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PREFACE.

Tas work was originally meant to be a continuation of the
series ¢ Electromagnetic Induction and its Propagation,”
published in The Electrician in 1885-6-7, but left unfinished.
‘Owing, however, to the necessity of much introductory
repetition, this plan was at once found -to be impracticable,
and was, by request, greatly modified. The result is some-
thing approaching a connected treatise on electrical theory,
though without the strict formality usually associated with
a treatise. Ags critics cannot always find time to read more
than the preface, the following remarks may serve to direct
their attention to some of the leading points in this volume.
The first chapter will, I believe, be found easy to read,
and may perhaps be useful to many men who are aceustomed
to show that they are practical by exhibiting their ignorance
of the real meaning of scientific and mathematical methods
of enquiry. .
The second chapter, pp. 20 to 131, consists of an outline
scheme of the fundamentals of electromagnetic theory from
the Faraday-Maxwell point of view, with some small modifi-
cations and extensions upon Maxwell’s equations. It is done
in terms of my rational units, which furnish the only way ot
carrying out the idea of lines and tubes of force in a con-
sistent and intelligible manner. It is also done mainly in
terms of vectors, for the sufficient reason that vectors are
the main subject of investigation. It is also done in the
duplex form I introduced in 1885, whereby the electric and
A
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magnetic sides of electromagnetism are symmetrically ex-
hibited and connected, whilst the ¢ forces” and ¢ fluxes”
are the objects of immediate attention, instead of the
potential functions which are such powerful aids to obscuring
and complicating the subject, and hiding from view useful
and sometimes important relations.

The third chapter, pp. 132 to 805, is devoted to vector
algebra and analysis, in the form used by me in my former
papers. As I have at the beginning and end of this chapter
stated my views concerning the unsuitability of quaternions
for physical requirements, and my preference for a vector
algebra which is based upon the vector and is dominated by
vectorial ideas instead of quaternionic, it is needless to say
more on the point here. But I must add that it has been
gratifying to discover among mathematical physicists a con-
siderable and rapidly growing appreciation of vector algebra
on these lines; and moreover, that students who had found
quaternions quite hopeless could understand my vectors very
well. Regarded as a treatise on vectorial algebra, this chap-
ter has manifest shortcomings. It is only the first rudiments
of the subject. Nevertheless, as the reader may see from the
applications made, it is fully sufficient for ordinary use in
the mathematical sciences where the Cartesian mathematics
is usually employed, and we need not trouble about more
advanced developments before the elements are taken up.
Now, there are no treatises on vector algebra in existence yet,
suitable for mathematical physics, and in harmony with the
Cartesian mathematics (a matter to which I attach the
greatest importance). I believe, therefore, that this chapter
may be useful as a stopgap. . "

The fourth chapter, pp. 806 to 466, is devoted to the
theory of plane electromagnetic waves, and, being mainly
descriptive, may perhaps be read with profit by many who
are unable to tackle the mathematical theory comprehen-
sively. It may be also useful to have results of mathematical
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reasoning expanded into ordinary language for the benefit of
mathematicians themselves, who are sometimes too apt to
work out results without a sufficient statement of their
meaning and effect. But it is only introductory to plane
waves. Some examples in illustration thereof have been
crowded out, and will probably be given in the next volume.
I have, however, included in the present volume the applica-
tion of the theory (in duplex form) to straight wires, and
also an account of the effects of self-induction and leakage,
which are of some significance in present practice as well
as in possible future developments. There have been some
very queer views promulgated officially in this country con-
cerning the speed of the current, the impotence of self-
induction, and other material points concerned. No matter
how eminent they may be in their departments, officials need
not be scientific men. It is not expected of them. But
should they profess to be, and lay down the law outside their
knowledge, and obstruct the spreading of views they cannot
understand, their official weight imparts a fictitious impor-
tance to their views, and acts most deleteriously in propagating
error, especially when their official position is held up as a
screen to protect them from criticism. But in other countries
there is, I find, considerable agreement with my views.

Having thus gone briefly through the book, it is desirable
to say a few words regarding the outline sketch of electro-
magneties in the second chapter. Two diverse opinions have
been expressed about it. On the one hand, it has been said
to be too complicated. This probably came from a simple-
minded man. On the other hand, it has been said to be too
simple. This objection, coming from a wise man, is of
weight, and demands some notice.

Whether a theory can be rightly described as oo simple
depends materially upon what it professes to be. The pheno-
mena involving electromagnetism may be roughly divided
into two clagses, primary and secondary. DBesides the main

A2
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primary phenomena, there is a large number of secondary
ones, partly or even mainly electromagnetic, but also trenching
upon other physical sciences. Now the question arises whether
it is either practicable or useful to attempt to construct a
theory of such comprehensiveness as to include the secondary
phenomena, and to call it the theory of electromagnetism. I
think not, at least at present. It might perhaps be done it
the secondary phenomena were thoroughly known; but their
theory is so much more debatable than that of the primary
phenomena that it would be an injustice to the latter to oo
closely amalgamate them. Then again, the expression of the
theory would be so unwieldy as to be practically useless; the
major phenomena would be apparently swamped by the minor.
It would, therefore, seem best not to attempt too much, but
to have a sort of abstract electromagnetic scheme for the
primary phenomena only, and have subsidiary extensions
thereof for the secondary. The theory of electromagnetism
is then a primary theory, a skeleton framework corresponding
to a possible state of things simpler than the real in innu-
merable details, but suitable for the primary effects, and
furnishing a guide to special extensions. From this point of
view, the theory cannot be expressed too simply, provided it
be a consistent scheme, and be sufficiently comprehensive to
gerve for a framework. I believe the form of theory in the
second chapter will answer the purpose. It is especially
useful in the duplex way of exhibiting the relations, which is
clarifying in complicated cases'as well as in simple ones. It
is essentially Maxwell’s theory, but there are some differences.
Some are changes of form only; for instance, the rationalisa-
tion effected by changing the units, and the substitution ot
the second circuital law for Maxwell’s equation of electro-
motive force involving the potentials, ete. But there is one
change in particular which raises a fresh question. What is
Maxwell’s theory ? or, What should we agree to understand
by Maxwell’s theory ?
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The first approximation to the answer is to say, There is
Maxwell’s book as he wrote it ; there is his text, and there
are his equations: together they make his theory. But when
we come to examine it closely, we find that this answer is
unsatisfactory. To begin with, it is sufficient to refer to
papers by physicists, written say during the twelve years
following the first publication of Maxwell’s treatise, to see
that there may be much difference of opinion as to what his
theory is. It may be, and has been, differently interpreted by
different men, which is a sign that it is not set forth in a per-
fectly clear and unmistakeable form. There are many obscuri-
ties and some inconsistencies. Speaking for myself, it was
only by changing its form of presentation that I was able to
see it clearly, and so as to avoid the inconsistencies. Now
there is no finality in a growing science. It is, therefore,
impossible to adhere strictly to Maxwell’s theory as he gave it
to the world, if only on account of its inconvenient form.
But it is clearly not admissible to make arbitrary changes in
it and still call it his. He might have repudiated them
utterly. But if we have good reason to believe that the
theory as stated in his treatise does require modification to
make it self-consistent, and to believe that he would have
admitted the necessity of the change when pointed out to him,
then I think the resulting modified theory may well be called
Maxwell’s.

Now this state of things is exemplified by his celebrated
circuital law defining the electric current in terms of magnetic
force. For although he did not employ the other, or second
circuital law, yet it may be readily derived from his equation
of electromotive force; and when this is done, and the law
made a fundamental one, we readily see that the change it
suffers in passing from the case of a stationary to that of a
moving medium should be necessarily accompanied by a
similar change in the first, or Maxwell’s circuital law. An
independent formal proof is unnecessary; the similarity of
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form and of the conditions of motion show that Maxwell’s
auxiliary term in the electromotive force, viz., VaB (the
motional electric force), where g is the velocity of the medium
and B the induction, requires the use of a similar auxiliary
term in the first circuital law, viz., VDq,.the motional
magnetic force, D being the displacement. And there is yet
another change sometimes needed. For whilst B is circuital,
so that a convective magnetic current does not appear in
the second circuital equation, D is not always circuital, and
convective electric current must therefore appear in the first
circuital equation. For the reason just mentioned, it is the
theory as thus modified that I consider to represent the true
Maxwellian theory, with the other small changes required to
make a fit. But further than this I should not like to go,
because, having made a fit, it is not necessary, and because it
would be taking too great a liberty o make additions without
the strongest reason to consider them essential.

The following example, which has been suggested to me
by remarks in Prof. Lodge’s recent paper on ¢ Aberration
Problems,” referring to a previous investigation of Prof. J. J.
Thomson, will illustrate the matter in question. It is known
that if V be the speed of light through ether, the speed
through a stationary transparent bodj', say water, is V/u, if p
is the refractive index. Now what is the speed when the
water is itself moving in the same direction as the light
waves? This is a very old problem. Fresnel considered that
the external ether was stationary, and that the ether was p?
times as dense in the water as outside, and that, when
moving, the water only carried forward with it the extra ether
it contained (or equivalently). This makes the speed of
light referred to the external ether be V/u+v(1 - p—2), if »
is the speed of the water. The experiments of Fizeau and
Michelson have shown that this result is at least approxi-
mately true, and there is other evidence to support Fresnel’s
hypothesis, at least in a generalised form. But, in the case
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of water, the additional speed of light due to the motion of
the water might be }v instead of (1 - p~2)v, without much
disagreement. Now suppose we examine the matter electro-
magnetically, and enquire what the increased speed through
a moving dielectric should be. If we follow Maxwell’s
equations literally, we shall find that the extra speed is 1v,
provided v/V is small. This actually seems to corroborate
the experimental results. But the argument is entirely a
deceptive one. Maxwell’s theory is a theory of propagation
through a simple medium. Fundamentally it is the ether,
but when we pass to a solid or liquid dielectric it is still to be
regarded as a simple medium in the same sense, because the
only change occurring in the equations is in the value of one
or both ethereal constants, the permittivity and inductivity—
practically only the first. Consequently, if we find, as above,
that when the medium is itself moved, its velocity is not
superimposed upon that of the velocity of waves through the
medium at rest, the true inference is that there is something
wrong with the theory. For all motion is relative, and it is
an axiomatic truth that there should be superimposition of
velocities, so that V/p+v should be the velocity in the above
case according to any rational theory of propagation through
a simple medium, the extra velocity being the full v, instead
of Jv. And, as a matter of fact, if we employ the modified
or corrected circuital law above referred to, we do obtain full
superimposition of velocities.

This example shows the importance of having a simply
expressed and sound primary theory. For if the auxiliary
hypotheses required to explain outstanding or secondary phe-
nomena be conjoined to an imperfect primary theory we shall
surely be led to wrong results. Whereas if the primary theory
be good, there is at least a chance of its extension by auxiliary
hypotheses being also good. The true conclusion from Fizeau
and Michelson’s results is that a transparent medium like
water cannot be regarded as (in the electromagnetic theory)
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a simple medium like the ether, at least for waves of light,
and that a secondary theory is necessary. Fresnel's sagacious
speculation is justified, except indeed as regards its form of
expression. The ether, for example, may be identical inside
and outside the body, and the matter slip through it without
gensibly affecting it. At any rate the evidence that this is the
case preponderates, the latest being Prof. Lodge’s experiments
with whirling dises, though on the other hand must not be
forgotten the contrary conclusion arrived at by Michelson as
to the absence of relative motion between the earth and sur-
rounding ether. But if the ether be stationary, Fresnel’s
speculation is roughly equivalent to supposing that the mole-’
culesof transparent matter act like little condensers in increas-
ing the permittivity, and that the matter, when in motion,
only carries forward the increased permittivity. But however
this matter may be finally interpreted, we must have a clear
primary theory that can be trusted within its limits. Whether
Maxwell's theory will last, as a sufficient and satisfactory
primary theory upon which the numerous secondary deve-
lopments required may be grafted, is a matter for the future
to determine. ILet it not be forgotten that Maxwell’s theory
is only the first step towards a full theory of the .ether; and,
moreover, that no theory of the ether can be complete that
does not fully account for the ommipresent force of gravi-
tation.

There is one other matter that demands notice in conclu-
sion. It is not long since it was taken for granted that the
common electrical units were correct. That curious and
obtrusive constant 4= was considered by some to be a sort of
blessed dispensation, without which all electrical theory would
fall to pieces. I believe that this view is now nearly extinct,
and that it is well recognised that the 4= was an unfortunate
and mischievous mistake, the source of many evils. In plain
English, the common system of electrical units involves an
irrationality of the same kind as would be brought into the
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metric system of weights and measures, were we to define
the unit area to be the area, not of a square with unit side,
but of a circle of unit diameter. The constant = would then
obtrude itself into the area of a rectangle, and everywhere
it should not be, and be a source of great confusion and
inconvenience. So it is in the common electrical units,
which are truly irrational. Now, to make a mistake is easy
and natural to man. DBut that is not enough. The next
thing is to correct it. When a mistake has once been started,
it is not necessary to go on repeating it for ever and ever
with cumulative inconvenience. j

The B. A. Committee on Electrical Standards had to do
two kinds of work. There was the practical work of making
standards from the experimentally found properties of matter
(and ether). This has been done at great length, and with
much labour and success. But there was also the theoretical
work of fixing the relations of the units in a convenient,
rational, and harmonious manner. This work has not yet
been done. To say that they ought to do it is almost a
platitude. Who else should do it? To say that there is
not at present sufficient popular -demand for the change does
not seem very satisfactory. Is it not for leaders to lead ?
And who should lead but the men of light and leading who
have practical influence in the matter ?

Whilst, on the one hand, the immense benefit to be gained
by rationalising the units requires some consideration to fully
appreciate, it is, on the other hand, very easy to overestimate
the difficulty of making the change. Some temporary incon-
venience is necessary, of course. For a time there would be
two sorts of ohms, &c., the old style and the new (or rational).
But it is not a novelty to have two sorts of ohms. There
have been several already. Remember that the number of
standards in present existence is as nothing to the number
going to be made, and with ever increasing rapidity, by reason
of the enormously rapid extension of electrical industries.
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Old style instruments would very soon be in a minority, and
then disappear, like the pins. I do not know that there is a
more important practical question than this one of rational-
ising the units, on account of its far-reaching effect, and
think that whilst the change could be made now with ease
(with a will, of course), it will be far more troublesome if
put off until the general British units are reformed; even
though that period be not so distant as it is customary to
believe. = Electricians should set a good example.

The reform which I advocate is somewhat similar to the
important improvement made by chemists in ¢heir units
about a quarter of a century ago. One day our respected
master informed us that it had been found out that water
was not HO, as he had taught us before, but something
else. It was henceforward to be H,0. This was strange
at first, and inconvenient, for so many other formule had
to be altered, and new books written. But no one questions
the wisdom of the change. Now observe, here, that the
chemists, when they found that their atomic weights were
wrong, and their formule irrational, did not ery ¢ Too late,”
ignore the matter, and ask Parliament to legalise the old
erroneous weights! They went and set the matter right.
Verb. sap. ‘

Deceumsrr 16, 1893.
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CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTION.

§ 1. Preliminary Remarks.—The main object of the series of
articles of which this is the first, is to continue the work en-
titled ‘¢ Electromagnetic Induction and its Propagation,” com-
menced in Z%e Electrician on January 3, 1885, and continued to
the 46th Section in September, 1887, when the great pressure
on space and the want of readers appeared to necessitate its
abrupt discontinuance. (A straggler, the 47th Section, appeared
December 31, 1887.) Perhaps there were other reasons than
those mentioned for the discontinuance. We do not dwell in
the Palace of Truth. But, as was mentioned to me not long
since, “ There is a time coming when all things shall be found
out.” T am not so sanguine myself, believing that the well in
which Truth is said to reside is really a bottomless pit.

The particular branch of the subject which I was publishing
in the summer of 1887 was the propagation of electromagnetic
waves along wires through the dielectric surrounding them.
This is itself a large and many-sided subject. Besides a
general treatment, its many-sidedness demands that special

- cases of interest should receive separate full development. In
general, the mathematics required is more or less of the charac-
ter sometimes termed transcendental. This is a grandiloquent
word, suggestive of something beyond human capacity to find
out; a word to frighten timid people into believing that it is
all speculation, and therefore unsound. I do not know where
transcendentality begins. You can find it in arithmetic. But
never mind the word. What is of more importance is the fact

that the interpretation of transcendental formulee is sometimes
B
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very laborious. Now the rcal object of true naturalists, in
Sir W. Thomson’s meaning of the word, when they employ
mathematics to assist them, is not to make mathematical exer-
cises (though that may be necessary), but to find out the con-
nections of known phenomena, and by deductive reasoning, to
obtain a knowledge of hitherto unknown phenomena. Any-
thing, therefore, that aids this, possesses a value of its own wholly
apart from immediate or, indeed, any application of the kind
eommonly termed practical. There is, however, practicality in
theory as well as in practice. The very useful word * practi-
eian” has lately come into use. It supplies a want, for it is
evident the moment it is mentioned that a practician need not
be a practical man; and that, on the other hand, it may happen
occasionally that a man who is not a practician may still be
quite practical.

§2. Now, I was so fortunate as to discover, during the
examination of a practical telephonic problem, that in a certain
case of propagation along a conducting circuit through a con-
ducting dielectric, the transcendentality of the mathematics
automatically vanished, by the distorting effects on an electro-
magnetic wave, of the resistance of the conductor, and of the
conductance of the dielectric, being of opposite natures, so that
they neutralised one another, and rendered the circuit non-
distortional or distortionless. The mathematics was reduced,
in the main, to simple algebra, and the manner of transmission
of disturbances could be examined in complete detail in an
elementary manner. Nor was this all. The distortionless
circuit could be itself employed to enable us to understand the
inner meaning of the transcendental cases of propagation, when
the distortion caused by the resistance of the circuit makes the
mathematics more dificult of interpretation. For instance, by
a study of the distortionless circuit we are enabled to see not
only that, but also why, self-induction is of such great import-
ance in the transmission of rapidly-varying disturbances in
preserving their individuality and preventing them from being
attenuated to nearly nothing before getting from one end of a
long circuit to the other ; and why copper wires are so success-
ful in, and iron wires so prejudicial to effective, long-distance
telephony. These matters were considered in Sections 40 to
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45 (June, July, August, 1887) of the work I have referred to,
and Sections 46, 47 contain further developments.

§ 3. But that this matter of the distortionless circuit has,
directly, important practical applications, is, from the purely
scientific point of view, a mere accidental circumstance. Per-
haps a more valuable property of the distortionless circuit is,
that it is the Royal Road to electromagnetic waves in general,
especially when the transmitting medium is a conductor as well
as a dielectric. I have somewhat developed this matter in the
Phil. Mag., 1888-9. Fault has been found with these articles
that they are hard to read. They were harder, perhaps, to
write. The necessity of condensation in a journal where space
is 50 limited and so valuable, dealing with all branches of physi-
cal science, isimperative. What ¢s an investigator to do, when
he can neither find acceptance of matter in a comparatively
elementary form by journals of a partly scientific, partly tech-
nical type, with many readers, nor, in a more learned form, by a
purely scientific journal with comparatively few readers, and
little space to spare? To get published at all, he must con-
dense greatly, and leave out all explanatory matter that he
possibly can. Otherwise, he may be told his papers are more
fit for publication in book form, and are therefore declined.

There is a third course, of course, viz., to keep his investiga-
tions to himself. But that does not answer, in a general way,
though it may do so sometimes. It is like putting away seed
in 2 mummy case, instead of planting it, and letting it take its
chance of growing to a useful plant. There is nothing like
publication and free criticism for utility. I can see only one
good excuse for abstaining from publication when no obstacle
presents itself. You may grow your plant yourself, nurse it
carefully in a hot-house, and send it into the world full-grown.
But it cannot often occur that it is worth the trouble taken,
As for the secretiveness of a Cavendish, that is utterly inex-
cusable ; it is a sin. It is possible to imagine the case of a man
being silent, either from a want of confidence in himself, or
from disappointment at the reception given to, and want of
appreciation of, the work he gives to the world ; few men have
an unbounded power of persistence ; but to make valuable dis-

coveries, and to hoard them up as Cavendish did, without any
’ BY2
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valid reason, seems one of the most criminal acts such a man
could be guilty of. This seems strong language, but as Prof. Tait
tells us that it is almost criminal not to know several foreign
languages, which is a very venial offence in the opinion of others,
it seems necessary to employ strong language when the crimi-
nality is more evident. (See, on this point, the article in Z%e
Electrician, November 14, 1890. It is both severe and logical.)

§ 4. T had occasion, just lately, to use the word “ naturalist.”
The matter involved here is worthy of parenthetical considera-
tion. Sir W. Thomson does not like * physicist,” nor, T think,
“scientist” either. It must, however, be noted that the
naturalist, as at present generally understood, is a student of
living nature only. He has certainly no exclusive right to so
excellent a name. On the other hand, the physicist is a
student of inanimate nature, in the main, so that he has no
exclusive right to the name, either. Both are naturalists. But
their work is so different, and their type of mind also so
different, that it seems very desirable that their names should
be differentiated, and that * naturalist,” comprehending both,
should be subdivided. Could not one set of men be induced to call
themselves organists? We have organic chemistry, and organisms,
and organic science ; then why not crganists? Perhaps, how-
ever, organists might not care to be temporarily confounded
with those members of society who earn their living by setting a
cylinder in rotatory motion. If so, thereis another good name,
viz., vitalist, for the organist, which would not have any ludic-
rous association. Then about the other set of men. Are they
not essentially students of the properties of matter, and there-
fore materialists? That ¢“materialist” is the right name is
obvious at a glance. Here, however, a certain suppositious
evil association of the word might militate against its adoption.
But this would be, I think, an unsound objection, for I do not
think there is, or ever was, such a thing as a materialist, in
the supposed evil sense. Let that notion go, and the valuable
word “materialist” be put to its proper use, and be dignified
by association with an honourable body of men.

Buffon, Cuvier, Darwin, were typical vitalists.
Newton, Faraday, Maxwell, were typical materialists.
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All were naturalists. For my part I always admired the old-
fashioned term ‘“natural philosopher.” It wasso dignified, and
raised up visions of the portraits of Count Rumford, Young,
Herschel, Sir H. Davy, &c., usually highly respectable-looking
elderly gentlemen, with very large bald heads, and much
wrapped up about the throats, sitting in their studies ponder-
ing calmly over the secrets of nature revealed to them by their
experiments. There are no natural philosophers now-a-days.
How is it possible to be a natural philosopher when a Salvation
Army band is performing outside ; joyously, it may be, but not
most melodiously ¢ But I would not disparage their work ; it
may be far more important than his.

§5. Returning to electromagnetic waves. Maxwell’s in-
imitable theory of dielectric displacement was for long gene-
rally regarded as a speculation. There was, for many years, an
almost complete dearth of interest in the unverified parts of
Maxwell’s theory. Prof. Fitzgerald, of Dublin, was the most
prominent of the very few materialists (if I may use the word)
who appeared to have a solid faith in the electromagnetic theory
of the ether ; thinking about it and endeavouring to arrive at an
idea of the nature of diverging electromagnetic waves, and how to
produce them, and to calculate the loss of energy by radiation.
An important, step was then made by Poynting, establishing the
formula for the flow of emergy. Still, however, the theory
wanted experimental proof. Three years ago electromagnetic
waves were nowhere. Shortly after, they ‘were everywhere.
This was due to a very remarkable and unexpected event,
no less than the experimental discovery by Hertz, of Karlsruhe
(now of Bonm), of the veritable actuality of electromagnetic
waves in the ether. And it never rains but it pours ; for whilst
Hertz with his resonating circuit was working in Germany
{where one would least expect such a discovery to be made, if one
judged only by the old German electro-dynamic theories), Lodge
was doing in some respects similar work in England, in connec-
tion with the theory of lightning conductors. These researches,
followed by the numerous others of Fitzgerald and Trouton,
J. J. Thomson, &c., have dealt a death-blow to the electro-
dynamic speculations of the Weber-Clausius type (to mention
only the first and one of the last), and have given to Maxwell’s
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theory just what was wanted in its higher parts, more experi-
mental basis. The interest excited has been immense, and the
theorist can now write about electromagnetic waves without in-
curring the reproach that he is working out a mere paper theory.
The speedy recognition of Dr. Hertz by the Royal Society is a
very unusual testimony to the value of his researches.

At the same time I may remark that to ene who had care-
fully examined the nature of Maxwell’s theory, and looked into
its consequences, and seen how rationally most of the pheno-
mena of electromagnetism were explained by it, and how it
furnished the only approximately satisfactory (paper) theory of
light known ; to such a one Hertz’s demonstration came as a
matter of course—only it came rather unexpectedly.

§ 6. It is not by any means to be concluded that Maxwell
spells Finality. There is no finality. It cannot even be accu-
rately said that the Hertzian waves prove Maxwell’s dielectric
theory completely. The observations were very rough indeed,
when compared with the refined tests in other parts of electrical
science, The important thing proved is that electromagnetic
waves in the ether at least approximately in aceordance with
Maxwell’s theory are a reality, and that the Faraday-Maxwellian
method is the correct one. The other kind of electrodynamic
speculation is played out completely. There will be plenty of
room for more theoretical speculation, but it must now be of
the Maxwellian type, to be really useful.

§ 7. In what is to follow, the consideration of electromagnetic
waves will (perhaps) occupy a considerable space. How much
depends entirely upon the reception given to the articles.
Mathematics is at a discount, it seems, Nevertheless, as the
subject is intrinsically a mathematical one, I shall not scruple
to employ the appropriate methods when required. The reader
whose scientific horizon is bounded entirely by commercial con-
siderations may as well avoid these articles. Speaking without
prejudice, matter more to his taste may perhaps be found under
the heading TRADE NoTICES.* Sunt quos curriculo.

Ishall, however, endeavour to avoid investigations of a com-
plex character ; also, when the methods and terms used are not

* Referring to The Electrician, in which this work first appeared.
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generally known I shall explain them. Considering the lapse
of time since the discontinuance of E.M.I. and its P. it would
be absurd to jump into the middle of the subject all at once. It

. must, therefore, be gradually led up to. I shall, therefore, in
the next place make a few remarks upon mathematical investi-
gations in general, a subject upon which there are many popular
delusions current, even amongst people who, one would think,
should know better.

§ 8. There are men of a certain type of mind who are never
wearied with gibing at mathematics, at mathematicians, and at
mathematical methods of inquiry. It goes almost without say-
ing that these men have themselves little mathematical bent.
I believe this to be a general fact ; but, as a fact, it does not
explain very well their attitude towards mathematicians. The
reason seems to lie deeper. How does it come about, for in-
stance, that whilst they are themselves so transparently ignorant
of the real nature, meaning, and effects of mathematical investi-
gation, they yet lay down the law in the most confident and
self-satisfied manner, telling the mathematician what the nature
of his work is (or rather is not), and of its erroneousness and
inutility, and so forth? Itis quite asif they knew all about it.

It reminds one of the professional paradoxers, the men who
want to make you believe that the ratio of the circumference
to the diameter of a circle is 3, or 3:125, or some other nice
eagy number (any but the right one) ; or that the earth is flat,
or that the sun is a lump of ice ; or that the distance of the
moon is exactly 6 miles 500 yards, or that the speed of the
current varies as the square of the length of the line. They,
too, write as if they knew all about it! Plainly, then, the
anti-mathematician must belong to the same class as the
paradoxer, whose characteristic is to be wise in his ignorance,
whereas the really wise man is ignorant in his wisdom. But
this matter may be left for students of mind to settle. What
is of greater importance is that the anti-mathematicians some-
times do a deal of mischief. For there are many of a neutral
frame of mind, little acquainted themselves with mathematical
methods, who are sufficiently impressible to be easily taken in
by the gibers and to be prejudiced thereby ; and, should
they possess some mathematical bent, they may be hindered
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by their prejudice from giving it fair development. We
eannot all be Newtons or Laplaces, but that there is an
immense amount, of moderate mathematical talent lying latent
in the average man I regard as a fact ; and even the moderate
development implied in a working knowledge of simple alge-
braical equations can, with common-sense to assist, be not
only the means of valuable mental discipline, but even be of
commercial importance (which goes a long way with some
people), should one’s occupation be a branch of engineering for
example.

§9. “Mathematics is gibberish.” Little need be said about
this statement. It is only worthy of the utterly illiterate.

““What is the use of it? It is all waste of time. Better be
doing something useful. Why, you might be inventing a new
dynamo in the time you waste over all that stuff.” Now,
similar remarks to these I have often heard from fairly intelli-
gent and educated people. They don’t see the use of it, that is
plain. That is nothing ; what is to the point is that they con-
elude that it is of no use. For it may be easily observed that
the parrot-cry * What’s the use of it #” does not emanate in a
humble spirit of inquiry, but on the contrary, quite the reverse.
You can see the nose turn up.

But what is the use of it, then? Well, itis quite certain that
if a person has no mathematical talent whatever he had really
better be doing something * useful,” that is to say, something
else than mathematics, (inventing a dynamo, for instance,) and
not be wasting his time in (g0 to speak) trying to force a crop
of wheat on the sands of the sea-shore. This is quite a personal
question. Every mind should receive fair development (in
good directions) for what it is capable of doing fairly well.
People who do not cultivate their minds have no conception of
what they lose. They become mere eating and drinking and
money-grabbing machines. And yet they seem happy! There
is some merciful dispensation at work, no doubt.

¢« Mathematics is a mere machine. You can’t get anything
out of it that you don’t put in first. You put it in, and then
just grind it out again. You can’t discover anything by
mathematics, or invent anything. You can’t get more than a
pint out of a pint pot.” And so forth.
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It is scarcely credible to the initiated that such statements
could be made by any person who could be said to have an in-
tellect. But I have heard similar remarks from really talented -
men, who might have fair mathematical aptitude themselves,
though quite undeveloped. The fact is, the statements contain
at once a profound truth, and a mischievous fallacy. That the
fallacy is not self-evident affords an excuse for its not being
perceived even by those who may (perhaps imperfectly) recog-
nise the element of truth. But as regards the truth men-
tioned, I doubt whether the caviller has generally any distinet
idea of it either, or he would not express it so contemptuously
along with the fallacy.

§ 10. By any process of reasoning whatever (not fancy) you
cannot get any results that are not implicitly contained in the
material with which you work, the fundamental data and their
connections, which form the basis of your inquiry. You may
make mistakes, and so arrive at erroneous results from the
most correct data. Or the data may be faulty, and lead to
erroneous conclusions by the most correct reasoning. And in
general, if the data be imperfect, or be only true within cer-
tain limits hardly definable, the results can have but a limited
application. Now all this obtains exactly in mathematical
reasoning. It is in no way exempt from the perils of reasoning
in general. But why the mathematical reasoning should be
singled out for condemnation as mere machine work, dependent
upon what the machine is made to do, with a given supply of
material, is not very evident. The cause lies deep in the
nature of the anti-mathematician ; he has not recognised that
all reasoning must be, in a sense, mechanical, else it is not
sound reasoning at all, but vitiated by fancy.

Mathematical reasoning is, fundamentally, not different
from reasoning in general. And as by the exercise of the
reason discoveries can be made, why not by mathematical
reasoning? Whatever were Newton and the long array of
mathematical materialists who followed him doing all the time?
Making discoveries, of course, largely assisted by their mathe-
matics. I say nothing of the pure mathematicians. Their
discoveries are extensions of the field of mathematics itself—a
perfectly limitless field. I refer only to students of Nature on
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its material side, who have employed mathematics expressly
for the purpose of making discoveries. Some of the unmathe-
matical believe that the mathematician is merely engaged in
counting or in doing long sums; this probably arises from
reminiscences of their schooldays, when they were flogged
over fractions. Now this is only a part of his work, a some-
times necessary and very disagreeable part, which he would
willingly hand over to a properly trained computator. This
part of the work only concerns the size of the effects, but
it is the effects themselves to which I refer when I speak of
discoveries.

§11. Mathematics is reasoning about quantities. Even if
qualities are in question, it is their quantities that are subjected
to the mathematics. If there be something which cannot be
reduced to a quantity, or more generally to a definite function,
no matter how complex and involved, of any number of other
quantities which can be measured {(either actually, or in
imagination), then that something cannot be accurately reasoned
about, because it is in part unknown. Not unknown in the sense
in which a quantity is said to be unknown in algebra, when it
is virtually known because virtually expressible in terms of
known quantities, but literally unknown by the absence of
sufficient quantitative connection with the known. Thus only
the known can be accurately reasoned about. But this in-
cludes, it -will be observed, everything that can be deduced
from the known, without appeal to the unknown. The un-
known is not necessarily unknowable ; fresh knowns may make
the former unknowns become also known. The distinction is
a very important one. The limits of human knowledge are
ever shifting. But there must be an ultimate limit, because
we are a part of Nature, and cannot go beyond it. Beyond
this limit, the Unknown becomes the Unknowable, which it is
of little service to discuss, though it will always be a favourite
subject of speculation. But whatever is in this Universe can
be (or might be) found out, and therefore does not belong to
the unknowable. Thus the constitution of the middle of the
sun, or of the ether, or the ultimate nature of magnetisation,
or of universal gravitation, or of life, are not unknowable ; and
this statement is true, even though they should never be dis-
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covered. There are no inscrutables in Nature. By Faith only
can we go beyond—as far and where we please.

Human nature, or say a man, is a highly complex quantity.
We are compelled to take him in parts, and consider this or
that quality, and imagine it measured and brought into proper
connection with other qualities and external influences. Yet
a man, if we only knew him intimately enough, could be
formularised, and have his whole life-history developed. Even
the universe itself, if every law in action were thoroughly
known, could have its history, past, present, and to come,
formularised down to the minutest particulars, provided no
discontinuity or special act of creation occur. But even the
special act of creation could be formularised, and its effects
deduced, if we knew in what it consisted. And special acts of
creation might be going on continuously, involving continuous
changes in the laws of nature, and could be formularised, if
the acts of creation were known, or the—so to speak—law of
the discontinuities. The case is somewhat analogous to that
of impressed forces acting upon a dynamical system. The
behaviour of the system is perfectly definite and formularisable
80 long as no impressed forces act, and ceases to be definite if
unknown impressed forces act. But if the forces be also
known, then the course of events is again definitely formularis-
able. The assumption of a special act of creation, either now
or at any time, is merely a confession of ignorance. We have
no evidence of any such discontinuities. We cannot prove that
there have never been any; nor can we prove that the sun will
not rise to-morrow, or that the clock will not wind itself up
again when the weight has run down.

§12. Nearly all the millions, or rather billions, of human
beings who have peopled this earth have been content to go
through life taking things as they found them, and without
any desire to understand what is going on around them. Itis
exceedingly remarkable that the scientific spirit (asking how it
is done), which is so active and widespread at the present day,
should be of such recent origin. With a few exceptions, it
hardly existed amongst the Ancients (who would be more appro-
priately termed the Youngsters). It is a very encouraging fact
for evolutionists, leading them to believe that the evolution of
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man is not played out ; but that man is capable, intellectually,
of great development, and that the general standard will be
far higher in the future than at present.

Now, in the development of our knowledge of the workings
of Nature out of the tremendously complex assemblage of
phenomena presented to the scientific inquirer, mathematics
plays in some respects a very limited, in others a very impor-
tant part. Asregards the limitations, it is merely necessary. to
refer to the sciences connected with living matter, and to the
ologies generally, to see that the facts and their connections
are too indistinctly known to render mathematical analysis
practicable, to say nothing of the complexity. Facts are of
not much use, considered as facts. They bewilder by their
number and their apparent incoherency. Let them be digested
into theory, however, and brought into mutual harmony, and
it is another matter. Theory is the essence of facts. Without
theory scientific knowledge would be only worthy of the mad-
house.

In some branches of knowledge, the facts have been so far
refined into theory that mathematical reasoning becomes ap-
plicable on a most extensive scale. One of these branches is
Electromagnetism, that most extensive science which presents
such a remarkable two-sidedness, showing the electric and the
magnetic aspects either separately or together, in stationary
conditions, and a third condition when the electric and mag-
netic forces act suitably in dynamical combination, with equal
development of the electric and magnetic energies, the state of
electromagnetic waves.

It goes without saying that there are numerous phenomena
connected with electricity and magnetism which are very
imperfectly understood, and which have not been formularised,
except perhaps in an empirical manner. Such is particularly
the case where the sciences of Electricity and Chemistry meet.
Chemistry is, so far, eminently unmathematical (and therefore
a suitable study for men of large capacity, who may be nearly
destitute of mathematical talent—but this by the way), and it
appears to communicate a part of its complexity and vagueness
to electrical science whenever electrical phenomena which we
can study are accompanied by chemical changes. But generally
speaking, excepting electrolytic phenomena and other compli-
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cations (e.g., the transport of matter in rarefied media when
electrical discharges occur), the phenomena of electromagnetism
are, in the main, remarkably well known, and amenable to
mathematical treatment.

§13. Ohm (a distinguished mathematician, be it noted)
brought into order a host of puzzling facts connecting electro-
motive force and electric current in conductors, which all pre-
vious electricians had only succeeded in loosely binding together
qualitatively under some rather vague statements. Even as
late as 20 years ago, ‘“quantity” and * tension” were much used
by men who did not fully appreciate Ohm’s law. (Is it not
rather remarkable that some of Germany’s best men of genius
should have been, perhaps, unfairly treated? Ohm; Mayer;
Reis ; even von Helmholtz has mentioned the difficulty he had
in getting recognised. But perhaps it is the same all the
world over.) Ohm found that the results could be summed
up in such a simple law that he who runs may read it, and a
schoolboy now can predict what a Faraday then could only
guess at roughly. By Ohm’s discovery a large part of the
domain of electricity became annexed to. theory. Another
large part became virtually annexed by Coulomb’s discovery of
the law of inverse squares, and completely annexed by Green’s
investigations. Poisson attacked the difficult problem of in-
duced magnetisation, and his results, though differently
expressed, are still the theory, as a most important first
approximation. Ampére brought a multitude of phenomena
into theory by his investigations of the mechanical forces
between conductors supporting currents and magnets. Then
there were the remarkable researches of Faraday, the prince of
experimentalists, on electrostatics and electrodynamics and the
induction of currents. These were rather long in being brought
from the crude experimental state to a compact system, ex-
pressing the rcal essence. Unfortunately, in my opinion,
Faraday was not a mathematician. It canscarcely be doubted.
that had he been one, he would have been greatly assisted in
his researches, have saved himself much useless speculation,
and would have anticipated much later work. He would, for-
instance, knowing Ampére’s theory, by his own results have:
readily been led to Neumann’s theory, and the connected
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work of Helmholtz and Thomson. But it is perhaps too much
to expect a man to be both the prince of experimentalists and
a competent mathematician.

Passing over the other developments which were made in
the theory of electricity and magnetism, without striking new
departures, we come to about 1860. There was then a collec-
tion of detached theories, but loosely connected, and embedded
in a heap of unnecessary hypotheses, scientifically valueless, and
entirely opposed to the spirit of Faraday’s ways of thinking,
and, in fact, to the spirit of the time. All the useless hypo-
theses had to be discarded, for one thing; a complete and
harmonious theory had to be made up out of the useful re-
mainder, for another; and, in particular, the physics of the
subject required to be rationalised, the supposed mutual attrac-
tions or repulsions of electricity, or of magnetism, or of elements
of electric currents upon one another, abolished, and electro-
magnetic effects accounted for by continuous actions throngh
a medium, propagated in time. All this, and much more, was
done. The crowning achievement was reserved for the heaven-
sent Maxwell, a man w 3e fame, great as it is now, has, com-
paratively speaking, yet to come.

s

§14. It will have been observéd that I have said next to
nothing upon the study of pure.mathematics ; this is a matter
with which we are not concerned. But that I have somewhat
dilated (and I do not think needlessly) upon the advantages
attending the use of mathematical methods by the materialist
to assist him in his study of the laws governing the material
universe, by the proper co-ordination of known and the dis-
covery of unknown (but not unknowable) phenomena.

It was discovered by mathematical reasoning that when an
electric current is started in a wire, it begins entirely upon its
skin, in fact upon the outside of its skin; and that, in conse-
quence, sufficiently rapidly impressed fluctuations of the current
keep to the skin of the wire, and do not sensibly penetrate to
its interior.

Now very few (if any) unmathematical electricians can
understand this fact ; many of them neither understand it nor
believe it. Even many who do believe it do so, I believe, simply
‘because they are told so, and not because they can in the least
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feel positive about its truth of their own knowledge. As an
eminent practician remarked, after prolonged scepticism, * When
Sir W. Thomson says so, who can doubt it?” What a world of
worldly wisdom lay in that remark !

Now I do admire this characteristically stubborn English way
of being determined not to be imposed upon by any absurd
theory that goes against all one’s most cherished convictions,
and which cannot be properly understood without mathe-
matics. For without the mathematics, and with only the
sure knowledge of Ohm’s law and the old-fashioned notions
concerning the function of a conducting wire to guide one, no
one would think of such a theory. It is quite preposterous
from this point of view. Nevertheless, it is true; and the
view was not put forward as a hypothems, but as a plain matter
of fact.

The case in question is one in which we can be very sure of
all the fundamental data of any importance, and the laws con- -
- cerned. We can, for instance, by straightforward experiment,
especially with properly constructed mduotlon balances ad-
mitting of exact interpretation of rest’ !} readily satisfy our-
selves that a high degree of accuracy must obtain not merely
for Obm’s law, but also for ku.aday’s law of E.M.F. in circuits,
and even in iron for Poisson’s law of induced magnetisation,
within certain limits. We have, therefore, all the conditions
wanting for the successful application of mathematical reasoning
of a precise character, and justification for the confidence that
mathematicians can feel in the results theoretically deduced in
a legitimate manner, however difficult it may be to give an
easily intelligible account of their meaning to the unmathe-
matical.

This, however, I will say for the sceptic who has the courage
of his convictions, and writes openly against what is, to him,
pure nonsense. He is doing, in his way, good service in the
cause of truth and the advancement of scientific knowledge, by
stimulating interest in the subject and causing people to inquire
and read and think about these things, and form their own
judgment if possible, and modify their old views if they should
be found wanting. Nothing is more useful than open and free
criticism, and the truly earnest and disinterested student of
science always welcomes it.
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§15. The following may assist the unmathematical reader to
an understanding of the subject. It is not demonstrative, of
course, but is merely descriptive. If, however, it be translated
into mathematical language and properly worked out, it will
be found to be demonstrative, and to lead to a complete theory
of the functions of wires in general.

Start with a very long solenoid of fine wire in eircuit with a
source of electrical energy. Let the material inside the solenoid
be merely air, that is to say, ether and air. If we examine the
nature of the fluctuations of current in the coil in relation to
the fluctuations of impressed force on it, we find that the cur-
rent in the coil behaves as if it were a material fluid possessing
inertia and moving against resistance. The fanatics of Ohm’s
law do not usually take into account the inertia. It is asif the
current in the coil could not move without simultaneously
setting into rotation a rigid material core filling the solenoid,
and free to rotate on its axis.

If we take the air out of the solenoid and substitute any other
non-conducting material for a core the same thing happens;
only the inertia varies with the material, according to its mag-
netic inductivity.

But if we use a conducting core we get new phenomena,
for we find that there is no longer a definite resistance and a
definite inertia. There is now frictional resistance in the core,
and this increases the effective resistance of the coil. At the:
same time the inertia is reduced.

On examining the theory of the matter (on the basis of’
Ohm’s law and Faraday’s law applied to the conducting core):
we find that we can now account for things (in our analogy) by
supposing that the rigid solid core first used is replaced by a.
viscous fluid core, like treacle. On starting a current in the-
coil it cannot now turn the core round bodily at once, but only
its external portion. In time, however, if the source of current
be steadily operating, the motion will penetrate throughout the-
viscous core, which will finally move as the former rigid core did.
If, however, the current in the coil fluctuate in strength very
rapidly, the corresponding fluctuations of motion in the core:
will be practically confined to its skin. The effective inertia is
reduced because the core does not move as a rigid body ; the-
effective resistance is increased by the viscosity generating heat..
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Now, returning to the solenoid, we have perfect symmetry
with respect to its axis, since the core is supposed to be exceed-
ingly long, and uniformly lapped with wire. The situation of
the source of energy, as regards the core itself, is plainly on its
boundary, where the coilis placed ; and it is therefore a matter
of common-sense that in the communication of energy to the
core either when the current is steady or when it varies, the
transfer of énergy takes place transversely, that is, from the
boundary to the axis, in planes perpendicular to the axis, and
therefore perpendicular to the current in the core itself. This
is confirmed by the electromagnetic equations.

But the electromagnetic equations go further than this, and
assert that the transference of energy in any isotropic electrical
conductor always takes place across the lines of conduction cur-
rent, and not merely in the case of a core uniformly lapped
with wire, where it is nearly self-evident that it must be so. This
is a very important result, being the post-finger pointing to a clear
understanding of electromagnetism. Passing to the case of a
very long straight round wire supporting an electric current, we
are bound to conclude that the transference of energy takes place
transversely, not longitudinally ; that is, across the wire instead
of along it. The source of energy must, therefore, first supply
the dielectric surrounding the wire before the substance of the
wire itself can be influenced ; that is, the dielectric must be
the real primary agent in the electromagnetic phenomena con-
nected with the electric current in the wire.

Beyond this transverse transference of energy, there does
not, however, at first sight, appear to be much analogy between
the case of the solenoid with a core and the straight wire in a
dielectric. The source of energy in one case is virtually brought
right up to the surface of the core in a uniform manner. Butin
the other case the source of energy—the battery, for instance—
may be miles away at one end of the wire, and there is no
immediately obvious uniform application of the source to the
skin of the wire. But observe that in the former case the
magnetic force is axial, and the electric current circular, whilst
in the latter case the electric current (in the straight wire) is
axial and the magnetic force circular. Now an examination
of the electromagnetic equations shows that the conditions of

propagation of axial magnetic force and circular current are the
o
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same as those for axial current and circular magnetic force.
We therefore further conclude that (with the exchanges made)
the phenomena concerned in the core of the solenoid and in
the long straight wire are of the same character.

Furthermore, if we go into detail, and consider the influence
of the surroundings of the wire (which go to determine the
value of the inductance of the circuit) we shall find that not
only is the character of the phenomena the same, but that they
may be made similar in detail (so as to be represented by
similar curves, for example).

The source of energy, therefore, is virtually transferred
instantly from its real place to the whole skin of the wire, over
which it is uniformly spread, just as in the case of the con-
ducting core within a solenoid.

§16. So far we can go by Ohm’s law and Faraday’s law of
E.M.F., and, if need be, Poisson’s law of induced magnetisa-
tion (or its modern equivalent practically). But it is quite
impossible to stop here. Even if we had no knowledge of
electrostatics and of the properties of condensers, we should,
* by the above course of inquiry, be irresistibly led to a theory
of transmission of electrical disturbances through a medium
surrounding the wire, instead of through the wire. Maxwell’s
theory of dielectric displacement furnishes what is wanted to
explain results which are in some respects rather unintelligible
when deduced in the above manner without reference to elec-
trostatic phenomena.

We learn from it that the battery or other source of energ
acts upon the dielectric primarily, producing electric displace-
ment and magnetic induction ; that disturbances are propa-
gated through the dielectric at the speed of light; that the
manner of propagation is similar to that of displacements and
motions in an incompressible elastic solid; that electrical
conductors act, as regards the internal propagation, not as
conductors but rather as obstructors, though they act as con-
ductors in another sense, by guiding the electromagnetic
waves along definite paths in space, instead of allowing them
to be immediately spread away to nothing by spherical en-
largement at the speed of light; that when we deal with
steady states, or only slowly varying states, involving immensely
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great wave length in the dielectric, the resulting magnetic
phenomena are just such as would arise were the speed
of propagation infinitely great instead of being finite; that
if we make our oscillations faster, we shall begin to get
signs of propagation in the manner of waves along wires, with,
however, great distortion and attenuation by the resistance of
the wires ; that if we make them much faster we shall obtain
a comparatively undistorted transmission of waves (as in long-
distance telephony over copper wires of low resistance); and
that if we make our oscillations very fast indeed, we shall have
practically mere skin conduction of the waves along the wires
at the speed of light (as in some of Lodge’s lightning-conductor
experiments, and more perfectly with Hertzian waves).

Now all these things have been worked out theoretically, and,
as is now well known, most of them have been proved experi-
mentally ; and yet I hear someone say that Hertz's experiments
don’t prove anything in particular !

Lastly, from millions of vibrations per second, proceed to
billions, and we come to light (and heat) radiation, which are, '
in Maxwell’s theory, identified with electromagnetic disturb-
ances. The great gap between Hertzian waves and waves of
light has not yet been bridged, but I do not doubt that it will
be done by the discovery of improved methods of generating
and observing very short waves.

c2



CHAPTER 1L

OUTLINE OF THE ELECTROMAGNETIC
CONNECTIONS.

Electric and Magnetic Force ; Displacement and Induction;
Elastivity and Permittivity, Inductivity and Reluctivity.

§ 20. Our primary knowledge of electricity, in its quantita-
tive aspect, is founded upon the observation of the mechanical
forces experienced by an electrically charged body, by a mag-
netised body, and by a body supporting electric current. In
the study of these mechanical forces we are led to the more
abstract ideas of electric force and magnetic force, apart from
electrification, or magnetisation, or electric current, to work
upon and produce visible effects. The conception of fields
of force ns’ arally follows, with the mapping out of space
by means c¢. .ines or tubes of force definitely distributed. A
further and very important step is the recognition that the two
vectors, electric force and magnetic force, represent, or are
capable of measuring, the actual physical state of the medium
concerned, from the electromagnetic point of view, when taken
in conjunction -with other quantities experimentally recognis-
able as properties of matter, showing that different substances
are affected to different extents by the same intensity of electric
or magnetic force, Electric force is then to” be conceived as.
producing or being invariably associated with a flux, the electric.
displacement ; and similarly magnetic force as producing a
second flux, the magnetic induction.

If E be the electric force at any point and D the displace-

ment, we have
D=cB; =8 B o
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and similarly, if H be the magnetic force and B the induction,

then
B Soalsl M s SR (40 (2)

Here the ratios ¢ and u represent physical properties of the
medium. The one (), which indicates capacity for supporting
magnetic induction, is its inductivity ; whilst the other, indi-
eating the capacity for parmitting elestric displacement, is its
permittivity (or permittancy). Otherwise, we may write

BT v (o i o et s el
o P DI SRE M

and now the ratio ¢71 is the elastivity and w~! is the reluctivity
(or reluctancy). Sometimes one way is preferable, sometimes
the other.

Electric and Magnetic Energy.

§21. All space must be conceived to be filled with a medium
which can support displacement and induction. In the former
aspect only it is a dielectric. It is, however, equally necessary
to consider the magnetic side of the matter, and we may, with-
out coining a new word, generally understand by a dielectric a
medium which supports both the fluxes mentioned.

Away from matter (in the ordinary sense) the medium con-
cerned is the ether, and x and ¢ are absolute constants. The
presence of matter, to a first approximation, me;%ly alters the
value of these constants. The permittivity is al.-.ys increased,
80 far as is known. On the other hand, the inductivity may be
either increased or reduced, there being a very small increase
or decrease in most substances, but a very large increase in a
few, the so-called magnetic metals. The range within which
the proportionality of flux to force obtains is then a limited one,
which, however, contains some important practical applications.

When the fluxes vary, their rates of increase B and D are the
velocities corresponding to the forces B and H, provided no
other effects are produced. ~The activity of E is ED, and
that of His HB. The work spent in producing the fluxes
(not counting what may be done simultaneously in other ways)
is, therefore—

U=ff}.‘.dD, T=fHdB, RRB
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where U is the electric and T the magnetic energy per unit
volume.
When g and ¢ are constants, these give

T 4 -EER e ol ¥ o st b o)
P = 3HB =B, ., . . .. (7)

to express the energy stored in the medium, electric and mag-
netic respectively.

When p and ¢ are not constants, the previous expressions (5)
will give definite values to the energy provided there be a de-
finite relation between a force and a flux. If, however, there
be no definite relation (which means that. other circumstances
than the value of the force control the value of the flux), the
energy stored will not be strictly expressible in terms simply
of the force and the flux, and there will be usually a waste of
energy in a cyclical process, as in the case of iron, so closely
studied by Ewing. This does not come within the scope of a .
precise mathematical theory, which must of necessity be a sort
of skeleton framework, with which complex details have to be
separately adjusted in the most feasible manner that presents
itself.

Il

Eolotropic Relations.

§22. But a precise theory nevertheless admits of consider-
able extension from the above with p and ¢ regarded as scalar
constants. All bodies are strained more or less, and are thereby-
usually made eolotropic, even if they be not naturally eolo-
tropic. The force and the flux are not then usually concurrent,
or identical in direction. But at any point in an eolotropic
substance there are always (if force and flux be proportional)
three mutually perpendicular axes of concurrence—the prin-
cipal axes—when we have (referring to displacement)

D, =¢E, D,=c,E,, D, =¢E,,

if the c¢’s are the principal permittivities, the E’'s the corre-
sponding effective components of the electric force, and the
D’s those of the displacement. If E be parallei to a principal
axis, so is D. In general, by compounding the force compo-
nents, we obtain E the actual force, and by compounding the
flux components obtain D the displacement to correspond,
which can only concur with E in the above-mentioned special
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cases if the principal permittivities be all different. But should
a pair be equal, then E and D concur in the plane containing
the equal permittivities, for the permittivity is the same for
any axis in this plane.

The energy stored is still half the scalar product of the .
force and the flux, or {ED, understanding that the scalar
product of two vectors, which is the produet of their tensors
(or magnitudes) when they concur, is the same multiplied by
the cosine of their included angle in the general case.

Vector-analysis i, I think, most profitably studied in the
concrete application to physical questions, for which, indeed, it
is specially adapted. Nevertheless, it will be convenient, a
little later, to give a short account of the very elements of the
subject, in order not to have to too frequently interrupt our
electromagnetic arguments by mathematical explanations. In
the meantime, consider the dielectric medium further.

Distinction between Absolute and Relative Permittivity or
Inductivity.

§ 23. The two quantities ¢ and w are to be regarded as
known data, given over all space, usually absolute constants ;
but when the simpler properties of the ether are complicated
by the presence of matter, then varying in value from place
to place in isotropic but heterogenous substances ; or, in case
of eolotropy, the three principal values must be given, as well
as the direction of their axes, for every point donsidered.
Keeping to the case of isotropy, the ratios cfc, and u/p, of the
permittivity and inductivity of a body to that of the standard
ether are the specific inductive capacities, electric and magnetic
respectively ; and are mere numerics, of course. They do not
express physical properties themselves except in the limited
sense of telling us how many times as great something is in
one case than in another. This is an important point. It is
like the difference between density and specific gravity. It is
possible to so choose the electric and magnetic units that p=1,
c¢=1 in ether; then p and ¢ in all bodies are mere numerics.
But although this system (used by Hertz) has some evident
recommendations, I do not think its adoption is desirable, at
least at present. I do not see how it is possible for any
medium to have less than two physical properties effective in
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the propagation of waves. If this be admitted, I think it may
also be admitted to be desirable to explicitly admit their exist-
ence and symbolise them (not as mere numerics, but as physical
magnitudes in a wider sense), although their precise interpre-
tation may long remain unknown.

If, for example, H be imagined to be the velocity of a sub-
stance, then JpH? is its kinetic energy, and p its density.
And if B be a torque, then ¢! (the elastivity) is the corre-
sponding coefficient of elasticity, the rigidity, or quasi-rigidity,
as the case may be ; whilst ¢ is the coefficient of compliance, or
the compliancy ; and }cE? is the stored energy of the strain.

Dissipation of Energy. The Conduction-current; Conduc-
tivity and Resistivity. The Electric Current.

§ 24. Besides influencing the values of.the ether constants s
above described, we have also to admit that in certain kinds
of matter, when under the influence of electric force, energy is -
dissipated continuously, besides being stored. These are called
electrical conductors. When the conduction is of the simplest
(metallic) type, the waste of energy takes place at a rate pro-
portional to the square of the electric force. Thus, if @, be

the Joulean waste, '
@, =B =HC T )
if " C=kBr- it R ol

This new flux C is the conduction current, and % is the conduc-
tivity (electric). Its reciprocal is the resistivity.

The termination -ivity is used in connection with specific
properties. It does not always sound well at first, but that
wears off. Sometimes the termination -ancy does as well.

The conductivity % is constant (at one temperature), or is a
linear operator, as in the previous cases with respect to p and
c. The dissipation of energy does not imply-its destruction,
but simply its rejection or waste, so far as the special electro-
magnetic affairs we are concerned with. The conductor is
heated, and the heat is radiated or conducted away. This is
also (most ‘probably) an electromagnetic process, but of a
different order. Only in so far as the effect of the heat alters
the conductivity, &e., or, by differences of temperature, causes
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thermo-electric force, are we concerned with energy wasted
according to Joule’s law.
The activity of the electric force, when there is waste, as well
as storage, is
EC+D)=Q+U. . . . . . (10)

The sum C + D is the electric current, when the medium is at

rest. When it is in motion, a further term has sometimes to

be added, viz., the convection current.

Fictitious Magnetic Conduction-current and Real Magnetic
Current.

§25. If a substance were found which could not support
magnetic force without a continuous dissipation of energy, such
a substance would (by analogy) be a magnetic conductor. Let,

for instance,
\ = gEa =R O S SR as (15

then K is the density of the magnetic conduction current, and
the rate of waste of energy is ‘

@ =HEK'=gHZ S F Loy
The activity of the magnetic force is now
HE+B)=Q+T. . . . . (13)

Compare this equation with (10). The magnetic current is
K+B.

As there is (I believe) no evidence that the property sym-
bolised by g has any existence, it is needless to invent a special
name for it or its reciprocal, but to simply call g the magnetic
conductivity. The idea of a magnetic current is a very useful
one, nevertheless. The magnetic current B is of course real ;
it is the part K that is speculative, It plays an 1mportanb
part in the theory of the transmission of waves in conductors. .

Forces and Fluxes.

§ 26. So far we have considered the two forces, electric and
magnetic, producing four fluxes, two involving storage and two
waste of energy, and we have defined the terminology when the
state of things at a point is concerned. We reckon forces per
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unit length, fluxes per unit area, and energies or wastes per
unit volume. It is thus a unit cube that is referred to, whose
edge, side, and volume are utilised. But a unit cube does not
mean a cube whose edge is 1 centim. or any other concrete
length ; it may indeed be of any size if the quantities concerned
are uniformly distributed throughout it, but as they usually
vary from place to place, the unit cube of reference should be
imagined to be infinitely small. The next step is to display the
equivalent relations, and develop the equivalent terminology,
when any finite volume is concerned, in those cases that admit
of the same simple representation in the form of linear equa-
tions.

Line-integral of a Force. Voltage and Gaussage.

§27. The line-integral of the electric forcé from one point to
another along a stated path is the electromotive force along
that path ; this was abbreviated by Fleeming Jenkin to E.M.F.
He was a practical man, as well as a practician. When ex-
pressed in terms of a certain unit called the volt, electromotive
force may be, and often is, called the voltage. This is much
better than ¢ the volts.” I think, however, that it may often
be conveniently termed the voltage irrespective of any par-
ticular unit. We might put it in this way. Volta was a
distinguished man who made important researches connected
with electromotive force, which is, therefore, called voltage,
whilst a certain unit of voltage is called a volt. At any rate,
we may try it and see how it works.

The line-integral of the magnetic force from one point to
another along a stated path is sometimes called the magneto-
motive force. The only recommendation of this cumbrous
term is that it is correctly correlated with the equally cum-
brous electromotive force. Magnetomotive force may be called
-the gaussage [pr. gowsage], after Gauss, who distinguished him-
self in magnetic researches; and a certain unit of gaussage
may be called a gauss [pr. gowce]. I believe this last has
already been done, though it has not been formally sanctioned. .
Gaussage may also be experimented with.

The voltage or the gaussage along a line is the sum of the
effective electric or magnetic forces along the line; the effec-
tive force being merely the tangential component of the real
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force. Thus, electric force is the voltage per unit length, and
magnetic force the gaussage per unit length along lines of force.

Surface-integral of a Flux. Density and Intensity.

§ 28. Next as regards the fluxes, when considered with
reference to any area. The flux through an area is the sum
of the effective fluxes through its elementary units of area;
the effective flux being the normal component of the flux or
the component perpendicular to the area. We do not, I think,
need a number of new words to distinguish fluxes through a
surface from fluxes per unit surface. Thus, we may speak of
the induction through a surface (or through a circuit bounding
it) ; or of the current through a surface (as across the section of
a wire); or of the displacement through a surface (as in a con-
denser), without any indefiniteness, meaning in all cases the
surface integral of the flux in question.

In contradistinction to this, it may be sometimes convenient
to speak of the density of the current, or of the induction, or
of the displacement, that is, the amount per unit area.
Similarly, we may sometimes speak of the intensity of the
electric or *magnetic force, using “denswy ? for a flux and
“ intensity ” for a force.

It may be observed by a thoughtful reader that there is a
good deal of the conventional in thus associating one set of
vectors with a line, and another set with a surface, and other
quantities with a volume. It is, however, of considerable prac-
tical utility to carry out these distinctions, at least in a mathe-
matical treatment. But it should never be forgotten that
electric force, equally with displacement, is distributed through-
out wolumes, and not merely along lines or over areas.

Conductance and Resistance.

§29. Conductivity gives rise to conductance, and resistivity
to resistance. For explicitness, let a conducting mass of any
shape be perfectly insulated, except at two places, A and B, to
be conductively connected with a source of voltage. Let the
voltage established between A and B through the conductor be
V, and let it be the same by any path. This will be the case
when the current is steady. Also let C be this steady current,
in at A and out at B. 'We shall have
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V=RO, C=KV, "+ /s '+ (1)

where R and K are constants, the resistance and the conduct-
ance, taking the place of resistivity and conductivity, when
voltage takes the place of electric force, and the current that
of current-density. The activity of the impressé{voltage is

VC=RC2=KV? . . . .% . (2

and represents the Joulean waste per second in the whole con-
ductor, or the volume-integral of EC or of ZE2 before con-
sidered.

Permittance and Elastance.

§30. Permittivity gives rise to permittance, and elastivity
to elastance. To illustrate, for the conductor, substitute a
vonconducting dielectric, leaving the terminals and external
arrangements as before. We have now a charged condenser.
Displacement, z.e., the time-integral of the current, takes the
place of current in the last case, and we now have

D=sV, V=8ID, | tvste sl

if D is the displacement, S the permittance, and its reciprocal
the elastance of the condenser. This elastance has been called
the stiffness of the condenser by Lord Rayleigh. It is the
elastic resistance to displacement. The displacement is the
measure of the charge of the condenser.

The total energy in the condenser is

IVD=1S8Ve=381DE 0 C . o

t.e., half the product of the force (total) and the flux (total),
between and at the terminals ; it is also thé volume-integral of
the energy-density, or 1ZcE2

As the dielectric is supposed to be a non-conductor, the cur-
vent is D or S{T, and only exists when the charge is varying.
But it may also be conducting. If so, let the conductance be
K, making the conduction current be C=KV. The true cur-
rent (that is, the current) is now the sum of the conduction
and displacement currents. Say,

U e IR d -
—b+D—(K+S%)\. R A
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This is the characteristic equation of a condenser. It comes
to the same thing if the condenser be non-conducting, but be
shunted by a conductance, K. In a conducting dielectric the
permittivity and the conductivity are therefore in parallel arc,
as it were, It was probably by a consideration of conduction
in a leaky condenser that Maxwell was led to his inimitable
theory of the dielectric, by which he boldly cut the Gordian
knot of electromagnetic theory.

The activity of the terminal voltage we find by multiplying
(5) by V, giving

VI=VC+VD,
it
=Re2: &y sv2Y), .o oo (6
+a(1s7) )

representing the waste in Joulean heating and the rate of in-
crease of the electric energy. Each of these quantities is the
sum of the same quantities per unit volume throughout the
substance concerned. ’

Permeance, Inductance and Reluctance,

§ 31. Permeability gives rise to permeance, inductivity to
inductance, and reluctivity to reluctance.

The formal relation of reluctance to reluctivity with mag-
netic force and induction, is the same as that of resistance to
resistivity with electric force and conduction current, or of
elastance to elastivity with electric force and displacement.

Permeance is the reciprocal of reluctance. In this sense I
have used it, though only once or twice. Prof. S. P. Thomp-
son has also used the word in this sense in his Cantor Lectures
with good effect.

If we replace our illustrative conductor by an inductor,
supporting magnetic induction, and suppose it surrounded by
imaginary matter of zero inductivity, and have an impressed
gaussage instead of voltage at the terminals, we shall have a
flux of induction which will, if the force be weak enough, vary
as the force. If H be the gaussage and B the induction enter-
ing at the one and leaving at the other terminal, the ratio
H/B is the reluctance, and the reciprocal B/H is the permeance.
The energy stored is
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'%HBA=§(.§_)H2={;(%)BZ.. e

When the relation of flux to force is not linear, we can still
usefully employ the analogy with conduction current or with
displacement by treating the ratio B/H as a function of H or
of B; as witness the improved and simplified way of consider-
ing the dynamo in recent years. I must, however, wonder at
the persistence with which the practicians have stuck to  the
lines,” as they usually term the flux in question.

I am aware that the use of the name induction for this flux,
which I have taken from Maxwell, is in partial conflict with an
older use. But it is seldom, if ever, that these uses occur to-
gether, for one thing; another thing is that the older (and
often vague) use of the word induction has very largely ceased
of late years. It was not without consideration that induction
was adopted and, to harmonise with it, inductance and induc-
tivity were coined.

Inductance of a Circuit.

§ 32. The meaning of inductance has sometimes been mis-
conceived. It is not a synonym for induction, nor for self-induc-
tion, but means “ the coefficient of self-induction,” sometimes
abbreviated to ¢ the self-induction.” It is essentially the same
as permeance, the reciprocal of reluctance, but there is a prac-
tical distinction. Consider a closed conducting circuit of one
turn of wire, supporting a current C,. As will later appear,
this C, is also the gaussage. That is, the line-integral of the
magnetic force in any closed circuit (or the circuitation of the
force) embracing the current once is C,. Let also B, be the
inZuction through the circuit of C;. Then

BB i AT o= e ()
where, by what has already been explained, L, is the perme-
ance of the magnetic circuit, a function of the distribution of
inductivity and of the form and position of the conducting core.
‘The magnetic energy is

L ABROR U {Brn SR 0 T R ()
by using the first expression in (7), remembering that H
there is now represented by C,, and then using (8). This
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energy ‘“of the current ” resides in all parts of the field, only
(usually) a small portion occupying the conductor itself.

Now substitute for the one turn of wire a bundle of wires,
N in number, of the same size and form. Disregarding small
differences due to the want of exact correspondence between
the bundle and the one wire, everything will be the same as
before if the above C; means the total current in the bundle.
But if the same current be supported by each wire, practical
convenience in respect to the external connections of the coil
requires us to make the current in each wire the current. Let
this be C, so that C;=NC. Then we shall have, by (8),

B,=(L,N)C . . - S S T)
to express the flux of induction ; and by (9) and (8a), :
1B,C, = %(L;N2)02

A AU R R R ()

if L=N2L,, to express the energy. This L is the inductance
of the coil. It is N2 times the permeance of the magnetic
circuit. 5

Again, regarding the coil as a single circuit, BN is the
induction through it—that is, B, through each winding. Calling
this total B, we have, by (8a),

B=B,N=(L,N?)C=LC, . . . . (8b)

which harmonises properly with (9a).

The difference between inductance and permeance, therefore,
merely depends upon the different way of reckoning the current
in the coil. With one winding only, they are identical. I
should here observe that I am employing at present rational
units. Their connection with the Gaussian units will appear
later. It would only serve to obscure the subject to bring in
4, that arbitrary and urnecessary constant which has puzzled
s0 many people.

t will be seen that the distinction between permeance and
inductance is a practical necessity. in spite of their fundamental
identity. But which should be whichf On the whole, I
prefer it as above stated, especially to connect with self-induc-
tion. Regarding permeability itself, it would seem that this
name is more particularly suitable to express the ratio pu/p, of



32 ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY. CH. IIL

the inductivity of a medium to that of ether, which is, in fact,
consistent with the original meaning, I believe, as used by
Sir W. Thomson in connection with his * electromagnetic defi-
nition ” of magnetic force. But to inductivity, as before-
mentioned, a wider significance should be attached. As has
been more particularly accentuated by Prof. Riicker, we really
do not know anything about the real dimensions of x and ¢;
or, more strictly, we do not know the real nature of the
electromagnetic mechanism, so that g and ¢ are very much
what we choose to make them, by assumptions. The two prin-
cipal systems are the so-called electrostatic, in which ¢=1 in
ether, and the electromagnetic, in which p=1 in ether. Burv
with these specialities we have no further concern at present.

Cross—connections of Electric and Magnetic Force. Circuital
Flux. Circuitation.

§33. The two sets of guantities, the electric and magnetic
forces, with their corresponding fluxes and currents, and the
connected products and ratios, may be considered quite inde-
pendently of one another, without any explicit connection being
stated between the electric set and the magnetic set, whether
they coexist or not. But to have a dynamical electromagnetic
theory, we require to know something more, viz., the cross-
connections or iuteractions between E and H. Or, in another
form, we require to know how an electric field and a magnetic
field mutually influence one another.

One of these interactions has been already partially men-
tioned, though only incidentally, -in stating the meanings of
permeance and inductance. It was observed that the electric
current in a simple conductive circuit was measured by the
gaussage in the corresponding magnetie circuit.

A word has been much wanted to express in a convenient
and concise manner the property possessed by some fluxes and
other vectors of being distributed in closed circuits. This want
has been recently supplied by Sir W. Thomson’s introduction of
the word  circuital ” for the purpose.* Thus electric current is
a circuital flux, and so is magnetic induction. The fundamental
basis of the property is that as much of a circuital flux enters

¢ ¢ Mathematical and Physical Papers,” Vol. IIL, p. 451.
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any volume at some parts of its surface as leaves it at others,
so that the flux has no divergence anywhere. This qualification,
“anywhere,” should be remembered, for a flux which may
diverge locally, as, for instance, electric displacement, is not
circuital in general, though even electric displacement may be
circuital sometimes, Further, as a flux need not be distributed
throughout a volume, but may be confined to a surface, or to
a line, we have then specialised meanings of circuital and of
divergence. Or a volume-distribution and a surface or line-
distribution of a flux may be necessarily conjoined, without,
however, any departure from the essential principle concerned.

The word ¢ circuital,” which will be often used, suggested to
me the word “circuitation,” to indicate the often-occurring
operation of a line-integral in a closed circuit; as, for instance,
in the estimation of circuital voltage or gaussage. Now, in the
case of a moving fluid, Sir W. Thomson called the line-integral
of the velocity in a closed circuit the “ circulation.” This is
curiously like “ circuitation.” But “circulation ” seems to have
too specialised a meaning to be suitable for application to any
vector, and I shall employ ¢ circuitation.” The operation of
circuitation is applicable to any vector, whether it be circuital
or not.

First Law of Circuitation.

§ 34. Now in the case of a simple conductive circuit, we have
two circuital fluxes. There is a circuital conducting core sup-
porting an electric current, and there is a circuital flux of in-
duction through the conductive circuit. In the electric circuit

we have Ohm’s law,
BEIRE: Gt S s gonet = )

where E is the circuital voltage, C the current, and R the re-
sistance. And in the magnetic circuit we have a formally

similar relation,

RN e e e e o (2)
where H is the circuital gaussage, B the induction, and L~ the
reluctance. Or,

B = LH, . L] L] . . [ . (3)
where L is the inductance (or the permeance, when there is

only one turn of wire),
D
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Now, the cross-connection in this special case is implied in
the assertion that H and C are the same quantity, when mea-
sured in rational units The expression of the law of which
this is an illustration is contained in any of the following alter-
native statements.

The line-integral of the magnetic force in any closed circuit
measures the electric current through any surface bounded by
the circuit. Or, :

The circuitation of the magnetic force measures the electric
current through the circuit. Or,

The electric current is measured by the magnetic circuita-
tion, or by the circuital gaussage.

The terminology of electromagnetism is in a traunsitional
state at present, owing to the change that is taking place in

- popular ideas concerning electricity, and the unsuitability of the
old terminology, founded upon the fluidity of electricity, for a
comprehensive view of electromagnetism. This is the excuse
for s0 many new words and forms of expression. Some of
them may find permanent acceptation.

The above law applies to any circuit of any size or shape,
and irrespective of the kind of matter it passes through, mean.
ing by “circuit ” merely a closed line, along which the gauss-
age is reckoned. By “the current” is to be understood ¢ke
current ; not merely the conduction current alone, or the dis-
placement current alone, but their sum (the convection current
term will be considered separately).

It is also necessary to understand that a certain convention
is implied in the statement of the law, regarding positive
senses of translation and rotation when taking line and surface
integrals. Look at the face of a watch, and imagine its circum-
ference to be the electric circuit. The ends of the pointers
travel in this circuit in the positive sense, if you are looking
through the circuit along its axis in the positive sense. Also, you
are looking at the negative side of the circuit. Thus, when the
current is positive in its circuit, the magnetic induction goes
through it in the positive direction, from the negative side to the
positive side. Otherwise, the positive sense of the current in a
circuit and the induction through it are connected in the same
way as the motions of rotation and translation of a nut on an
ordinary right-handed screw. This is the “vine” system used
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by all British writers; but some continental writers use the
“hop” system, in which the rotation is the other way, for the
same translation. It is useless trying to work both systems,
and when one comes across the left-handed system in papers,
it is, perhaps, best to marginally put the matter straight, and
then ignore the text.

Second Law of Circuitation.

§ 35. The other cross-connection required iz a precisely
similar relation between voltage and magnetic current, with,
however, a change of sign. Thus:—

The negative line-integral of the electric force in any circuit
(or the electric circuitation) measures the magnetic current
through the circuit. Or,

The voltage in any circuit measures the magnetic current
through the circuit taken negatively. Or,

Magnetic current is measured by the circuital voltage re-
versed ; and other alternative equivalent statements.

-Definition of Curl.

§ 36. In the above laws of circuitation the currents are the
concrete currents (surface-integrals), and the forces also the
concrete voltage or gaussage. When we pass to the unit
volume it is the current-density that is the flux. The circuita-
tion of the force is then called its *curl.” Thus, if J be the
€lectric current and G the magnetic current, the two laws are

CUE|VEIG R oL S R 4)
—ourl Bi=G, . s . b s o (B)

where B, and H, are the electric and magnetic force of the
field. We may now say concisely that

The electric current is the curl of the magnetic force.
The magnetic current is the negative curl of the electric force.
There is nothing transcendental about “curl.” Any man
who understands the laws of circuitation also understands
what ¢ curl ” means, though he may not himself be aware of
his knowledge, being like the Frenchman who talked prose for
many years without knowing it. The concrete circuitation is
sufficient for many problems, éspecially those concerning linear

D2
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conductors in magnetic theory. But it does not suffice for
mathematical analysis, and to go into detail we require to pass
from the concrete to the specific and use curl. How to mani-
pulate “curl” is a different matter altogether from clearly
understanding what it means and the part it plays. The latter
is open to everybody ; for the former, vector-analysis is most
suitable.

Let a unit area be chosen perpendicular to the electric cur-
rent J. Its edge is then the circuit to which H; belongs in (4).
The gaussage in this circuit measures the current-density.
Similarly, regarding (5), the voltage in a unit circuit perpen-
dicular to the magnetic current measures its density (nega-
tively). Iun short, what circuitation is in general, curl is the
.Same per unit area.

Impressed Force and Activity.

§37. In the statement of the laws of circuitation, I have
intentionally omitted all reference to impressed forces. That
there must be impressed forces is obvious enough, because a
dynamical system comprehending only the electric and mag-
netic stored energies and the Joulean waste, is only a part of
the dynamical system of Nature. We require means of show-
ing the communication of energy to or from our electromagnetic
system without having to enlarge it by making it a portion of
a more complex system. Thus, taking it as it stands at pre-
sent, the activity per unit volume we have seen to be

ET+HG=Q+U+T, . . . . . (6)

where the left side expresses the activity of the electric and the
magnetic force on the corresponding currents, and the right side
what results, viz., waste of energy, Q per second, and increase per
second of the electric energy U and the magnetic T ; and, as
there are supposed to be no impressed forces, if we mtegrate
through all space, we shall obtain

0=2(Q+U+D), « v o « ()

where 2 means summation of what follows it. Or, if Q, be the
total waste, and similarly U, and T, the total energies, .

0=Q0+U0+T0,
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meaning, that whatever energy there be wasting itself is derived
solely from the electric or magnetic energy, which decrease
accordingly. This is the persistence of energy when there are
no impressed forces.

Now, if there be impressed forces communicating energy at
the rate A, the last equation must become

Stv=A=Q+Up+Ty . « . . (8)

and A must be the sum of the activities of the impressed forces
f in the elements of volume, in whatever way space may be
divided into elements, large or small, and however we may
choose to reckon the impressed forces. There may be many
ways of doing it ; £ may sometimes, for example, be an ordi-
nary force, and v, the velocity to match, is then a translational
velocity. DBut for our immediate purpose, it is naturally con-
venient to reckon the impressed forces electrically and mag-
netically ; so that the corresponding velocities are the electric
and magnetic currents. We shall then have, if e be the im-
pressed electric, and h the impressed magnetic force,

eJ +hG

to represent their activity per unit volume, and in all space,
S@eI+h@)==Q+U+T) . . . (9)

instead of (7). This is the integral equation of activity. We
cannot remove the sign of summation and make the same form
do for the unit volume, for this would make every unit volume
independent of the rest, and do away with all mutual action
between contiguous elements and transfer of energy between
them. This matter will be returned o in connection with the
transference of energy.

‘Distinction between Force of the Field and Force of the
Flux.

§38. The distinction between H,; and H and between E; and
E is often a matter of considerable importance. We have

SESRGE O e
TR
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Now it is E and H that are effective in producing fluxes. Thus
E is the force of the flux D and also of C; and H is the force
of the flux B. On the other hand, in the laws of circuitation,
as above expressed, the impressed forces do not count at all;
go that we have, in terms of the forces B and H,

curl (H-h)=J, . . . . . (12)
—curl (B-e)=G, . . . . . (13)

equivalent to (4) and (5). To distinguish from the forces of
the fluxes, I sometimes callE, and H, the forces *of the field.”
Of course they only differ where there is impressed force. As
the distribution of the energy, as well as of the fluxes, depends
upon E and H, it is usually best to use them in the formule.

Classification of Impressed Forces.

§ 39. The vectors representing impressed electric and mag-
netic force demand consideration as to the different forms they
may assume. Their line-integrals are impressed voltage and
gaussage. Their activities or powers are eJ and hG respectively
per unit volume, and in this statement we have a sort of defi-
nition of what is to be understood by impressed force. For,
J being the electric current anywhere, if there be an impressed
force e acting, the amount eJ of energy per unit volume is
communicated to, or taken in by, the electromagnetic system
per second ; and this should be understood to take place at the
spot in question. It must then be either stored on the spot,
or wasted on the spot, or be somehow transmitted away to other
places, to be there stored or wasted, according to a law which
will appear later on. Similarly as regards h and G.

But this concerns only the reckoning of impressed force, and
is independent of its physical origin, which may be of several
kinds. Thus under e we include—

(1.) Voltaic force.

(2.) Thermo-electric force.

(3.) The force of intrinsic electrisation.

(4.) Motional electric force. .

(5.) Perhaps due to various secondary causes, especially in
connection with strains.
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And under h we include—
(1.) The force of intrinsic magnetisation.
(2.) Motional magnetic force.
(3.) Perhaps due to secoridary causes.

Voltaic Force.

§ 40. Voltaic force has its origin in chemical affinity. This
is still a very obscure matter. For a rational theory of Chemistry,
one of the oldest of the sciences, we may have to wait long, in
spite of the activity of chemical research and of the develop-
ment of the suggestive periodic law. Yet Chemistry and
Electricity are so intimately connected that we cannot under-
stand either without some explanation of the other. Elec-
tricity is, in its essentials, a far simpler matter than Chemistry,
and it is possible that great light may be cast upon chemical
problems (and molecular physics generally) by previous dis-
coveries and speculations in Electricity. The veryabstractnature
of Electricity is, in some respects, in its favour. For there is
considerable truth in the remark (which, if it has not been made
before, is now originated) that the more abstract a theory is,
the more likely it is to be true. For example, it may be that™
Maxwell’s theory of displacement and induction in the ether
is far more than a working theory, and is something very near
the truth, though we know not what displacement and induc-
tion are. But if we try fo materialise the theory by inventing a
special mechanism we are almost certain to go wrong, however
useful the materialisation may be for certain purposes. No
one knows what matter is, any more than ether. But we do
know that the properties of matter are remarkably complex.
It is, therefore, a real advantage to get away from matter
when possible, and think of something far more simple and
uniform in its properties. We should rather explain matter
in terms of ether, than go the other way to work.

However this be, we have the fact that definite chemical
changes involve definite voltages, and herein lies one of the
most important sources of electric current. Furthermore,
there is the remarkable connection between the quantity of
matter and the time-integral of the current (or-quantity of
electricity) produced, involved in the law of electro-chemical
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equivalents, which is one of the most suggestive facts in
physics, and must be a necessary part of the theory of the
atom which is to come. That the energy of chemical affinity
may itself be partly electromagnetic is likely enough. That
even conduction may be an electrolytic process is possible, in
gpite of the sweet simplicity of Ohm’s law and that of Joule.
For these laws are most probably merely laws of averages.
The well-known failure of Ohm’s law (apparent at any rate)
when the periodicity of electromagnetic waves in a conductor
amounts to billions per second may perhaps arise from the
period being too short to allow of the averages concerned in
Ohm’s law to be established. If so, this may give a clue to the
required modification.

Thermo-electric Force.

§ 41. Thermo-electric force has its origin in the heat of bodies,
manifesting itself at the contact of different substances or
between parts of the same substance differing in temperature.
Now heat is generally supposed to consist in the energy of
agitation of the molecules of bodies, and this is constantly
being transferred to the ether in the form of radiant energy,
1.e., electromagnetic vibrations of very great frequency, but in
a thoroughly irregular manner. It is this irregularity that is
a general characteristic of radiation. Now the result of sub-
jecting conductors to electric force is to dissipate energy and
to heat them. This is, however, an irreversible process. But
when contiguous parts of a body are at different temperatures,
a differential action on the ether results, whereby a continued
effect of a regular type is produced, reversible with the current,
and therefore formularisable as due to an intrinsic electric
force, the thermo-electric force. At the junction of different
materials at the same temperature it is still the heat that is
the source of energy.

The theory of thermo-electric force due to Sir W. Thomson,
based upon the application of the Second Law of Thermo-
dynamics (the First is a matter of course) to the reversible heat
effects has been verified for conductive metallic circuits by the
experiments of its author, and those of Prof. Tait and others,
‘With some success the same principle has also been applied by
von Helmholtz to voltaic cells, which are thermo-electric as well
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as voltaic cells. There are wheels within wheels, and Ohm’s
law is merely the crust of the pie.

Intrinsic Electrisation.

§ 42. Intrinsic electrisation is a phenomenon shown by most
solid dielectrics under the continued action of electric force. It
is the manifestation of a departure from perfect electric elasti-
city, and is probably due to a molecular rearrangement, result-
ing in a partial fixation of the electric displacemeént, whereby it
is rendered independent of the * external” electrising force.
Thus the displacement initially produced by a given voltage
slowly increases, and upon the removal of the impressed voltage
only the initial displacement will subside, if permitted, imme-
diately. The remainder has become intrinsic, for the time, and
may be considered due to an intrinsic electric force e. If I, be
the intensity of intrinsic electrisation, and ¢ the permittivity,
then

=g o8ifers i i drandn oSt 0s)

1, is the full displacement the force e can produce elastically,
all external reaction being removed by short circuiting. It is
not necessarily the actual displacement. The phenomenon of
< residual charge,” ‘soakage,” ‘absorption,” &c., are accounted
for by this e and its slow variations.

Maxwell attempted to give a physical explanation of this
phenomenon by supposing the dielectric to be heterogeneously
conductive. This is perhaps not the most lucidly successful of
Maxwell’s speculations. How far electrolysis is concerned in
the matter is not thoroughly clear.

Intrinsic Magnetisation.

§ 43. Intrinsic magnetisation is, in some respects, a similar
phenomenon, due to a passage from the elastic to the intrinsic
form of induction externally induced in solid materials. Calling
the intensity of intrinsic magnetisation I,, we have

Y, e - s 5= . = (2)
where h is the equivalent intrinsic magnetic force, and w the
inductivity (elastically reckoned).

In one important respect intrinsic induction is a less general
phenomenon than intrinsic displacement. There is no magnetic
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conductivity to produce similar results as regards the magnetic
current as there is electric conductivity as regards the electric
current. But if there were, then we could have a magnetic
‘ condenser,” with a magnetically conductive external circuit,
and get our residual results to show themselves in it, quite
similarly in kind to, though varying in magnitude and perma-
nence from, what we find with an electric condenser.

The analogue of Maxwell’s explanation of ¢ absorption”
would be heterogeneous magnetic conductivity. This is infi-
nitely more speculative than the other, which is sufficiently
doubtful.

Ewing’s recent improvement of Weber’s theory of magnetism
seems important. But as in static explanations of dynamical
" phenomena the very vigorous molecular agitations are ignored,
it is clear that we have not got to the root of the matter. We
want another Newton, the Newton of molecular physics. Facts.
there are in plenty to work upon, and perhaps another heaven-
born genius may come to make their meaning plain. Pro-
perties of matter are all very well, but what is matter, and why
their properties? This is not a metaphysical inquiry, but con-
cerns the construction of a physwal theory.

L

The Motional Electric and Magnetxc Forces. Definition of a
Vector-Product.

§ 44. The motional electric and magnetic forces are the
forces induced by the motion of the medium supporting the
fluxes. To express them symbolically, it will save much and
repeated circumlocution if we first define the vector-product
of a pair of vectors.

Let a and b be any vectors, and ¢ their vector-product. This
is denoted by

C=:Vab, . et o ()

the prefix V meaning ‘vector,” or, more particularly here,
“‘vector-product.” The vector ¢ is perpendicular to the plane
of the vectors a and b, and its tensor (or magnitude) equals
the product of the tensor of a into the tensor of b into the
sine of the angle between a and b. Thus

c=IgbISINITy =y il i o SRRy
if the italic letters denote the tensors, and @ be the included
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angle of the vectors. As regards the positive sense of the
vector ¢, this is reckoned in the same way as before explained
with regard to circuitation. Thus, when the tensor ¢ is posi-
tive, a positive rotation about ¢ in the plane of a and b will
carry a to b. If the time by a watch is three o’clock, and the
big hand be a and the little hand b, then the vector c is
directed through the watch from its face to its back. These
vector-products are of such frequent occurrence, and their
Cartesian representation is so complex, that the above concise
way of representing them should be clearly understood.

On this understanding, then, we can conveniently say that
the motional electric force is the vector-product of the velocity
and the induction, and that the motional magnetic force is the
vector-product of the displacement and the velocity. Or, in
symbols. according to (3),

e=VgB, . . . . . . . (h)
=N, U Sl SRR RaT (6

where q is the vector velocity.

Example. A Stationary Electromagnetic Sheet.

§ 45. It should be remembered that we regard the dis-
placement and the induction as actual states of the medium,
and therefore if the medium be moving, it carries its states
with it. Besides this, it usually happens that these states are
themselves being transferred through the medium (independently
of its translational motion), so that the resultant effect on pro-
pagation, considered with respect to fixed space, is a combination
of the natural propagation through a medium at rest, and what
we may call the convective propagation. Of course we could
not expect the two laws of circuitation for a medium at rest to
remain true when there is convective propagation.

The matter is placed in a very clear light by considering the
very simple case of an infinite plane lamina of E and H travel-
ling at the speed of light v perpendicularly to itself through a
homogeneous dielectric. This is possible, as will appear later,
when B and H are perpendicular, and their tensors are thus

related :—
1=y AL S R (7))
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Or, vectorising v to v,
E=pVHv, . . . . . . (8

according to the definition of a vector-product, gives the
directional relations as well as the numerical.

Now, suppose we set the whole medium moving the other
way at the speed of light. The travelling plane electro-
magnetic sheet will be brought to rest ¢n space, whilst the
medium pours past it. Being at rest and steady, the electric
displacement and magnetic induction can culy be kept up by
coincident vmpressed forces, viz. :—

e=E, h=H.

Now compare (8) with (5) and (6); consider the directions
carefully, and remember that the velocity q is the negative of
the velocity v, and we shall obtain the formules (5), (6), which
are thus proved for the case of plane wave motion, by starting
with a simple solution belonging to a medium at rest.

The method is, however, principally useful in showing the
necessity of, and the inner meaning of the motional electric
and magnetic forces. To show the general application of (5)
and (6) requires a more general consideration of the motional
question, to which we now proceed.

Connection between Motional Electric Force and
¢ Blectromagnetic Force.”

§ 46. A second way of arriving at the motional electric
force is by a consideration of the work done in moving a con-
ducting circuit in a magnetic field. It results from Ampére’s
researches, and may be independently proved in a variety
of ways, that the forcive (or system of forces) acting upon
a conducting circuit supporting a current, may be accounted
for by supposing that every element of the conductor is subject
to what Maxwell termed ¢the electromagnetic force.” This is
a force perpendicular to the vector current and to the vector
induction, and its magnitude equals the product of their ten-
sors multiplied by the sine of the angle between them. In
short, the electromagnetic force is the vector-product of the
current and the induction. Or, by the definition of a vector-

product,
g ST o) R PRSI - (8)
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if ¥ is the force per unit volume, C the current, and B the
induction. Here T is the force arising from the stress in the
magnetic field. Its negative, say f, is therefore the impressed
mechanical force, or \

H=AVEE (e S U e s e (11/0)
to be used when we desire to consider work donme upon the
electromagnetic system.

The activity of f is fq, if g be the velocity ; or, by (10),

fG=laVBEEA S Sea Sl )
This is identically the same as
MEGVEB; ~ & » S0 (12)

by a fundamental formula in vector-analysis.* Here, on the
left side, the activity is expressed mechanically ; on the right
side, on the other hand, it is expressed electrically, as the
scalar product of the current and another vector, which is the
corresponding force; it is necessarily an electric force, and
necessarily impressed. So, calling it e, we have

el=VBE o (N SRR LS 3)

again, to express the motional electric force.

It should be observed that we are not concerned in this
mode of reasoning with the explicit connection between e and C;
and in this respect the process is remarkably simple. As it,
however, rests upon a knowledge of the electromagnetic force,
we depart from the method of deriving relations previously
pursued. But, conversely, we may by (11) and (12) derive the
electromagnetic force from the motional electric force.

Variation of the Induction through a Moving Circuit.

§ 47. A third method of arriving at (13) is by considering
the rate of change of the amount of induction through a
moving circuit. We need not think of a conducting circuit,
but, more generally, of any circuit. Let it be moving in any
way whatever, changing in shape and size arbitrarily. The
induction through it is altering in two entirely distinct ways.
First, there is the magnetic current before considered, due to
the time-variation of the induction, so that, if the circuit were

* Proved, with other working formule, in the chapter on the Algebra
of Vectors.
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at rest in its momentary position, we should have the second
law of circuitation true in its primitive form

~curlB=G, . . . . . . (14)

when expressed for a unit circuit. But now, in addition, the
motion of the elements of the circuit in the magnetic field
causes, independently of the time-variation of the field, addi-
tional induction to pass through the circuit. Let its rate of
increase due to this cause be g per unit area. If, then, we
assume that the circuitation of the electric force B (of the flux)
equals the rate of decrease of the induction through the circuit
always, whether it be at rest or in motion, the equation (14)
becomes altered to .
4 ~curlBE=G+g, . . . . . (19)

where the additional g may be regarded as a fictitious magnetic
current. That it is also expressible as the curl of a vector is
.obvious, because it depends upon the velocity of each part of
the circuit, and is therefore a line-integral. Examination in
detail shows that

g=-curlVgB, . . . . . (16)

so that we have, by inserting (16) in (15),
—curl (B-e)=G, . . . . (17)

the standard form of the second law of circuitation, when we
use (13) to express the impressed force.

The method by which Maxwell deduced (13) is substantially
the same in principle ; he, however, makes use of an auxiliary
function, the vector-potential of the electric current, and this
rather complicates the matter, especially as regards the physical
meaning of the process. It is always desirable when possible
to keep as near as one can to first principles. The above may,
without any formal change, be applied to the case of assumed
magnetic conductivity, when G involves dissipation of energy;
the auxiliary g in (15), depending merely uponthe motion of the
circuit across the induction, does not itself involve dissipation.

Modification. Circuit Fixed. Induction moving
: equivalently.
§ 48. Perhaps the matter may be put in a somewhat clearer
light by converting the case of a moving circuit into that of a
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circuit at rest, and then employing the law of circuitation in
its primitive form. The moving circuit has at any instant a
definite position. Imagine it to be momentarily fixed in that
position, by stopping the motion of its parts. In order that
the relation of the circuit to the induction should be the same
as when it was moving, we must now communicate momentarily
to the lines of induction the identically opposite motion to the
{abolished) motion of the part of the circuit they touch.

‘We now get equation (15), on the understanding that g means
the additional magnetic current through a fized circuit due to
a given motion of the lines of induction across its boundary,
such motion being the negative of the (abolished) motion of
the circuit. The matter, is, therefore, simplified in treatment.
For, in the former way, the process of demonstrating (15) which
I have referred to as an “examination in detail,” is really
considerably complex, involving the translation, rotation, and
distortion of an elementary circuit (or equivalently for any
circuit). Fixing the circuit does away with this, and we have
merely to examine what happens at a single element of the cir-
-cuit, as induction sweeps across it, in increasing the induction
through the circuit, and then apply the resulting formula to
every element.

In the consideration of asingle element, it is immaterial what
the shape of the circuit may be;it may, therefore, be chosen to be

A

B

a unit square in the plane of the paper, one of whose sides, AB,
is the element of unit length. Now, suppose the induction at AB
is perpendicular to the plane of the paper, directed downwards,
and that it moves from right to left perpendicularly across
AB. Let also from A to B be the positive sense in the circuit.
It is evident, without any argumentation, that the directions
chosen for q and B are the most favourable ones possible for
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increasing the induction through the circuit, and that the rate
of its increase, so far as AB alone is concerned, is simply ¢B,
the product of the tensors of the velocity g of transverse motion
and of the induction B. Further, if the velocity q be not wholly
transverse to B as described, but still be wholly transverse to
AB, we must take, instead of ¢, the effective transverse com-
ponent ¢ sin 6, if 6 be the angle between q and B, making our
result to be ¢B sin 6. Now, this is the tensor of VqB, whose
direction is from A to B. The motional electric force in the
element AB is therefore from B to A, and is VBq, because it
is the negative circuitation which measures the magnetic cur-
rent through a circuit. Lastly, if the motion of B be not
wholly transverse to AB, we must further multiply by the
cosine of the angle between VBq and the element AB.
This merely amounts to taking the effective part of VBq along
the circuit. So, finally, we see that VBq fully represents the
impressed electric force per unit length in AB when it is fixed,
and the induction moves across it, or that its negative

e=VqB

represents the motional electric force when it is the element:
AB that moves with velocity g through the induction B. Now,
apply the process of circuitation, and we see that e is such that
its curl represents the rate of increase of induction through the:
unit eircuit due to the motion alone.

This may seem rather laboured, but is perhaps quite as much
to the point as a complete analytical demonstration, where one
may get lost in the maze of differential coefficients, and have
some difficulty in interpreting the analytical steps electromag-
netically. ‘

The fictitious motion of the induction above assumed has.
nothing to do with the real motion of the induction through
the medium. If there be any, its effect is fully included in the:
term G, the real magnetic current.

The Motional Magnetic Force.

§49. The motional magnetic force h may be similarly.
deduced. . First we have the primitive form of the first law of

circuitation,
curl H=J,. . « « . . (18)
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when the unit circuit is at rest, where J is the complete electrig
current-density, and next

curl H=J+j, . . . . . (19

when the circuit moves; where the auxiliary j is a fictitious
electric current equivalent to the increase of displacement
through the circuit by its motion only. Next show that

= cuxlPhigtec s e SRt (20)
and RaVDgy v s s S a(2)

by similar reasoning to that concerning e; so that by insertion
in (19) the first law of circuitation is reduced to the standard
form
cunls@E=T)= .05 roes 2 s e 2(22)

with the special form of the impressed force h stated.

Comparing the form of h with that of e we observe that
there is a reversal of direction in the vector-products, the flux
being before the velocity in one and after it in the other. This
arises from the opposite senses of circuitation of the electric
and the magnetic force to represent the magnetic and electric
currents.

. The ‘“Magneto-electric Force.”

§50. The activity of the motional h is found by multiplying
it by the magnetic current, and is, therefore,

hG=GVDyq,
=qVGD,

by the same transformation as from (11) to (12).

We conclude that VGD is an impressed mechanical force,
per unit volume, and, therefore, that VDG is a mechanical
force, that is, of the Newtonian type, arising from the electric
stress. By analogy with the electromagnetic force it may be
termed the magnetoelectric force, acting on dielectrics support-
ing displacement when the induction varies with the time. Of
this more hereafter.

Electrification and its Magnetic Analogue. Definition of
“Divergence,”

§ 51. So far nothing has been laid down about electrification.
But the laws of circuitation cannot be completed without .
including electrification and its suggested magnetic analogue.

E
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Describe a closed surface in a dielectric, and observe the net
amount of displacement leaving it. This, of course, means the
excess of the quantity leaving over that entering it. If the
net amount be zero, there is no electrification within the region
bounded by the surface. If the amount be finite, there is just
that amount of electrification in the region. This is indepen-
dent altogether of its distribution within the region, and of
the size and shape of the region.

More formally, the surface-integral of the displacement
leaving any closed surface measures the electrification within it.:

This being general, if we wish to find the distribution of
electrification we must break up the region into smaller regions,
and in the same manner determine the electrifications in them.
Carrying this on down to the infinitely small unit volume, we,
by the same process of surface-integration, find the volume-
density of the electrification. It is then called the divergence
of the dlsplacement

That is, in general, the divergence of any flux is the amount
of the flux leaving the unit volume.

And in partieular, the divergence of the displacement
measures the densitytof electrification.

Similarly, the divergence of the induction measures the
“magnetification,” if thue is’ a.ny to measure, which is a very
doubtful matter indeed. There is no evidence that the flux
induction has any divergence ; it is purely a circuital flux, so
far as is certainly known, and this is most intimately connected
with the other missing link in a symmetrical electromagnetic
scheme, the (unknown) magnetic conductivity.

Divergence is represented by div, thus :—

U Lo e R R (L)
diviB=lo aRRRERY 10 - LSy

if p and o are the electrification and ‘magnetification densities
respectively. ’

In another form, electrification is the source of displacement,
and magnetification the source of induction. How these fluxes
are distributed after leaving their sources is a perfectly indif-
ferent matter, so far as concerns the measure of the strength of
the sources. In an isotropic uniform medium at rest, the fluxes
naturally spread out uniformly and radially from point-sources
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of displacement or of induction. The density of the fluxes
then varies as the inverse square of the distance, because the
concentric spherical surfaces through which they pass vary in
area directly as the square of the distance. Thus

iy it T i ARDISXIS S

Y =
47r? 42

are the tensors of the displacement and induction at distance r
from point-sources p and o,

Ii the source be spread uniformly over a plane in a uniform
isotropic medinm to surface-density p or o, then, by the mere
symmetry, we see that half the flux goes one way and half the
other, perpendicularly to the plane, so that

D=tg = B-jo, ... "% (D)

at any distance from the plane. But if we by any means make
the source send all the flux one way only, then

. D=p, Bi=o, . s aininis swll)
at any distance.

A Moving Source equivalent to a Convection Current, and
makes the True Current Circuital.

§ 52. The above being merely to concisely explain the
essential meaning of electrification in relation to displace-
ment, and how it is to be measured, consider a point-
source or charge to be in motion through a dielectric at
rest. Starting with the charge at rest at one place, the
displacement is radial and stationary. When permanently at
rest in another place, the displacement is the same with
reference to it. In the transition, therefore, the displace-
ment has changed its distribution. There must, therefore,
be electric current. Now, the only place where the dis-
placement diverges, however the source may be moving, is
at the source itself, and therefore the only place where the
displacement current diverges is at the source, because it is
the time-variation of the displacement. The displacement
current is therefore circuital, with the exception of a missing

E2
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link at the moving charge. If we suppose that the charge p -
moving with velocity u constitutes a current up, that is, in

the same sense as the motion, and such that the volume-

integral of the current density is up, then the complete

system of this ‘convection” current, and the displacement

carrent together form a circuital flux.

Thus, suppose the charge to be first outside a closed surface
and then move across it to its inside. When outside, if the
displacement goes through the surface to the inmer region,
it leaves it again. On the other hand, when the charge is
inside, the whole displacement passes outward. Therefore,
when the charge is in the very act of crossing the surface, the
displacement through it outward changes from O to p, and this
is the time-integral of the displacement current outward whilst
the charge crosses. This is perfectly and simultaneously com-
pensated by the convection current, making the whole current
always circuital.

The electric current is, therefore, made up of three parts,
the conduction current, the displacement current, and the con-
vection current ; thus,

J=C+f)+pu, O IRCARSRAR . 5

p being the volume-density of electrification moving through
the stationary medium with the velocity u.

If the medium be also moving at velocity q referred to
fixed space, we must understand by u above the velocity also.
referred to fixed space. The velocities ¢ and u are only the
same when the medium and the charge move together. Thus.
it will come to the same thing if we stop the motion of the
charge altogether, and let the medium have the motion equiva-
lent to the former relative motion.

Similarly, if there should be such a thing as diverging in-
duction, or the ¢ magnetification” denoted by o above, then we
shall be obliged to consider a moving magnetic charge as con-
tributing to the magnetic current, making the complete mag-
netic current be expressed by

G=K+Bt+ow, . . . . . (0

if w be the velocity of the magnetification of density o.
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.

Examples to illustrate Motional Forces in a Moving Medinm
with a Moving Source. (1.) Source and Medium with a
Common Motion. Flux travels with them undisturbed.

§ 53. In order to clearly understand the sense in which
motion of a charge through a medium, or motion of the
medium itself, or of both together with respect to fixed space,
is to be understood, and of the part played therein by the
motional electric and magnetic forces, it will be desirable to
give a few illustrative examples of such a nature that their
meaning can be readily followed from a description, without
the mathematical representation of the results. It does not,
indeed, often happen that this can be done with profit and
without much circumlocution. In the present case, however,
it is rather easier to see the meaning of the solutions from a
description, than from the formulze.

In the first place, let us start with a single charge p at rest
at any point A in an infinite isotropic non-conducting dielectric
—ether, for example—which is also at rest. Under these
circumstances the stationary condition is one of isotropic radial
displacement from the charge at A according to the inverse-
square law, and there is nothing to disturb this distribution.

Now, if the whole medium and the charge itself are supposed
to have a common motion (referred to an assumed fixed space,
in the background, as it were), no change whatever will take
place in the distribution of displacement referred to the moving
charge. That this should be so in a rational system we may
conclude from the relativity of motion (the absolute motion of
the universe being quite unknown, if not inconceivable) com-
bined with our initial assumption that the electric flux (and
the magnetic flux not here present) represent states of
the medium, which may be carried with it just as states
of matter are carried with matter in its motion. But as
the charge, and with it the displacement, move through
space as a rigid body without rotation, the changing dis-
placement at any point constitutes an electric current, and
therefore would necessitate the existence of magnetic force, if
we treated the first law of circuitation in its primitive form,
referred to a stationary medium. Here, however, the motional
magnetic force, which is (§§ 44, 49) the vector-product of the
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displacement and the velocity of the medium, comes into play,
and it is so constructed as to precisely annul all magnetic
force under the circumstances, and leave the displacement
(referred to the moving medium) unaffected ; or, in another
form, it changes the law of circuitation (curl H =J) referred to
fixed space, so as to refer it in the same form to the moving
medium.

The result is H=0, and D moves with the medium.

Similar remarks apply to other stationary states. They are
unaffected by a common motion of the whole medium and the
sources (or quasi-sources), and this result is mathematically
obtained by the motional electric and magnetic forces.

(2) Source and Medium in Relative Motion. A Charge
suddenly jerked into Motion at the Speed of Propaga-
tion. Generation of a Spherical Electromagnetic Sheet ;
ultimately Plane. Equations of a Pure Electromagnetic
Wave.

§54. But the case is entirely altered if the charge and the
medium have a relative translational motion.

Start again with charge and medium at rest, and the dis-
placement stationary and isotropically radial. Next, introduce
the fact (the truth of which will be fully seen later) that the
medium transmits all disturbances of the fluxes through
itself at the speed (uc)~3, which call v; and let us suddenly
set the charge moving in any direction rectilinearly through
the medium at this same speed, ». The question is, what will
happen ¢

A part of the result can be foreseen without mathematical
investigation ; the remainder is an example of the theory of the
simplest spherical wave given byme in ¢“Electromagnetic Waves.”
Let A (in Fig. 1) be the initial position of the charge when it
first begins to move, and let AC be the direction of its sub-
sequent motion. Describe a sphere of radius AB =v¢ ; then, at
the time ¢ the charge has reached B. Now, from the mere fact
that the speed of propagation is #, it follows that the dis-
placement outside the sphere is undisturbed. It is clear that
there cannot be any change to the right of B, because the
charge has only just reached that place, and disturbances only
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travel at the same speed as it is moving itself. Similar con-
siderations applied to the expanding sphere through this
charge at every moment of its passage from A to B will show
that no disturbance can have got outside the sphere. The
radial lines, therefore, represent the actual displacement, as
well as the original displacement, though of course, in the
latter case, they extended to the point A.

We have now to complete the description of the solution.
There is no displacement whatever inside the sphere BEDF.

e
i

F

<
£2

Vv
Fia. 1.

The displacement emanating from the charge at B, therefore,
joins on to the external displacement over the spherical surface.
We can say beforehand that it should do so in the simplest
conceivable manner, by the shortest paths. On leaying the
pole B it spreads uniformly in all directions on the surface of
the sphere, and each portion goes the shortest way to the
opposite pole D. But it leaks cut externally on the way, in
such a manner that the leakages are equal from equal areas.
The displacement thus follows the lines of longitude.
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This completes the case so far as the displacement is con-
cerned. But the spherical surface constitutes an electro-
magnetic sheet, and corresponding to the displacement there.
is a distribution of coincident induction. This induction is
perpendicular to the tangential displacement, and therefore
follows the lines of latitude. Its direction is up through the
paper above A (at E, for example), and down through the
paper below A (at F, for example). The tangential displace-
ment and induction surface-densities (or fluxes per unit area of
the sheet), say, D, and By, are connected by the equation

By =pvDy,
or, D,=cvB,

Or, if E, and H; be the equivalent forces got by dividing by
¢ and by u respectively, then, since pcv?=1,

H,=cvE,,
Ey=pvH,.

Or, expressing the mutual directions as well,
H,=VvD,,
E,=VB,v;

where v is the vector velocity of the electromagnetic sheet at
the place considered. These last are, in fact, as we shall see
later, the general equations of a wave-front or of a free wave,
which though it may attenuate as it travels, does not suffer
distortion by mixing up with other disturbances.

Now, as time goes on, the charge at B moves off to the right,
the electromagnetic sheet simultaneously expanding. The ex-
ternal displacement, therefore, becomes infinitesimal ; likewise
that on the D side of the shere. Practically, therefore, we
are finally left with a plane electromagnetic sheet moving
perpendicularly to itself at speed v, at one point of which
is the moving charge, from which the displacement diverges
uniformly in the sheet, following, therefore, the law of the
inverse first power (instead of the originai inverse square), ac-
companied by a distribution of induction in circles round the
axis of motion, varying in density with the distance according

to the same law, and connected with the displacement by the
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above equations. In the diagram, AB has to be very great,
and the plane sheet is the portion of the spherical sheet round
B, which is then of insensible curvature.

(3.) Sudden Stoppage of Charge. Plane Sheet moves on.
Spherical Sheet generated. Final Result, the Stationary
Field.

§ 55. Having thus turned the radial isotropic displacement
of the stationary charge into a travelling plane distribution,
let us suddenly reduce the charge to rest. We know that

A
D

l
A
|
A
l
A

4

Fia. 2.

after sume time has elapsed, the former isotropic distribution
will be reassumed ; and now the question is, how will this take
place ?

Let B in Fig. 2 be the position of the charge at the moment
_ of stoppage and after. Describe a sphere of radius #¢, with B
for centre ; then the point C is where the charge would have
got at time ¢ after the stoppage had it not been stopped, and
the plane DCE would have been the position of the plane
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. electromagnetic sneet. Now, the actual state of things is
described by saying that :—

(1.) The plane sheet DCE moves on quite unaltered,
except at its core C, where the charge has been taken out.

(2.) The stationary radial displacement of the charge in its
new position at B is fully established within the sphere, with-
out any induction.

(3.) The internal displacement joins itself on to the external
in the plane sheet, over the spherical surface, by leaking into-
it and then following the shortest route to the pole C. That is,
the tangential displacement follows the lines of longitude.

(4.) The induction in the spherical sheet is oppositely
directed to before, still, however, following the lines of latitude,
and being connected with the tangential displacement by the
former relations.

In time, therefore, the plane sheet and the spherical sheet go-
out to infinity, and there is left behind simply the radial dis-
placement of the stationary charge.

(4) Medium moved instead of Charge. Or both moved
with same Relative Velocity.

§ 56. Now, return to the case of § 54, and referring to Fig. 1,
suppose it to be the charge that is kept at rest, whilst the
medium is made to move bodily past it from right to left at.
speed v, so that the relative motion is the same as before. We-
must now suppose B to be at rest, the charge being there origi-
nally, and remaining there, whilst it is A that is travelling
from right to left, and the spherical surface has a motion com-
pounded of expansion from the centre A and translation with
it, Attending to this, the former description applies exactly.

The external displacement is continuously altering, and there-
is electric current to correspond, but there is no magnetio
force (except in the spherical sheet), and this.is, as before said,
accounted for by the motional magnetic force.

The final result is now a stationary plane electromagnetic-
sheet, as, in fact, described before in § 45, where we considered
the displacement and induction in the sheet to be kept up-
steadily by electric and magnetic forces impressed by the-
motion
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Now stop the motion of the medium, without altering
the position of the charge, and Fig. 2 will show the growth of
the radial stationary displacement, as in § 55, as it is in fact the
same case precisely after the first moment.

We can in a similar manner treat the cases of motion and
stoppage of both charge and medium, provided the relative
speed be always the speed », however different from this may
be the actual speeds.

(5.) Meeting of a Pair of Plane Sheets with Point-Sources.
Cancelment of Charges; or else passage through one
another; different results. Spherical Sheet with two
Plane Sheet Appendages.

§ 57. From the two solutions of §§54, 55 (either of which
may be derived from the other) we may deduce a number of
other interesting cases.

Thus, let initially a pair of equal opposite charges +p and
— p be moving towards one another, each at speed v through
the medium (which for simplicity we may consider stationary),
each with its accompanying plane electromagnetic sheet.
When the charges meet the two sheets coincide, the two dis-
placements cancel, leaving none, and the two inductions add,
doubling the induction. We have thus, momentarily, a mere
sheet of induction.

Now, if we can carry the charges through one another, with-
out change in their motion, the two sheets will immediately
reappear and separate. That is, the plane waves will pass
through one another, as well as the charges.

But if the charges cancel one another continuously after their
first union, a fresh case arises. It is, given a certain plane sheet
of induction initially, what becomes of it, on the understand-
ing that there is to be no electrification ?

The answer is, that the induction sheet immediately splits
into two plane electromagnetic sheets, joined by a spherical
sheet, as in Fig. 3. For it is the same as the problem of stop-
page in § 55 with another equal charge of opposite kind moving
the other way and stopped simultaneously, so that there is no
electrification ever after. Touching the sphere at the point F
in Fig. 2 is to be placed the additional plane wave, and the
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internal displacement is to be abolished. That is to say, in
Fig. 3 the displacement converges uniformly to F in the plane
sheet there, then flows without leakage to the opposite pole C .
along the lines of longitude, and there diverges uniformly in
the other plane sheet. Each displacement sheet has its corre-
sponding coincident induction, according to the former formulee.
They all move out to infinity, leaving nothing behind, as there
is no source left.

~
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(6.) Spherical Sheet without Plane Appendages produced by
sudden jerking apart of opposite Charges.

§58. Similarly, let there be a pair of coincident or infinitely
close opposite charges, with no displacement, and let them be
suddenly jerked apart, each moving at the speed of propaga-
tion of disturbances. The result is simply a single spherical
wave, without plane appendages, and without leakage of the
displacement. The charges are at opposite poles, at the ends
of the axis of motion, and the displacement just flows over the
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surface from one to the other symmetrically. There is the
usual induction B, = pvD, to match.

Fig. 3 also shows this case, if we leave out the plane sheets and
suppose the positive charge to be at F and the negative at C.

After a sufficient time, we have practically two widely sepa-
rated plane electromagnetic sheets, although they are really
portions of a large spherical sheet.

Now, imagine the motion of the two charges to be reversed
if we simultaneously reverse the induction in the spherxcal
sheet, without altering the displacement, it will still be an.
electromagnetic sheet, but will contract instead of expanding,
It will go on contracting to nothing when the charges meet.
If they are then stopped nothing more happens. But if the:
charges can separate again, the result is an expanding spherical
electromagnetic shect as before.

(7.) Collision of Equal Charges of same Name.

§ 59. If, in the case of colliding plane sheets with charges,.
§ 57, they be of the same name, then, on meeting, it is the-
induction that vanishes, whilst the displacement is doubled.
That is, we have momentarily a plane sheet of displacement.

If the charges be kept together thereafter, this plane:
sheet splits into two plane electromagnetic sheets joined by
a spherical sheet. At the centre of the last is the (doubled)
charge 2p, which sends its displacement isotropically to the:
surface of the sphere, where it is picked up and turned round
towards one pole or the other. The equator of the sphere is the
line of division of the oppositely flowing displacements. The
displacement gets greater and greater as the poles are neared,
the total amount reaching each pole being p (half the central
charge), which then diverges in the plane sheet touching the pole.

The final result, when the waves have gone out to infinity,
is, of course, merely the stationary field of the charge 2p.

(8.) Hemispherical Sheet. Plane, Conical and Cylindrical
Boundaries.

§60. If a charge be initially in contact with a perfectly
conducting plane, and be then suddenly jerked away from it at
the speed 7, the result is merely a hemispherical electromag-
netic shell. The negative charge, corresponding to the moving



62 ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY. CH. IL

point-charge, expands in a circular ring upon the conducting
plane, this ring being the equator of the (complete) sphere.

This case, in fact, merely amounts to taking one-half of the
solution in § 58, and then terminating the displacement
normally upon a conductor.

In Fig. 4, A is the original position of p on the conducting
plane CAE, and when the charge has reached B the displace-
ment terminates upon the plane in the circle DF.

(o] .
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Instead of a plane conducting boundary, we may similarly
have conical boundaries, internal and external (or one conical
boundary alone), with portions of perfect spherical waves run-
ning along them at the speed . :

If the two conical boundaries have nearly the same angle,
and this angle be small, we have a sort of concentric cable
{inner and outer conductor with dielectric between), of con-
tinuously increasing thickness. The case of uniform thickness
is included as an extreme case ; the (portion of the) spherical
wave then becomes a plane wave.
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General Nature of Electrified Spherical Electromagnetic
; Sheet.

§61. The nature of a spherical electromagnetic sheet
expanding or contracting at speed v, when it is charged in
an arbitrary manner, may also be readily seen by the foregoing.
So far, when there has been electrification on the sheet, it has
been a solitary point-charge or else a pair, at opposite poles.
Now, the general case of an arbitrary distribution of electrifi-
cation can be followed up from the case of a pair of
charges not at opposite ends of a diameter, and each
of these may be taken by itself by means of an opposite
charge at the centre or externally, so that integration doees
the rest of the work. 'When there is a pair of equal charges
of opposite sign we do not need any external or internal
complementary electrification, but we may make use of them
argumentatively ; or we may let one charge leak outward,
the other inward, and have the external and internal elec-
trification in reality. The leakage should be of the isotropic
character always. But the internal electrification need not be
at the central point. It may be uniformly distributed upon a
concentric sphere. This, again, may be stationary, or it may
itself be in motion, expanding or contracting at the speed .
The external electrification, too, may be on a concentric
spherical surface, which may be in similar motion. The
sheets, too, may be of finite depth, and arbitrarily electrified,
so that we have any volume-distribution of electrification
moving in space in radial lines to or from a centre, accom-
panied by electromagnetic disturbances arranged in spherical
sheets.

There is thus a great variety of ways of making up problems
of this character, the nature of whose solutions can be readily
pictured mentally.

Two charges, ¢; and g,, for example, on a spherical sheet. One
way is to put —¢; and —g, at the centre, and superpose the
two solutions. Or the charges — (¢, and g¢,) may be put exter-
nally, with isotropic leakage. Or part may be inside, and part
outside. Or we may have no complementary electrification at
all, but lead the displacement away into plane waves touching
the sphere.
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Only when the total charge on the spherical sheet is zero can
we dispense with these external aids (which to use depending
upon the conditions of the problem); then the displacement
has sources and sinks on the sheet which balance one another.
The corresponding induction is always perpendicular to the
resultant tangential displacement, and is given by the above
formula, or B,=pVvD,, where D, is the tangential displace-
ment in the sheet (volume density x depth).

One case we may notice. If the density of electrification be
uniform' over the surface, there is no induction at all, That is,
it is not an electromagnetic sheet, but only a sheet of electrifi-
cation, without tangential displacement, and therefore without
induction.

So, with a condenser consisting of a pair of concentric shells
uniformly electrified, either or both may expand or contract
without magnetic force. This is, however, not peculiar to the
case of motion at speed v. Any speed willdo. But in general,
if the speed be not exactly v, there result diffused disturb-
ances. The electromagnetic waves are no longer of the same

pure type.

General Remarks of the Circuital Laws. Ampeére's Rule
for deriving the Magnetic Force from the Current.
Rational Current-element.

§62. The two laws of circuitation did not start into full
activity all at once. On the contrary, although they express
the fundamental electromagnetic principles concerned in the
most concise and clear manner, it was comparatively late in
the history of electromagnetism that they became clearly re-
cognised and explicitly formularised. We have not here, how-
ever, to do the work of the electrical Todhunter, but only to
notice a few points of interest.

The first law had its first beginnings in the discovery of
Oersted that the electric conflict acted in a revolving manner,
and in the almost simultaneous remarkable investigations of
Ampere. It did not, however, receive the above used form of
expression. In fact, in the long series of investigations in
electro-dynamics to which Oersted’s discovery, and the work of
Ampere, Henry, and Faraday, gave rise, it was customary to
consider an element of a conduction current as generating a
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certain field of magnetic force. Natural as this course may
have seemed, it was an unfortunate one, for it left the question
of the closure of the current open; and it is quite easy to see
now that this alone constituted a great hindrance to progress.
But so far as closed currents are concerned, in a medium of
uniform inductivity, this way of regarding the relation between
current and magnetic force gives equivalent results to those
obtained from the first law of circuitation in the limited form
suitable to the circumstances stated.

If C is the density of conduction current at any place, the
corresponding field of magnetic force is given by

H= VCr,

b
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at distance » from the current-element C, if r, be a unit vector
along r from the element to the point where H is reckoned.
The intensity of H thus follows the law of the inverse square
of the distance along any radius vector proceeding from the
current-element ; but, in passing from one radius vector to
another, we have to consider its inclination to the axis of the
current by means of the factor sin 6 (where ¢ is the angle
between r and the axis), involved in the vector product. Also,
H is perpendicular to the plane containing r and the axis of
the current-element, or the lines of H are circles about this axis.

But from the Maxwellian point of view this field of H is that
corresponding to a certain circuital distribution of electric
current, of which the current-element mentioned is only a
part ; this complete current being related to the current-
element in the same way as the induction of an elementary
magnet is to the intensity of magnetisation of the latter.
Calling the complete system of electric current a rational
current-element, it may be easily seen that in a circuital distri-
bution of rational current-elements the external portion of the
current disappears by mutual cancelling, and there is left only
the circuital current made up of the elements in the older
sense. We may, therefore, employ the formula (1) to calculate
without ambiguity the magnetic force of any circuital distri-
bution of current. This applies not merely to conduction
current (which was all that the older electricians reckoned),
but to electric current in the wider sense introduced by

F
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Maxwell. But the result will not be the real magnetic force
unless the distribution of inductivity is uniform. When g
varies, we may regard the magnetic force of the current thus
obtained as an impressed magnetic force, and then calculate
what induction it sets up in the field of varying inductivity.
This may be regarded as an independent problem.

In passing, we may remark that we can mount from magnetic
current to electric force by a formula precisely similar to (1),
but subject to similar reservations.

The Cardinal Feature of Maxwell's System. Advice to
anti-Maxwellians.

§63. But this method of mounting from current to magnetic
force (or equivalent methods employing potentials) is quite
unsuitable to the treatment of electromagnetic waves, and is
then usually of a quite unpractical nature. Besides that, the
function “electric current” is then often a quite subsidiary
and unimportant quantity. Itisthe two fluxes, induetion and
displacement (or equivalently the two forces to correspond),
that are important and significant; and if we wish to know the
electric current (which may be quite a useless piece of informa-
tion) we may derive it readily from the magnetic force by
differentiation ; the simplicity of the process being in striking
contrast to that of the integrations by which we may mount
from current to magnetic force.

To exemplify, consider the illustrations of plane and
spherical electromagnetic waves of the simplest type given in
§§ 53 to 61, and observe that whilst the results are rationally
and simply describable in terms of the fluxes or forces, yet to
describe in terms of electric current (and derive the rest from
it) would introduce such complications and obscurities as would
tend to anything but intelligibility.

Now, Maxwell made the first law of circuitation (not, how-
ever, in its complete form) practically the definition of electric
curfent. This involves very important and far-reaching con-
sequences. That it makes the electric current always circuital
at once does away with a host of indeterminate and highly
speculative problems relating to supposititious unclosed cur-
rents. It also necessitates the existence of electric current in
perfect non-conductors or insulators. This has always been a
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stumbling-block to practicians who think themselves practical.
But Maxwell’s innovation was really the most practical im-
provement in electrical theory conceivable. The electric
current in a nonconductor was the very thing wanted to co-
ordinate electrostatics and electrokinetics, and consistently
harmonise the equations of electromagnetism. It is the
cardinal feature of Maxwell's system, and, when properly
followed up, makes the insulating medium the true medium in
the transmission of disturbances, and explains a multitude of
phenomena that are inconceivable in any other theory (unless
it be one of the same type). But let the theoretical recom-
mendations (apart from modern experiments), which can only
be appreciated after a pretty close study of theory, Maxwellian
and otherwise, stand aside, and only let the tree be judged by
its fruit. Is it not singular that there should be found people,
the authors of works on Electricity, who are so intensely pre-
judiced against the Maxwellian view, which it would be quite
natural not to appreciate from the theoretical standpoint, as
to be apparently quite unable to recognise that the fruit has
any good flavour or savour, but think it no better than Dead
Sea fruit? The subject is quite sufficiently difficult to render
understandable popularly, without the unnecessary obstruc-
tion evidenced by a carping and unreceptive spirit. The
labours of many may be required before a satisfactory elemen-
tary presentation of the theory can be given. So much the
more need, therefore, is there for the popular writer to recognise
the profound significance of the remarkable experimental work
of late years, a significance he appears to have so sadly missed.
When that is done, then will be the time for an understanding
of Maxwell’s views. Let him have patience, and believe that
it is not all speculative metaphysics because it is not to his
present taste. Never mind the ether disturbances playing
pranks with the planets. They can take care of themselves.

Changes in the Form of the First Circuital Law.

§64. Two or three changes I have made* in Maxwell’s form
of the first circuital law. One is of a formal character, the
introduction of the h term to express the intrinsic force of

* “Electromagnetic Induction and its Propagation,” The Electrician,
1885, January 3, and later : or reprint.

F 2
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magnetisation. This somewhat simplifies the mathematics,
and places the essential relations more clearly before the eye.
Connected with this is a different reckoning of the energy of an
intrinsic magnet, in order to get consistent results.

The second change, which is not merely one of a formal
character, but is an extension of an obligatory character, is the
introduction of the h term to represent the motional magnetic
force. In general problems relating to electromaguetic waves
it is equally important with the motional electric force.

The third change is the introduction (first done, I think, by
Prof. Fitzgerald) of the term to explicitly represent the con-
vection-current or electrification in motion as a part of the true
current. Although Maxwell did not himself explicitly repre-
sent this, which was a remarkable oversight, he was strongly
insistent upon the ecircuital nature of electric current, and
would doubtless have seen the oversight the moment it was
suggested to him. Now, there are spots on the sun, and I see
no good reason why the many faults in Maxwell’s treatise
should be ignored. Tt is most objectionable to stereotype the
work of a great man, apparently merely because it wasso great
an advance, and because of the great respect thereby induced.
The remark applies generally ; to the science of Quaternions,
for instance, which, if I understand rightly, Prof. Tait would
preserve in the form given to it by Hamilton. In application
to Maxwell’s theory, I am sure that it is in a measure to the
recognition of the faults in his treatise that a clearer view of
the theory in its broader sense is due.

Introduction of the Second Circuital Law.

§65. The second circuital law, like the first, had an experi-
mental origin, of course, and, like the first, was long in approxi-
mating to its present form—much longer, in fact, though in a
different manner. The experimental foundation was Faraday’s
recognition that the voltage induced in a conducting circuit
was conditioned by the variation of the number of lines of force
through it.

But, rather remarkably, mathematicians did not put this
straight into symbols for an elementary circuit, but went to
work in a more roundabout way, and expressed it through the
medium of an integration extended along a concrete circuit;




OUTLINE OF ELECTROMAGNETIC CONNECTIONS. 69

or else, of an equation of electromotive force containing a
function called the vector potential of the current, and another
potential, the electrostatic, working together not altogether in
the most harmoniously intelligible manner—in plain English,
muddling one another. It is, I believe, a fact which has been
recoguised that not even Maxwell himself quite understood how
they operated in his ‘ general equations of propagation.” We
need not wonder, then, that Maxwell’s followers have not found
it a very easy task to understand what his theory really meant,
and how to work it out. I had occasion to remark, some years
since, that it was very much Maxwell’s own fault that his
views obtained such slow acceptance; and, in now repeating the
remark, do not abate one jot of my appreciation of his work,
which increases daily. For he devoted the greater part of his
treatise to the working out and presentation of results which
could be equally well done in terms of other theories, and gave
only a very cursory and incomplete exposition of what were
peculiarly his own views and their consequences, which are
of the utmost importance. At the same time, it is easily to be
recognised that he was himself fully aware of their importance,
by the tone of quiet confidence in which he wrote concerning
them.

Finding these equations of propagation containing the two
potentials unmanageable, and also not sufficiently comprehen-
sive, I was obliged to dispense with them ; and, going back to
first principles, introduced* what I term the second circuital law
as a fundamental equation, the natural companion to the first.
The change is, I believe, a practical one, and enables us to con-
siderably simplify and clarify the treatment of general ques-
tions, whilst bringing to light interesting relations which were
formerly hidden from view by the intervention of the vector
potential A, and its parasites J and P,

Another rather curious point relates to the old German
electro-dynamic investigations and their extensions to endeavour
to include, supersede, or generalise Maxwell by anti-Maxwellian
methods. It would be slaying the slain to attack them; but
one point about them deserves notice. The main causes of the
variety of formuls, and the great complexity of the investiga-
tions, were—first, the indefiniteness produced by the want of

* See footnote, p. 67.
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circuitality in the current, and next the potential methods
employed. [J. J. Thomson’s ““Report on Electrical Theories”
contains an account of many. As a very full example, that
most astoundingly complex investigation of Clausius, in the
second volume of his ¢ Mechanische Warmetheorie,” may be
referred to.] But if the critical reader will look through these
investigations, and eliminate the potentials, he will find, as a
useful residuum, the second circuital law; and, bringing it
into full view, will see that many of these investigations are
purely artificial elaborations, devoid of physical significance;
gropings after mares’ nests, so to speak. ‘Now, using this law
in the investigations, it will be seen to involve, merely as a
matter of the mathematical fitness of things, the use of another,
viz., the first circuital law, and so to justify Maxwell in his
doctrine of the circuitality of the current. The useful moral
to be deduced is, I think, that in the choice of variables to ex-
press physical phenomena, one should keep as close as possible
to those with which we are experimentally acquainted, and
which are of dynamical significance, and be on one’s guard
against being led away from the straight and narrow path in
the pursuit of the Will-o-the-wisp.

As regards the terms in the expression of the second law
which stand for unknown properties, they may be regarded
merely as mathematical extensions which, by symmetrizing the
equations, render the correct electric and magnetic analogies
plainer, and sometimes assist working out. But some other
extensions of meaning, yet to be considered, have a more sub-
stantial foundation. :

Meaning of True Current. Criterion.

§66. One of these extensions refers to the meaning to be
attached to the term current, electric or magnetic respectively.
As we have seen, electric current, which was originally conduc-
tion current only, had a second part, the displacement current,
added to it by Maxwell, to produce a circuital flux; and further,
when there is electrification in motion, we must, workiug to the
same end, add a third term, the convection current, to preserve
circuitality.

A fourth term may now be added to make up the ¢ true”
current, when the medium supporting the fluxes is in motion.
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Thus, let us separate the motional electric and magnetic forces
from all other intrinsic forces that go with them in the two
circuital laws (voltaic, thermo-electric, &c., § 39) ; denoting the
former by e and h, and the latter by e, and h,. The two
equations of circuitation [(12), (13) § 38, and (6), (7) §5")] now
-read
curl(H-hy-h)=T =C+D+up,. . . (1)

—curl (E-e;—€) =G=K+B+wo. . . (2
Now transfer the e and h terms to the right side, producing
curl(H-h))=J =C+D+up+j, . . (3)

—curl(BE-e) =Gy=K+B+wo+g, . . (4
where j and g are the auxiliaries before used, given by d
j=curl h, g= —curl e,

It is the new vectors J, and G, which should be regarded as
the true currents when the medium moves.

As the auxiliaries j and g are themselves circuital vectors,
there may not at first sight appear to be any reason for further
complicating the meaning of true current when separated into
component parts, for the current J is circuital, and so is J,
which is of course the same as J when the medium is station-
ary. The extension would appear to be an unnecessary one, of
a merely formal character.

On the other hand, it is to be observed that from the
Maxwellian method of regarding the current as a function of
the magnetic force, the extended meaning of true current is not
a further complication, but is a simplification. For whereas
in the equation (2) we deduct from the force B of the flux
not only the intrinsic force e, but also the motional. force e
to obtain the effective force whose curl measures the current;
on the other hand, in (4) we deduct only the intrinsic force.
Away, therefore, from the sources of energy which are inde-
pendent of the motion of the medium, the force whose curl is
taken in (4) is the force of the flux, which specifies the elec-
tric state of the medium, whether it be stationary or moving.

To show the effect of the change, consider the example of
§56, in which the medium moves past the charge, and there is
continuously changing displacement -outside a certain sphere.
If we consider J the true current, we should say there is elec-
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tric current, although there is no magnetic force. But accord-
ing to the other way there is no true current, and the absence
of magnetic force implies the absence of true electric current.

But still this question remains, so far, somewhat of a con-
ventional one. Is there any test to be applied which shall
effectually discriminate between J and J;, as the true current ?
There would appear to be one and only one ; viz., that e, being
an intrinsic force, its activity, whatever it be, say eX, expresses
the rate of communication of energy to the electromagnetic
gystem from a source not included therein, and not connected

_.with the motional force . When the medium is stationary x
is J, and the question is, is X to be J or J;, (or anything else)
when the medium moves ?

Now this question can only be answered by making it a part
of a much larger and more important one ; that is to say, by a
comprehensive examination of all the fluxes of energy concerned
in the equations (1), (2), or (3), (4), and their mutual harmo-
nisation. This being done, the resultis that e J, is the activity
of ey, so that it is J; that is the measure of the true current,
with the simpler relation to the force of the flux; and it is
naturally suggested that in case of further possible extensions,
we should follow in the same track, and consider the true cur-
rent to be always the curl of (H -h,), independently of the
make up of its component parts.

This is not the place for a full investigation of this complex
question, but the main steps can be given ; not for the exhibi-
tion of the mathematical working, which may either be taken
for granted, or filled in by those who can do it, but especially
with a view to the understanding in a broad manner of the
course of the argument. Up to the present I have used the
notation of vectors for the concise and plain presentation of
principles and results, but not for working purposes. This
course will be continued now. How to work vectors may form
the subject of a future chapter. It is not so hard when you
know how to do it.

The Persistence of Energy. Continuity in Time and Space
i and Flux of Energy.

§67. The principle of the conservation or persistence of
energy is certainly as old as Newton, when viewed from the
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standpoint of theoretical dynamics. But only (roughly speak-
ing) about the middle of the present century did it become
recognised by scientific men as a universal truth, extending to
all the phenomena of Nature. This arose from the experi-
mental demonstrations given (principally those of Joule), that
in various cases in which energy disappeared from one form,
it was not lost, but made its appearance in other forms, and
to the same amount.

The principle is now-a-days a sure article of scientific faith.
Its ultimate basis is probably the conviction (a thoroughly
reasonable one) that the laws of motion hold good in the in-
visible world as well as in the visible, confirmed by the repeated
experimental verification. But the principle is now believed in
quite generally; by the ordinary unscientific man, for example,
who could not tell you correctly what the principle meant, or
energy either, to save his life, although he might tell you that
he could not conceive the possibility of energy being destroyed.
He goes by faith, having taken it in when young.

So it will be with the modern view of the ether as the
medium through which energy is being sent when a wire sup-
ports a current. Only train up the young to believe this, and
they will afterwards look upon the notion of its going through
the conductor as perfectly absurd, and will wonder how anyone
ever could have believed it. But before this inevitable state of
things comes to pass, an intermediate period must be passed
through, in which scientific men themselves are learning to
believe the modern view thoroughly from the evidence of its
truth, and to teach it to others. This period is certainly not
yet come to its end ; for almost weekly we may read about
“the velocity of electricity in wires,” such language emanating
from scientific men who are engaged in repeating and extend
ing Hertz's experiments.

The principle of the continuity of energy is a special form of
that of its conservation. In the ordinary understanding of the
conservation principle it is the integral amount of energy that
is conserved, and nothing is said about its distribution or its
motion. This involves continuity of existence in time, but not
necessarily in space also.

But if we can localise energy definitely in space, then we are
bound to ask how energy gets from place to place. If it
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possessed continuity in time only, it might go out of existence
at one place and come into existence simultaneously at
another. This is sufficient for its conservation. This view,
-however, does not recommend itself. The alternative is to
assert continuity of existence in space also, and to enunciate
the principle thus :—

When energy goes from place to place, it traverses the
intermediate space.

This is so intelligible and practical a form of the principle,
that we should do our utmost to carry it out.

The idea that energy has position, therefore, naturally
involves the idea of a flux of energy. Let A be the vector flux
of energy, or the amount transferred per unit of time per unit
of area normal to the direction of its transfer; and let T be
the density of the energy. We may then write

QORF s Ty 1o . e s D
or divAis 4y et byl R

That is, the convergence of the flux of energy is accounted for
by increased energy in the unit volume where it converges;
or, the divergence of the flux of energy, or the rate at which
it leaves the unit volume, is accompanied by simultanecus and
corresponding decrease in the density of the energy.

Examples. Convection of Energy and Ilux of Energy due
to an active Stress. Gravitational difficulty.

§ 68. Now, there are numerous cases in which the flux of
energy is perfectly plain, and only needs to be pointed out to
be recognised. The simplest of all is the mere convection of
energy by motion of the matter with which it is associated. A
body in translational motion, for instance, carries its energy
with it; not merely the kinetic energy of its translational
motion, but also its rotational energy if it rotates, and like-
wise the energy of any internal vibratory or rotatory motions
it may possess, and other energy not known to be kinetic,
and therefore included under ‘““potential energy,” which we
may have good reason to localise in the body, Even
if part of the energy be outside the body, yet, if it be
associated with the body, it will travel with it, on the whole,
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and so (at least sometimes) may be considered to be rigidly
attached to it. This case may be regarded as the convection
of energy, if we do not go too closely into detail.

When energy is thus conveyed, the energy flux is T, where
q is the velocity and T the density of the energy conveyed (of
any kind). If, then, all energy were conveyed, equation (5)
would become '

conv T+ T, e 1 o (7)

Now this equation, if we regard T as the density of matter, is
the well known equation of continuity of matter used in hydro-
dynamics and elsewhere.

This brings us to Prof. Lodge’s theory of the identity of
energy. (Phil. Mag., 1885.) Has energy personal identity,
like matter? I cannot see it, for one ; and think it is pushing
the principle of continuity of energy, which Prof. Lodge was
writing about, too far. It is difficult to endow energy with
objectivity, or thinginess, or personal identity, like matter. The
relativity of motion seems to be entirely against the idea. Nor
are we able to write the equation (7) in all cases. Energy may
be transferred in other ways than by convection of associated
matter. If we atomise the energy we can then imagine the g
above to be the velocity of the energy, not of the matter. But
as the science of dynamics is at present understood, we cannot
make use of this idea profitably, I think.

The chief reason why the founders of the modern science of
energy did not explicitly make use of the idea of the continuity
of energy was probably the very obscure nature of gravitational
energy. Where was it before it became localised as the kinetic
energy of a mass?- It is of no use to call it potential energy
if that is to explain anything, which it does not. It would seem
that the energy must have been in the ether, somewhere, and
was transferred into the body, somehow. This makes the ether
the great store-house of all gravitational energy. But we are
entirely ignorant of its distribution in the ether, and of its
mode of transference.

Observe here that ether must be regarded as a form of
matter, because it is the recipient of energy, and that is the
characteristic of ordinary matter. There is an unceasing
enormous flux of energy through the ether from the Sun, for
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instance, and we know that it takes several minutes to come
it comes through the ether, without bringing the ether with it;
it is not a convection of energy, therefore. Of course, to avoid
confusion, it is well to distinguish ether from ordinary matter
by its separate name; but it is important to note that it Aas
some of the characteristics of ordinary matter. It need not be
gravitating matter ; it is, perhaps, more likely to be the medium
of gravitational action than to gravitate itself.

In default of ability to represent the flux of gravitational
energy its entry into a body must be otherwise represented than
by the convergence of a flux. Turn (7) into

oo = a0y TR O

Here fq is the activity of the force f, and indicates energy com-
municated to the unit volume in an unstated manner, generated
within the unit volume, so to speak. The force f is thus an
impressed force. By this device we can allow for unknown
fluxes of energy. We should also explicitly represent the
convective flux. Thus,

fq+conv(@T+A)=T, . . . . (9)

where A is the flux of energy other than convective, not asso-
ciated with f.

When a stress works, for example, we shall have a flux of
energy, A, which can hardly be considered to be convective, in
the sense explained, a flux of energy through matter or ether,
as in wave propagation through an elastic solid, or radiation
through the ether. We can, however, sometimes reduce it to
the form qT,, and then it would appear to be convection of
energy.

This occurs in a moving frictionless fluid, for example, when
the stress is an isotropic pressure p. The flux of energy other
than convective is pq. But when we pass to a less ideal case,
as an elastic solid, in which the stress is of a more general
character, the energy flux expressive of the activity of the
stress takes the form

A= —Plg, o vis v o o U0
where P, is the vector expressing the pull per unit area on the
plane perpendicular to the velocity q. In this equation g is
the tensor of q.
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Specialised form of expression of the Continuity of Energy.

§ 69. Passing to more practical and specialised forms of
expression of the continuity of energy, it is to be observed
first that we are not usually concerned with a resultant flux
of energy from all causes, but only with the particular forms
relating to the dynamical question that may be under con-
sideration.  Secondly, that it is convenient to divide the
energy above denoted by T into different parts, denoting
potential energy, and kinetic energy, and wasted energy.
Thus we have the following as a practical form,

fq + conv [A+q(U+T)]=Q+fJ+'I‘, SEHT)

where the terms in the square brackets indicate the energy
flux, partly convective, with the factor q, U being the density
of potential energy, and T that of kinetic energy, and partly
non-convective, viz., A, which may be due to a working stress.
Also fq is the activity of impressed force (here merely a trans-
lational force). Thus on the left side of equation (11) we
have a statement of the supply of energy to the unit volume
fixed in space. On the right side we account for it by the rates.
of increase of the stored potential and kinetic energy, and by
Q, which means the rate of waste of energy in the unit volume.
The wasted energy is also stored, at least temporarily ; but not.
recoverably, so that we may ignore energy altogether after it is.
once wasted.

In place of the term fq, in which the impressed force is
translational, we may have other terms possessing a similar
meaning, indicating a supply of energy from certain sources.
These sources, too, may be not external, but internal or intrin-
sic, as for instance when there is a thermo-electric or voltaic
source of energy within the unit volume considered.

Also, the terms A, U, T, and Q may have to be split up
into different parts, according to the nature of the dynamical
connections. The important thing to be grasped is, that when-
ever we definitely localise energy we can obtain an equation
showing its continuity in space and time, and that when we
can only partially localise it, we can still, by proper devices,
allow for the absence of definiteness. The equation is simply
the equation of activity of the dynamical system, suitably
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arranged to show the flux of energy, and can always be obtained
when the equations of motion are known and also the nature oi
the stored and wasted energies.

Electromagnetic Application. Medium at Rest. The
Poynting Flux.

§ 70. Now, in the electromagnetic case, the ‘‘equations of
motion ” are the two circuital laws, and to form the equation
of activity, we may multiply (1) by (H-h,-h) and (2) by
(E—e,—e) and add the results ; or else multiply (3) by (H —h)
and (4) by (E - e;) and add the results. The equation of activity
thus obtained has then to be dynamically interpreted in accord-
ance with the principle of continuity of energy.-

When the medium is stationary, there is no difficulty with
the interpretation. We obtain

eld +hG=Q+U+T+divw, . . (1%
where W is a new vector given by
=V(E-e)H-hy), . . . (13)

and U is the electric energy, T the magnetlc energy, and Q the
waste per unit volume.

On the left side of (12) is exhibited the rate of supply of
energy from intrinsic sources. On the right side it is accounted
for partly by the waste Q, and by increase of the stored energy
Uand T. The rest is exhibited as the divergence of the flux W
given by (13). We conclude, therefore, that ‘W expresses the
flux of energy in the electromagnetic field when it is stationary.

This remarkable formula was first discovered and interpreted
by Prof. Poynting [Phil. Trans., 1884, Pt. 2], and independently
by myself a little later. It was this discovery that brought
the principle of continuity of energy into prominence. But it
- should be remembered that there is nothing peculiarly electro-
magnetic about a flux of energy. It is here made distinet,
because the energy is distinctly localised in Maxwell’s theory.

The flux of energy takes place in the direetion perpendicular
to the plane containing the electric and magnetic forces (of the
field), say °

Wi VB{HE % 12t s ()

if \\ E=e0+El; H=h0+H1- £ N 20} r;,/(‘, ’5“
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The formula is not a working formula, in general, for to
know W we must first know the distribution of the electric and
magnetic forces. But it is a valuable and instructive formula
for all that. Its discovery furnished the first proof that Max-
well’s theory implied that the insulating medium outside a
conducting wire supporting an electric current was the medium
through which energy is transferred from its source at a dis-
tance, provided that we admit the postulated storage of energy.
For inside a wire the electric force is axial, and the magnetic
force circular about the axis; the flux of energy is therefore
radial. When the current is steady, it comes from the boundary
of the wire, and ceases at its axis. It delivers up energy on the
way, which is' wasted in the Joule-heating. But when the
current is not steady, the magnetic and electric energy will be
also varying.

If we work out the distributions of electric and magnetic
force outside the wire, according to the conditions to which it
is subjected and its environment, we can similarly fully trace
how the energy is supplied to the wire from its source. It is
passed out from the source into the dielectric medium, and
then converges upon the wire where it is wasted. The flux of
energy usually takes place nearly parallel to the wire (because
the electric force is nearly perpendicular to its boundary) ;
its slight slope towards the wire indicates its convergence
thereupon. If the wire had no resistance, there would be
no convergence of energy upon it, the flux of energy
would be quite parallel to it. Details are best studied
in the conctete application, and it is only by the con-
sideration of variable states, and the propagation of electro-
magnetic waves, that we can obtain a full understanding of
the meaning of W considered as a flux of energy.

In the case of a simple progressive plane wave disturbance,
in which a distribution of B and H (mutually perpendicular) in
the plane of the wave is propagated unchanged through a
medium at constant speed, it is a self-evident result that the
energy of the disturbance travels with it. The flux of energy
is, therefore (since e;=0, hy=0),

W=v(U+T)=VEH, . . . . (1)

where v is the velocity of the wave, and U, T are the densities
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(which are here equal) of the electric and magnetic energies.
In this example, which is approximately that of radiant energy
from the sun, the idea of a flux of energy, and the conclusion
that its proper measure is the density of the energy multiplied
by the wave velocity, are perfectly plain and reasonable. Now,
many cases of the propagation of waves along wires can be
reduced to this simple case, with a correction for the resistance
of the wire, and other cases can be represented by two or more
oppositely travelling plane disturbances. In a very complex
electromagnetic field, the flux of energy is necessarily also very
complex, and hard to follow ; but the fundamental principles
concerned are the same throughout.

The flux of energy W arises from the internal structure of
the ether. It is somewhat analogous to the activity of a stress.
But the only dynamical analogy that is satisfactory in this
respect is that furnished by Sir W. Thomson’s rotational ether,
when interpreted in a certain manner, so that 2E shall repre-
sent a torque, and H the velocity of the medium, with the
result that (on this understanding) VEH is the flux of energy,
whilst U is the potential energy of the rotation, and T the
kinetic translational energy. But it is very difficult to extend
this analogy to include electromagnetic phenomena more com-
prehensively. [See Appendix at the end of this chapter.]

Extension to a Moving Medium. Full interpretation of
the Equation of Activity and derivation of the Flux
of Energy.

§ 71, Passing now to the case of a moving medium, we shall
obtain, from equations (1), (2), § 66, the equation of activity,
(eo+e)J +(h,+h)G=EJ + HG
+div V(B-e,—e)(H-h,-h). (16)
Or from equations (3), (4), §66, we may get the form
ey +h Gy =EJ, +HG+div V(E—-ey)(H-h), (17)

and from these a variety of other forms may be derived.
The dynamical interpretation in accordance with the prin-
ciple of continuity of energy is not so easy as in the former
case. 1 have recently given a full discussion of these

. e
)
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equations in another place. The following gives an outline
of the results :—

Since there is a flux of energy when the medium is stationary,
there will still be a flux of this kind (i.e., independent of the
motion) when it is moving, whatever other flux of energy there
may then be. I conclude that the Poynting flux W still
preserves the form

W=V(E-e)(H-h), . . . . (18)

from the fact that disturbances are propagated through a
medium endowed with a uniform translational motion in the
same manner as when it is at rest. Otherwise we could only
know that it must reduce to this form when at rest.

Next, there is the convective flux of energy

Q(U T e Lt b e

where q is the velocity of the medium.
Thirdly, there is a flux of energy representing the activity,
A, of the electromagnetic stress. It is given by

A= -—[VeH+VEh+q(U+T). e 0N
Fourthly, there is, in association with this stress, a convective
flux of other energy, say, \ ;
(U HITy)s 2 SESHa 0L o 2SOy
The complete flux of energy is the sum X, of these four
vectors, 7.e. :—
X=W+q(U+T)+A+q(Uy+Ty), . . (22
W and A being given by (18) and (20).
Finally, the activity of the intrinsic forces is
edo+hGy, . . . . . (23)

80 that J, is the true electric current.
We, therefore, have the equation of activity brought to the
. standard form

ody +hoGo=(Q+ U+ T) +(Qu+ Up+ Ty +div. X, (24)

which is a special form of equation (11), with the convergence
of the energy flux in it replaced by its divergence (the negative
of convergence) on the other side of the equation.

G
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But the unknown terms, on the right side of (24), with the
zero suffix, may be entirely eliminated, including those in X, by
making use of the secondary equation of translational activity

Fq=Q0+fJO+'i‘o+div.q(Uo+To), . . (25)

where F is the translational force due to the stress.*
When this is done, equation (24) takes the form

eplo+0Gy=Q+ U +T+Fa+div.[W+A+q(U+T)] (26)

where the energy flux represented includes the Poynting flux,
the stress flux, and the convective flux of electric and magnetic
energy.

We may observe that in the expression (20) for A occurs the
term — g (U +T), so that this term may be eliminated from (26),
making the energy flux in it become

V(E-e)(H-hy)-VeH-VEh . . (27)

But these changes, with a view to the simplification of expres-
sion, cause us to altogether lose sight of the dynamical signi-
ficance of the equation of activity, and of the stress function.
Equation (26) is, therefore, the best form.

It should be understood that it is an identity, subject to the
two laws of circuitation and the distribution of energy accord-
ing to that of Eand H in the field. But it should be also
mentioned that in the establishment of (26) it has been assumed
that the medium, as it moves, carries its intrinsic properties of
permittivity and inductivity with it unchanged. That is, these
properties do not alter for the same portion of the medium,
irrespective of its position, although within the same unit
volume these properties may be changing by the exit of one
and entry of another part of the medium of different permit-
tivity and inductivity ; understanding by ¢ medium” whatever
is supporting the fluxes, whether matter and ether together, or
ether alone ; and it is also to be understood that the three
velocities g, u, and w are identical, or that electrification,
which is always found associated with matter, moves with the
medium, which is then the matter and ether, moving together.
In other respects equation (26) is unrestricted as regards either
homogeneity and isotropy in respect to permittivity, inductivity,
and conductivity (electric, and fictitious magnetic).

[* I regret to have misrepresented Dr. Burton’s notion of a moving strain
figure. He does it entirely by conservative elastic forces, and my objection
does not apply.]

Y
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Whether, when matter moves, it carries the immediately
surrounding ether with it, or moves through the ether, or only
partially carries it forward, and what is the nature of the
motion produced in the ether by moving matter, are questions
which cannot be answered at present. Optical evidence is
difficult of interpretation, and conclusions therefromn are con-
flicting.

But in ordinary large scale electromagnetic phenomena, it
can make very little difference whether the ether moves or
stands stock-still in space. For the speed with which it pro-
pagates disturbances through itself is so enormous that if the
ether round a magnet were stirred up, artificially, like water
in a basin, with any not excessive velocity, the distortion in
the magnetic field produced by the stirring would be next to
nothing.

Strictly speaking, when matter is strained its elastic and
other constants must be somewhat altered by the distortion of
the matter. The assumption, therefore, that the permittivity
and inductivity of the same part of the medium remain the
same as it moves is not strictly correct. The dependence of
the permittivity and inductivity on the strain can be allowed for
in the reckoning of the stress function. This matter has been
lately considered by Prof. Hertz. But the constants may also
vary in other ways. It is unnecessary to consider here these
small corrections. As usual in such cases, the magnitude of
the expressions for the corrections is out of all proportion to
their importance, in relation to the primary formula to which
they are added.

Derivation of the Electromagnetic Stress from the Flux
of Energy. Division into an Electric and a Magnetic
Stress.

$72. From the form of the expression for A in equation (20),
viz,, the flux- of energy due to the stress, we may derive the
expression for the electromagnetic stress itself. If the stress
were of the irrotational type considered in works on Elasticity, -
we could do this by means of the formula (10), § 68.“ But fora
stress of the most general type the corresponding formula is
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where Q, is the stress vector conjugate to P, ; these are identi-
cally the same when the stress is irrotational. This gives

Qu=DEN+BHN-N(U+T), . . (29)

from which we,obtain Py by merely exchanging E and D, and
H and B; thus

Py=EDN+HBN-NU+T). ... . (30)

This is the stress vector for any plane defined by N; a unit
vector normal to the plane.

But it is only in eolotropic bodies that we have to distinguish
between the directions of a force and of the corresponding
flux. Putting these on one side, and considering only ordi-
nary isotropy, the interpretation is simple enough. It will be
observed that the electromagnetic stress (30) divides into an
electric stress ' '

EDN-NJED, . . . . . (31)
and a magnetic stress
HBN-N.4HB. . . .. .. (32)

To find their meaning, take N in turns parallel to and perpen-

dicular to the force E (or to D; since its direction is the same).
In the first case, the stress (31) becomes

N(ED - }ED) = N.}ED = NU,

indicating a tension parallel to the electric force of amount U

per unit area.
In the second case, when N is perpendicular to B, we have
DN =0, so that the stress is
- NT,

that is, a pressure of amount U. This applies to any direction
perpendicular to E, so that the electric stress consists of a
tension U parallel to the electric force, combined with an equal
lateral pressure.

Similarly the magnetic stress consists of a tension T parallel
to the magnetic force, combined with an equal lateral pressure.

It will also be found that the tensor of the electric stress
vector is always U, and that of the magnetic stress vector is
always T. The following construction (Fig. 5) is also useful :—
Let ABC be the plane on which the electric stress is required,
BN the unit normal, BE the electric force, BP the stress.

P — e TRT

lespimeny. 0N
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Then N, E, and P are in the same plane, and the angle be-
tween N and E equals that between E and P. Or, the same
operation which turns N to E also turns E to P, except as
regards the tensor of P.

To show the transition from a tension to ansequal pressure,
imagine the plane ABC to be turned round, and with it the
normal N. Of course E remains fixed, being the electric force
at the point B. Start with coincidence of N and E. Then P
also coincides with them, and represents a normal pull on the
surface ABC. As N and E separate, so do E and P equally,
so that when E makes an angle of 45° with N the normal pull
is turned into a tangential pull, or a shearing stress, P being

A

B N
E

C P

Fia. 5.

now at right angles to N. Further increase in the angle B
makes with N brings BP to the other side of BC; and when B
is at right angles to N, we have P and N in the same line, but
oppositely directed. That is, the tension has become converted
into an equal pressure. ;

Uncertainty regarding the General Application of the
Electromagnetic Stress.

§ 73. We may now consider the practical meaning of the
stress whose relation to the electric and magnetic forces has,
unaer certain suppositions, been formularised. Go back to the
foundation of electromagnetic theory, viz., the mechanical
forces experienced by electrically charged bodies, by conductors
supporting currents, and by magnets, intrinsic or induced, It
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is by observation of these forces in the first place, followed by
the induction of the laws they obey, and then by deductive
work, that the carving out of space into tubes of force follows;
and now, further, we see that the localisation of the stored
energies, according to the square of the electric and magnetic
force respectively, combined with the two circuital laws, leads
definitely to a stress existing in the electromagnetic field,
-which is the natural concomitant of the stored emergy, and
which is the immediate cause of the mechanical forces observed
in certain cages. But the theory of the stress goes so far be-
yond experimental knowledge in some respects, although agree-
ing with it in others, that we.could only expect it to be true if
the theoretical foundations were also rigidly true in all respects.
Such is not the case, however. To begin with, the way of ex-
pressing the action of ordinary matter merely by altering the
values of the two ether constants, and by a fresh property,
that of conductivity, is extremely bald. It is, indeed, surpris-
ing what a variety of phenomena is explained by so crude a
method. ’

The objection is sometimes made against some modern theo-
retical developments that they are complicated. Considered as
an argument, the objection is valueless, and only worthy of
superficial minds. Whatever do they expect? Do they not
know that experimental knowledge, even as at present existent,
shows that the theory of electromagnetism, when matter is
present, must, to be comprehensive, be something far more (in-
stead of less) complicated than theory as now developed ¢ The
latter is, as it were, merely a rough sketch of a most elabo-
rate subject, only small parts of which can be seen at one
time.

In the next place, even if we take the stated influence of
matter on the ether as sufficient for the purposes of a rough
sketch, the theory of the stress should, except in certain rela-
tively simple cases, be received with much caution. Why this
should be so will be apparent on examining the manner in which
the stress has been obtained from the circuital laws. If we inves:
tigate the subject statically, and, starting from certain mechanical
forces regarded as known, endeavour to arrive at a stress which
shall explain those forces, we shall find that the problem is essen-
tially an indeterminate one. All sorts of stress functions may
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be made up which are precisely equivalent in their effects in the
gross, that is, as regards translating or rotating solid bodies
placed in an electric or magnetic field. To remove this indeter-
minateness a dynamical method must be adopted, wherein what
goes on in the unit volume whilst its electric and magnetic
states are changing, and the matter concerned is itself in motion,
are considered. If our system of connections is dynamically
complete and consistent, and is such that the flux of energy can
be traced, then a determinate stress comes out, as we have
found. The method is, at any rate, a correct one, however the
results may require to be-modified by alterations in the data.
Besides that, the distribution of energy (electric and magnetic)in
bodies is in some cases open to question ; and a really speculative
datum is that concerning the motion of the ether as controlled
by the motion of matter. Now, this datum appears to be one
which is essential to the dynamical method ; the only alternative
is the statical and quite indeterminate method. Our attitude
towards the general application of the special form of the
stress theory obtained should, therefore, be one of scientific
scepticism. This should, however, be carefully distinguished
from an obstinate prejudice founded upon ignorance, such as
is displayed by some anti-Maxwellians, even towards parts of
Maxwell’s theory which have received experimental demon-
stration.

The stress theory can, nevertheless, sometimes be received
with considerable confidence, if not absclute certainty. The
simplest case is that of ordinary electrostatics.

The Electrostatic Stress in Air.

§74. Let there be no magnetic force at all, and the electric
force be quite steady, and the medium be at rest, and there be
no impressed forces. These limitations bring the circuital laws
down to

0=, e et . (1)
—curlB=0; . . . . . (2

that is, there must be no conduction current anywhere, and
the voltage in any circuit must be zero. The first condition
(1) implies that there is no electric force in conductors. We
may, therefore, divide space into conducting and non-conducting
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regions, and our electric field is entirely confined to the latter.
The second condition (2) implies tangential continuity of B
at the boundary of the non-conductor, so that as there is no B
in the other or conducting side, there must be no tangential
E on the non-conducting side. The lines of force, therefore,
terminate perpendicularly on the conducting matter. Whether
the conductors are also dielectrics or not is quite immaterial.
The displacement also terminates normally on the conducting
surface in the usual case of isotropy. Thus D, the tensor of D,
measures the surface density of electrification, when the positive
direction of D is from the conductor to the insulator. But in
general it is the normal component of D, that is DN, where
N is the unit normal vector, that measures the density of the
electrification. Besides this, there may be interior electrification
of the non-conductor, its volume density being measured by the
divergence of the displacement. The arrangement of the
electric force, so that the circuital voltage shall be zero
throughout the non-conductor, and give the proper internal
electrification, and the charges on the conductors, is uniquely
determinate.

We have thus the ordinary case of a number of charged con-
ductors in air, with the difference that the air, or parts thereof,
may be replaced by matter of different permittivity. It is also
to be noted that one non-conducting region which is entirely
separated from another by conducting matter may be taken by
itself, and all the rest ignored. \

Now, first without replacing the air by matter of different
permittivity, we see that there are two entirely different ways
of considering the mutual actions of the conductors. The old
way is analogous to Newton’s way of expressing the fact of
gravitation. We may say that any element of electrification p
repels any other p’ with a force

pp'| 4mer?,

if » be the distance between the two charges, and that the
resultant of all such forces makes up the real forcive.

In the other way, appropriate to the philosophy of Faraday,
as developed by Maxwell, these forces acting at a distance are
mathematical abstractions only, and have no real existence.
‘What is real is a stress in the electric field, of a peculiar nature,
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being a tension of amount U parallel to E, combined with an equal
lateral pressure, and it is the action of this stress that causes
the electrified conductors to move, or strains them, according to
the way they are supported, when by constraints they cannot
appreciably move.

Since the electric force is normal to the conducting surfaces,
the stress vector is entirely a normal pull of amount U per
unit area, and the motions or tendencies to move of the con-
ductors are perfectly accounted for by this pull. They do not
move because of electrical forces acting at a distance across the
air, but because they are subjected to moving force on the spot
by the stress terminating upon them.

Thus a charged soap-bubble is subjected to an external radial
tension, and therefore expands; and so, no doubt, does a charged
metal sphere to some small extent. The parallel plates of a
condenser are pulled together. When they are very large
-compared with their distance apart, the force on either is

3 ED x area,
=1 E x charge.

Here E is the transverse voltage divided by the distance be-
tween the plates, 8o that, if the plates be connected to a constant
source of voltage, the attraction varies inversely as the square
of the distance between them; whereas, if the plates be in-
.sulated and their charges constant, the attraction is the same
.at any distance sufficiently small compared with the size of the
plates.

But by sufficiently separating the plates, or by using smaller
plates, the displacement, which was formerly almost entirely
‘between them, will spread out, and will terminate in appreci-
:able amount upon the sides remote from one another. By the
pull on the remote sides thus produced the attraction will be
lessened, and the further the plates are separated the more
-displacement goes to their backs, and the less is the attraction.
When the distance is great enough it tends to be simply the
.attraction between two point charges. Thus the attraction
‘between two distant oppositely charged ‘conducting spheres,
which varies closely as the inverse square of the distance,
-depends entirely upon the slight departure from uniformity
-of distribution of the electrification over their surfaces, whereby
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the normal pull on either is made a little greater on the side
next the other than on the remote side. Also, the inverse
square law itself, which is exactly true for point charges, is
merely the ultimate limit of this operation.

Some attacks have been made on the law of inverse squares,
especially in its magnetic aspect. But these attacks appear to-
have been founded upon misapprehension. The law is true,
and always will be.

The moving Force on Electrification, bodily and superficial.
Harmonisation.

§ 75. In the above electrostatic application of the stress, it
will be observed that the tension alone comes into play, at.
least explicitly, owing to the tubes of displacement terminating
perpendicularly on the conductors. Thus each tube may be-
compared with a rope in a state of tension, pulling whatever
its ends may be attached to. But the lateral pressure is
needed to keep the medium itself in equilibrium, so that the
only places where translational force arises from the stress is.
where there is electrification. The mechanical force is

F=EdivD=Ep . . . . . (3

per unit volume. This is the force on volume electrification,.
and is the result of the differential action of the stress round
about the electrification, as in the case of the inverse square
law between pomt charges, la.tely mentioned. The correspond-
ing surface force is

PoIBDN=ND : . . . . @)

per unit area. Now, here DN is the surface equivalent of
div D, so there is at first sight a discrepancy between the ex-
pressions for the force per unit volume (3), and per unit area
(4), on bodily and surface electrification. How the coefficient
3 comes in may be seen by taking the limiting form of the
previous expression. Let there be a thin skin of electrification,
of amount o per unit area ; B falling off from E outside to O
inside the skin. Evidently the mean E is JE, so that the
total force on unit area of the skin obtained by summation
of the forces on the volume electrification in the skin, is not.
Eo, but 1Eo. This is merely a mathematical harmonisation.
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From the point of view of the stress the difficulty does not pre-
sent itself.

The harmonisation is simply evident when the layer is of
uniform density, for the electric force will then fall off in in-
tensity uniformly. It might, however, be suspected that, per-
haps, the result would not come out quite the same if we
assumed any other law of distribution, and kept to it in pro-
ceeding to the limit by making the skin infinitely thin. But a
cursory examination will show that it is all right ; for if B is
the electric force within the layer, the electrification density
will be ¢ (¢E/dz) and the translational force will be ¢E (dE/dx)
per unit volume, if x is measured perpendicularly to the skin’s
surfaces. Integrate through the skin, and the result is

F=}cE?-1c¢E?=T,-T,

where the suffixes refer to the value just outside the skin, on
its two sides. In the present case the second term U, is zero
(within the conductor), so that the result is the single normal
pull of the tension on the non-conducting side.

Depth of Electrified Layer on a Conductor.

§ 76. In this connection the old guestion of the depth of the
layer of electrification on a conducting surface crops up. Has
it any depth at all, and, if so, how much ¢ The question is not
so superficial as it looks, and the answer thereto lies in the
application thereof. If a powerful mental microscope be applied
to magnify the molecules and produce evident heterogeneity,
the surface of a conductor would become indefinite ; and unless
the molecules were found to be very closely packed, it is evident
that the displacement in the ether outside the conductor would
not terminate entirely upon those molecules which happen to
be most superficially situated, but that a portion of the dis-
placement would go deeper and in sensible amount reach
molecules beneath the first set, and an insensible amount might
penetrate through many layers. Thus in a molecular theory
the depth of the layer of electrification has meaning, and could
be roughly estimated.

But the case is entirely different in a theory which dehbe-
rately ignores molecules, and assumes continuity of structure.
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A conductor is then a conductor all through, and not a
heterogeneous mixture; and the surface of a conductor is an
unbroken surface. The electrification on it is therefore surface
electrification, and has no depth. For it to be otherwise is
simply to make nonsense. It is desirable to be consistent in
working out a theory, for the sake of distinctness of ideas; if,
then, we wish to give depth to surface electrification, and still
keep in harmony with Maxwell’s theory, we must change our
way of regarding a conductor, and bring in heterogeneity.
Each view is true, in its own way ; but as in the mathematical
theory continuity of structure is tacitly assumed, we have a
simultaneous evanescence of one dimension in the distribution
of electrification.

The same question occurs in another form in the estimation
of bodily electrification, when the meaning of volume density
of electrification is considered. When air is electrified, it is
probable that the electrification is carried upon the foreign
particles suspended in the air, and it may be partly upon the
air molecules themselves. In either case it is ultimately surface
electrification, and quite discontinuous. But, merely for the
sake of facility of working, it is desirable to ignore all the dis-
continuity, and assume a continuous and practically equivalent
distribution of bodily electrification. Thus, as previously we
saw surface density to be a kind of volume density, so now we
see that volume density is a kind of surface density. When,
therefore, we say that the translational force per unit volume
is Bp, where E is the electric force and p the volume density of
electrification, we really mean that BEp is the average, obtained
by summation, of the translational forces on the multitndinous
electrified particles, every one of these forces being itself a
differential effect, as before seen, viz., the resultant of the
unequal pulls on different parts of a particle exerted by the
electric stress.

As ether has some of the properties of matter, and as electri-
fication is found in association with matter, it is possible,
however improbable, that ether itself may become electrified.
But of this nothing is known. Nor, more importantly, is it
understood why the electric stress appears to act differently on
positively and on negatively electrified matter. But, if we
begin to talk about what is not understood, we enter illimit-



OUTLINE OF ELECTROMAGNETIC CONNECTIONS. 93

able regions. Men who are engaged in expounding practical
problems sometimes make the boast that they take and discuss
things as they are, not as they mightbe. There is a sound of
specious plausibility here, which is grateful and comforting ;
but, as a matter of plain fact, questions of physics never are
theorised upon as they are, but always as they might be. It is
a necessity to limit the field of inquiry, for to take things as
they are, or as they seem to be, would lead at once to a com-
plete tangle. For the problem, as it presents itself in reality,
there is always substituted a far simpler one, containing certain
features of the real one emphasised, as it were, and others
altogether omitted. The juveniles, who take things as they
are, do not do it; they only think so. They may strain out a
few gnats successfully, but swallow, quite unawares, all the
camels in Arabia. But the principle and practice of limitation
and substitution is the same all over; in politics, for instance,
where a fictitious British Constitution does brave duty, as a
scarecrow, and in other useful ways.

Electric Field disturbed by Foreign Body. Effect of a.
Spherical Non-conductor.

§77. To further exemplify the significance of the electric
stress, let us introduce a foreign body into a stationary electric
field. The field will be disturbed by its introduction, and will
settle down to a new state; the change depending upon the
nature of the foreign body, whether conducting or non-conduct-
ing, in substance or superficially, and upon whether it has a.
charge itself, or contains any other source of displacement. If
it be a good conductor, either charged or uncharged, the final
state, reached very quickly, will be such that the displacement
will terminate normally upon its surface, thus reproducing the
previous case (§§ 74 to 76). But if it be a non-conductor, the
result is somewhat different. If superficially conducting, we
may indeed have an ultimate electrification of the surface, so as
to come wholly or partly under the same case: but if there be-
no superficial or internal conduction, or only so little that a.
long time must elapse for it to become fully effective, what we.
do is simply to replace the dielectric air in a certain region by

" another dielectric of different permittivity, usually greater.
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Then, supposing the external field to be due to charges upon
insulated conductors or to internal electrification in the air
(kept at rest for the purposes of the argument), no change will
occur in their amounts; but there will be merely an alteration
in the distribution of the electrification on the conductors,
caused by the displacement becoming denser within the foreign
body than before (or less dense, if its permittivity can be less
than that of the air). The intrinsic electrification of the body
itself, if any, must also be allowed for; but should it have
none previously, it will remain unelectrified when introduced
into the field, and the displacement will pass freely through it,
and out again in a solenocidal manner. [his is expressed by
the surface condition

D,N, +D,N, =0,

where D, and D, are the displacements in the air and foreign
body respectively at their interface, and N,, N, are the unit
normals from the interface to the two media.

The only quite simple case (excepting that of infinite plane
sheets) is that of a sphere of uniform permittivity brought into
a previously uniform field. The ultimate displacement in the
sphere is then parallel to the original displacement in the air.
It may vary between zero and three times the original displace-
ment, as the permittivity of the sphere varies from zero up to
infinity. It is certainly a little surprising that the ultimate
displacement with infinite permittivity should be only three
times the original (and it is not much less when the permittivity
is only 10 times that of the air) ; whilst, on the other hand, the
zero displacement when the permittivity is zero (a quite ideal
case) is obvious enough, because the displacement never enters
the sphere at all, but goes round it. The original uniform
field may be conveniently that between the parallel plates of a
very large air condenser. There is, however, a double action
taking place. When the transverse voltage of the vondenser is
maintained constant by connection with a suitable source, the
insertion of the foreign body, which increases or reduces the
permittance of the condenser, will increase or reduce its charge
under the action of the constant source, besides concentrating
the displacement within the body, or the reverse. With constant
charges, however, when the plates are insulated, the insertion
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of the foreign body will reduce the transverse voltage when its
permittivity exceeds that of the air ; and conversely. Increase
of permittivity also increases the stored energy when the trans-
verse voltage is constant, but reduces it when the charges are
constant.

Now, since the electric force does not terminate on the boun-
dary of the foreign body, but extends all through it, so does the
electric stress. So far, however, as the resultant force and
torque on the body, when solid, is concerned, we may ignore
the internal stress altogether, and consider only the external, or
stress in the air. This isa particular case of a somewhat impor-
tant and wide propei&y in abstract dynamics, which we may
state separately thus.

Dynamical Principle. Any Stress Self-equilibrating.

§ 78. The resultant force and torque due to any stress in any
region is zero. Or, any stress in any region forms a self-equili-
brating system.

Imagine any distribution of stress to exist in a region A, and
to terminate abruptly on its boundary. Or, equivalently,
imagine a piece of a stressed solid to be removed from its place
without altering the stress. The stress-variation, when esti-
mated in a certain way, constitutes mechanical force tending to
move the body. This will be, in the case of an ordinary irrota-
tional stress, entirely translational force. But there are two kinds.
First, there is internal force, reckoned per unit volume, due to
she continuous variation of the stress in the body. Next,
shere is superficial force, reckoned per unit area, due to the
abrupt cessation of the stress. This surface traction is repre-
sented simply by the stress vector itself, acting on the inner
side of the surface of the body. Now, the resultant effect of
these two forcives, over the surface and throughout the volume
of the solid respectively, in tending to translate and rotate it,
iszero. Or, in other words, the force and torque equivalent to the
surface forcive are the negatives of those due to the internal
forcive. If it were otherwise, the differential action would
cause indefinite increase in the translational and rotational
energy to arise out of the internal mutual forces only of a
body.
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If the stress be of the rotational type, there will be an in-
ternal torque (per unit volume) as well as a translational
force. Still, however, the resultant force and torque due to
the surface tractions will cancel those due to the internal forces
and torques. :

In case there be anydifficultyin conceiving the traction exerted
on the surface of a body by the stress within itself, we may
replace the sudden cessation of the stress by a gradual cessation
through a thin skin. The solid is then under the influence of
continuous bodily force only (and torque also, if the stress be
rotational) conveniently divisible into the internal force all
over, and the force in the skin. Otherwise it is the same.

Now put the solid piece back into its place again. Since its
own stress balances itself, we see that whatever the forcive on
the piece may be it must be statically equivalent to the action
upon its boundary of the external stress only, constituting an
external surface traction. There need be no connection between
the external and the internal stress. The latter may be any-
thing we like, so far as the resultant force and torque on the
piece are concerned. The difference will arise in the strains
produced, or in the relative internal motions, when for one stress
another is substituted.

Electric Application of the Principle. Resultant Action on
Solid Body independent of the Internal Stress, which
is statically indeterminate. Real Surface Traction is
the Stress Difference.

§ 79. Returning to the electric field, we see that whatever
be the nature of the reaction of the foreign body on the original
state of the field, the resultant mechanical action on the body
as a whole is fully represented by the stress in the air just
outside it, in its actual state, as modified by the presence of
the body, and that we need not concern ourselves with the
internal state of stress. Nor are we limited, in this respect, by
any assumed proportionality of electric force to displacement
in the body, or assumed absence of absorption, or other irregu-
larities and complications. That is, we need not have any
theory to explicitly account for the change made in the electric
field by the body. Nor do we gain any information regarding
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the internal stress from merely a knowledge of the external
stress, although that involves the reaction of the body on the
electric field. This is the meaning of the statical indeter-
minateness of the stress before referred to, and the principle
applies generally.

The air stress vector P will usually have both a normal and
a tangential component at the surface of a body, viz.:—

U cos 20 normal,
U sin 20 tangential,

if € be the angle between the normal N' to the surface (drawn
from the body to the air) and the electric force E, and U the
density of the electric energy, or the tensor of the stress vector.

In only one case, however, will this external surface traction
represent the real forcive in detail (as well as in the lump),
viz., when there is no'stress at all on the other side of the
boundary, that is, in the case of a conductor in static equilibrium.
In general, the real surface force is represented by the vector
P, - P,, the stress difference at the boundary, P, being the
external and P, the internal stress vector, which two stresses
may, if we please, be imagined to be united continuously by a
gradually changing intermediate stress existing in a thin skin,
an idea appropriate to molecular theories. (It may be remem-
bered that P when positive means a pull.) Each of these may
be split into a normal and a tangential component. Now, the
tangential components are

U, sin 260, and U, sin 26,
where the suffix ; relates to the air, and , to the other medium.
Or ED, sin 6, cos 6, and E,D, sin 6, cos 6,

But here we have normal continuity of the flux D, and tangential
continuity of the force B; (otherwise the surface would be
electrified and covered with a magnetic current sheet); that is

D, cos 6, =D, cos G, 5
and E, sin 6, =E, sin 6,. } e v 4 G

These relations make the tangential tractions equal and
opposite, so that there is no resultant tangential traction, and
H
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the actual traction is entirely normal, being the difference of the
normal components of P; and P,, or,

U,co820, —Uyc0820p « o o o (6)
which is the same as (being subject to (5),)

4D, cos 0, (E, cos §; — E, cos 6,)
~3E;sin 6, (D;sin®, - D,sin6,) . . . (7)
The coefficient 4 comes in for a similar reason to before, § 75.

This formula (6) or (7) being the real surface traction when
E varies as D in the body, and the stress is of the same type as
in air, furnishes a second way of calculating the resultant force
and torque on the body, when its permittivity is uniform ; and
it is noteworthy that the surface traction is, as in the case of an
electrified conductor in equilibrium, entirely normal, although
it may now be either a pull or a push.

Translational Force due to Variation of Permittivity.
Harmonisation with Surface Traction.

§80. Noting that the mechanical force: on the elastically
electrizable body is situated where the change of permittivity
occurs, and is in the direction of this change, it may be inferred
that when the permittivity varies continuously there is a bodily
translational force due to the stress variation which is in the
direction of the most rapid change of permittivity. This is, in
fact, what the stress vector indicates when e varies continuously,
viz., the force represented by

= PEive == GAEaE Rt B (8L (8)

where e means the vector rate of fastest increase of ¢ round-
about the point considered. Since U =4cE? the second form
in (8) will be understood, meaning the vector- slope of U as
dependent upon the variation of ¢ only.

This bodily force, and the previous surface force may be har-
monised by letting.c vary not abruptly, but continuously from
the value ¢, on one side to ¢, on the other side of the surface of
discontinuity, through a thin skin, and summing up the trans-
lational forces in the skin by the formula (8). Thus, if z be
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measured normal to the skin, the translational force per unit
volume is — }E2? (de/dr) in the direction of the normal ; or
de de
-3E2 2" —1F2 -
i "dx iE; dx
p1de
" et dx
where E, and D, are the normal components of B and D, and
E, the tangential component of B. Now D, and E; are con-
stant ultimately, for the reason before given, so we can inte-
grate (9) with respect to « immediately, giving

[%_]%?.-%CE?]=|: 5cE‘;’,—§cE?] o v (10}

between the limits ; or, since E, and E, are proportional to the
cosine and the sine of 0 respectively.

[ZcE2cos260] . . . . . (11)

between the limits, which is the same as (6), which was to be
verified.

, de
=-1D 31E; Rt 9)

Movement of Insulators in Electric Field. Effect on the
Stored Energy.

§ 81. Since a sphere of uniform permittivity placed in a uniform
field causes the external lines of electric force to be symmetrically
distorted fors and aft, it has no tendency to move, but is merely
strained. But if the body be not in an initially uniform field,
or be not spherical, complex calculations are usually needed
to determine the effect. If, however, it be only a small piece,
the tendency is for it to move in the direction in which the
energy, or the stress, in the field increases most rapidly, inde-
pendent of the direction of the electric force, when its permit-
tivity exceeds that of . the gaseous medium. The total electric
energy will be diminished by permitting the motion when the
charges are constant ; but increased should the field be kept up
by constant sources of voltage.

These properties are rendered particularly evident by taking
the extreme cases of infinite and zero permittivity of a small
body placed in a widely varying field, that surrounding a charged
sphere, for example, the electric force varying in intensity as

H 2
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the inverse square of the distance from its centre. Here the
non-permittive body is repelled, for the lines of force go round
it, and the lateral pressure comes fully into play, and is greater
on the side next the charged sphere. On the other hand, with
the infinitely permittive body, concentrating the displacement,
it is the tension that comes fully into play, and this being
greater on the side next the charged sphere, the result is an
attraction. The permittance of the sphere, also, is increased in
the latter case, and decreased in the former—that is, when the
natural motion of the body to or from the sphere is allowed ;
80, since the total electric energy is $SV2 where S is the permit-
tance and V the voltage, or, equivalently, 4VQ, if Q is the
charge, we have always a diminution of energy when the
natural motion is allowed, whether resulting from attraction or
repulsion, if the charge is constant; but an increase of energy
if the voltage is constant.

In intermediate cases the tension is dominant when the ¢ of
the body exceeds, and the pressure is dominant when it is less
than that of the air, there being perfect equilibrium of a piece
of any shape in any field if there be equality of permittivity,
and therefore no disturbance of the field. Here we see the part
played by the lateral pressure in the case of conductors in
equilibrium. It has no influence on them immediately, and
might be thought wholly unnecessary, but it is equally
important with the tension in the non-conducting dielectric
itself. i

Magnetic Stress. Force due to Abrupt or Gradual Change of
Inductivity. Movement of Elastically Magnetised Bodies.

§82. Passing now to the corresponding magnetic side of the
stress question, we may observe that the analogy is an imperfect
one. Thus, proceeding as at the beginning of §74, to have a
stationary magnetic field without impressed forces, we shall
find that there must first be no magnetic conduction current ;
and next, that the gaussage in any circuit must be zero. The
magnetic force we then conclude to be confined entirely to the
magnetically non-conducting regions, and to terminate perpen-
dicularly upon their boundaries. ~Thus we come to the
conception of a number of detached magnetic conductors im-
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mersed in a magnetically non-conductive medium, these con-
ductors having magnetic charges on them measured by the
amount of induction leaving or terminating upon them, with
possible associated volume magnetification in the non-conduct-
ing medium.

The magnetic stress will exert a normal traction

NT = %FH?N . ¢« e 8 s (12)
per unit area on the conductors, and a force
Ho=HdivvB . . . . . (13)

per unit volume on tridimensional magnetification, of density o,
measured by the divergence of the induction. These are analo-
gous to the forces on surface and volume electrification.

Also, when the inductivity u varies, we shall have a normal
surface traction of amount,

T;cos20,-Tycos20, . . . . (14)

per unit area, analogous to (6), when g changes value abruptly
at the interface of two media ; and a force

— R 2 R e S = (D)

per unit volume, when p varies continuously.

The forces (12), (13), however, are absent, because of the ab-
sence of magnetic conductivity, and, in connection therewith,
the absence of ¢ magnetification.” But (12) may be sometimes
used, nevertheless, when it is the stress across any surface that
is in question, and we create surface magnetification by regard-
ing one side only.

We are, therefore, left with the forces (14), (15), depending
upon variation of inductivity, abrupt or gradual. These ex-
plain the mechanical action upon elastically magnetised
media, e.g., the motions of bodies to or from a magnet pole,
according as they are paramagnetic or diamagnetic, which, it
should be remembered, depends fundamentally upon the varia-
tion in the intensity of magnetic force near the pole ; and the
axial equilibrium of a paramagnetic bar, and equatorial equi-
librium of a diamagnetic bar. Faraday’s remarkable sagacity
led him to the essence of the explanation of these and other
allied phenomena, as was later mathematically demonstrated by
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Sir W. Thomson. Questions relating to diamagnetic polarity
are, in comparison, mere trifling.

Force on Electric Current Conductors. The Lateral Pressure
becomes prominent, but no Stress Discontinuity in general.

§82a. But the magnetic stress has other work to do than to
move elastically magnetised matter under the circumstances
stated. Wholly independent of magnetisation, it produces the
very important moving force on conductors supporting electric
current, first mathematically investigated by Ampére.

The lateral pressure of the stress here comes prominently
into view, when we ignore the stress in the interior of the con-
- ductors, so that the stress vector in the air at the boundary of
a conductor represents the moving force on it per unit area.
Thus, two parallel conducting wires supporting similar currents
attract one another, because their magnetic forces are additive
on the sides remote from one another, rendering the lateral
pressure on them greater there than on the sides in proximity.
But when the currents are dissimilar the magnetic force is
greater on the sides in proximity, and, therefore, the lateral
pressure of the stress is greater there, producing repulsion.

Proceeding further, and considering the stress within the
conductor also, according to the same law, we find this pecu-
liarity. In the case of unmagnetisable conductors (typified
practically by copper), there is no superficial discontinuity in
the stress, and therefore no surface forcive of the kind stated,
This may be easily seen from § 79, translating the results from
the electric to the magnetic stress. There is no tangential
discontinuity in the stress because the normal induction and
tangential magnetic foree are continuous ; and there is no dis-
continuity in the normal component of the stress because (since
there is no difference of inductivity) the normal magnetic force
and the tangential induction are also continuous. .

In (5), (6), (7) turn E to H, and D to B, and U to T, and
note that (5), as transformed, are true when the force and flux
are exchanged, so that the transformed expressions (6) or (7)
vanish. -

In the case of a real conductor, therefore, with finite volume
density of electric current, the moving force is distributed
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throughout its substance ; and the variation of the stress indi.
cates that the translational force per unit volume is expressed

by WS OR " 1 s ok (16)

where O is the current density.  This is what Maxwell termed
“the electromagnetic force,” and it is what is so extensively
made use of by engineers in their dynamos, motors, and things
of that sort. It is probable, I think, that in grinding away at
the ether they also stir it about a good deal, though not fast
enough to produce sensible disturbances due to etherial dis-
placement.

Force on Intrinsically Magnetised Matter. Difficulty. Max-
well’s Solution probably wrong. Special Estimation of
Energy of a Magnet and the Moving Force it leads to.

§ 83. There is next the force on intrinsically magnetised
matter to be considered in connection with the magnetic stress.
This is, perhaps, the most difficult part of magnetic science.
Although, so far as the resultant effect on a magnet is con-
cerned, we need not trouble about its internal state, but, as
before, merely regard it as being pushed or pulled by the stress
in the surrounding air, such stress being calculable from the
distribution of magnetic force immediately outside it, as
modified by the magnet itself, yet it is impossible that the real
forcive can be represented merely by the surface traction Py.

Now, it is possible to find a distribution of magnetification
over the surface, which shall be externally equivalent to the
interior magnetisation, or to whatever other source of induction
there may be. Then we may substitute for the surface trac-
tion Py, another traction, namely, upon the surface magnetifi-
cation.

Or, we may find a distribution of fictitious electric current
upon the boundary of the magnet, which shall be externally
equivalent to the interior sources, and then represent the
forcive by means of fictitious electromagnetic force on this
current, § 82a.

Or we may combine these methods in various ways. Evi-
dently, however, such methods are purely artificial, and that
to obtain the real forcive we must go inside the magnet. This
can only be done hypothetically, and with precarious validity.
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One way of exhibiting the mechanical action on a magnet, or
on magnetised matter generally, is that given by Maxwell in his
chapter on the stresses (Vol. IL.). This I believe to be quite
erroneous for many reasons, the principal being that it does
not harmonise with his scheme generally, and that it lumps to-
gether intrinsic and induced magnetisation, which have essen-
tial differences and are physically distinct. There are many
other ways of exhibiting the resultant force and torque as made
up of elementary forces, acting upon magnetisation, or on free
magnetism, or on the variation of magnetism estimated in
different ways. It is unnecessary to enter into detail regarding
them. Nobody would read it. It will be sufficient to point out
the particular way which harmonises with Maxwell’s scheme in
general, in the form in which I display it, with a special esti-
mation of magnetic energy. Proportionality of force and flux
is assumed. The want of this proportionality is quite a separate
question. Given a definite relation between force and flux, the
accompanying change in the stress vector, in accordance with
the continuity of energy, can be estimated. This I have re-
eently shown how to do in another place, which shall not be
more explicitly referred to.

Intrinsic magnetisation possesses the peculiarity that it is, in
a manner, outside the dynamical system formulated in the
electromagnetic equations, inasmuch as it needs to be ex-
hibited in them through the medium of an impressed force,
although this is disguised in the ordinary mode of representa-
tion. Calling this intrinsic magnetic force h; (any distribution),
as before, the induction due to it in a medium of any inductivity
(varying continuously or abruptly, if required) is found in the
same way as the displacement due to intrinsic electric force in
a non-conducting medium of similarly distributed permittivity ;
or as the conduction current due to the same in a medium of
similar conductivity ; or, to make a fourfold analogy, as the
magnetic conduction current due to h in a (fictitious) medium
of similar magnetic conductivity.

I may here point out that a clear recognition of the correct
analogies between the electric and magnetic sides of electro-
magnetism is essential to permanently useful work. Many
have been misled in this respect, especially in comparing
Maxwell’s displacement with magnetic polarisation. The true
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analogue of D is B. Investigations based upon the false
foundation mentioned can lead to nothing but confusion.
There are enough sources of error without bringing in gratuit-
ous ones.

Now, presuming we have induction set up by h,, how is the
energy to be reckoned ? T reckon its amount per unit volume
to be LHB generally, whether outside or within the magnet;
or, in the usual isotropic case, $uH? or 3p—1B% This makes
the total work done by h, to be h;B per unit volume, if h, is
suddenly established ; of which one half is wasted, and the
rest remains as stored magnetic energy. That is,

ST=S}h,B=S{HB, . . . . (I7)

if the = indicates space-summation. If h, be suddenly des-
troyed, the energy ZT is set free and is dissipated, mainly by
the heat of currents induced within the magnet itself and sur-
rounding conductors. This is the meaning of }HB being the
stored energy per unit volume. But it may not be immediately
available, To take an extreme case, if we have a complete
magnetic circuit, so magnetised intrinsically that there is no
external field, the energy, as above reckoned, is the greatest
possible, since H=h,. But it is now not at all available, unless
h, be destroyed. On the other hand, Maxwell would appear to
have considered the energy of a magnet to be 2iu(H -h))?
which is zero in the just mentioned case. This reckoning does
not harmonise with the continuity of energy, although it has
significance, considered as energy more or less immediately
available without destruction of h;. The connection of the two
reckonings is shown by

Z4hyB = Zfhyph, - ZH(H - hy)p(H -hy); . (18);
or, when H and B are parallel,
21hB=Zlph?2-Zip(H-h)2. . . (19).

Now, according to the reckoning (17) of the stored energy,
and the consequent flux of energy, the stress vector derived
therefrom indicates that the moving force per unit volume is

P=VEB. oilbte = . . {20%

where 3o = curlThy SSURMERS = o 2008
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The interpretation is that the vector j, represents the distri-
bution of (fictitious) electric current, which would, under the
same circumstances as regards inductivity, set up, or be asso-
ciated with, the same distribution of induction B as the intrinsic-
magnet is. It may be remarked that the induction due to an.
intrinsic magnetic force does not depend upon éts distribution
primarily, but solely upon that of its curl.

Substituting this current system for the intrinsic magnetiss.
tion, equation (20) indicates that the moving force is ‘ the-
electromagnetic force ” corresponding thereto, according to (16),
§ 82. The accompanying surface distribution of current, repre-
senting the abrupt cessation of h,, must not be forgotten; or
we may let it cease gradually, and have a current layer in the-
skin of the magnet. It may be far more important than
the internal current, which may, indeed, be non-existent.
For instance, in the case of a uniformly longitudinally mag-
netised bar, the equivalent current forms a cylindrical sheet
round the magnet. In general, the surface representative of
Jp is

VNI & b eaeg Vsl g = (2 9)

where N is a unit normal drawn from the boundary into the
magnet. It should also not be forgotten that if the inductivity
changes, there is also the moving force (15) or (14) to be-
reckoned, besides that dependent upon the intrinsic magnetisa-
tion. g

Force on Intrinsically Electrized Matter.

§ 84. The electric analogue of intrinsic magnetisation is in-
trinsic electrisation, represented in a solid dielectric in which
“absorption ” has occurred, and perhaps in pyroelectric crystals.
It seems very probable that there is a true electrisation, quite-
apart from complications due to conduction, surface actions,
and electrolysis. When formulated in a similar manner to in-
trinsic magnetisation, by means of intrinsic electric force e,
producing displacement according to the permittivity of the
medium (which displacement, however, is now also affected by
the presence of conducting matter), and with a similar reckon-
ing of the stored energy, viz., $cE2 per unit volume, where E.
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includes e;, we may expect to find, and do find, a moving force
analogous to (20), viz.,
Ei= VDSt W RCN (23)

where g=-—curle, . . + « . . (24).

That is, magnetoelectric force on the fictitious magnetic cur-
rent g, which is equivalent tothe intrinsic force e, And, similarly
to before, we may remark that the flux due to e, depends solely
upon its curl.

Summary of the Forces. Extension to include varying States
in a Moving Medium,

§ 85. Now bring together the different moving forces we have
gone over, On the electric side we have

F,=Ep-}F2vc[+VDK]+VDg, . . (25),
and on the magnetic side
F,=[Ho]-}H2vu+ VCB+VjB, . . (26),

where the third term on the right of (25), and the first on the
right of (26), in square brackets, are zero; Ho being force on
magnetification and VDK the magnetic analogue of VCB.
The other component forces can all separately exist, and in
stationary states.

Passing to unrestricted variable states, with motion of the
flux-supporting media also, the electric and magnetic stress
vectors indicate thav the moving forces arising therefrom are
obtainable from those exhibited in (25), (26), by simply
changing the meaning of the electric current and the
magnetic current symbols in the third terms on the right.
Above, they stand for conduction current only, and one of
them is fictitious. They must be altered to G, and J,, the
“ true ” currents, as explained in § 66. Thus

F,=Ep-31Eive+VD(Gy+g), . . (27)
Fo=[Ho]-jH?vu+V(J+j))B, . . (28)

express the complete translational forces due to the electric and
magnetic stresses (31), (32), § 72.
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The division of the resultant translational force into a
number of distinet forces is sometimes useless and artificial.
But as many of them can be isolated, and studied separately,
it is not desirable to overlook the division.

The equilibrium of a dielectric medium free from electrifica-
tion and intrinsic forces, which obtains when the electric and
magnetic forces are steady, is upset when they vary. There is
then the electromagnetic force in virtue of the displacement
(electric) current and the magnetoelectric force in virtue of the
magnetic current ; that is,

F=VDB+VDB . . . . . (29)

d 1dw
—%VDB-—Q_ﬂ—Et_, SRR (B O
where W is the flux of energy. Here we neglect possible small
terms depending on the motion of the medium.

That there should be, in a material dielectric, moving force
brought into play under the action of varying displacement and
induction does not present any improbability. But it is less
easy to grasp the idea when it is the ether itself that is the
dielectric concerned. Perhaps this is, for some people, because
of old associations—the elastic solid theory of light, for in-
stance, wherein displacement of the ether represents the
disturbance. .

But if we take an all round view of the electromagnetic con-
nections and their consequences, the idea of moving force on
the ether when its electromagnetic state is changing will be
found to be quite natural, if not imperatively necessary. We
do know something about how disturbances are propagated
through the ether, and we can, on the same principles, allow
for bodily motion of the ether itself. Further, reactions on the
ether, tending to move it, are indicated. But.-here we are
stopped. We have no knowledge of the density of the ether,
nor of its mechanical properties in bulk, so, from default of real
data, are unable to say, except upon speculative data, what
motions actually result, and whether they make any sensible
difference in phenomena calculated on the supposition that the
ether is fixed.
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Union of Electric and Magnetic to produce Electromagnetic
Stress. Principal Axes.

§ 86, From the last formula we see that to have moving force
in a non-conductor (free from electrification, &c.) requires not
merely the coexistence of electric and magnetic force, but also
that one or other of them, or both, should be varying with the
time. That is, when the energy flux is steady, there is no
moving force, but when it varies, its vector time-variation,
divided by 22, expresses the moving force.

The direction of W is a natural one to choose as one of the
axes of reference of the stress, being perpendicular to both E
and H, which indicate the axes of symmetry of the electric and
magnetic stresses. The two lateral pressures combine together
to produce a stress on the W plane

Pwl= —WI(U'I'T), CE R (31)

where W), is a unit vector parallel to W. (Take N =W, in the
general formula (30) § 72 for Py).

If, further, E and H are perpendicular to one another, the
stresses on the planes perpendicular to them are

Pry =B (U=T), . s . /a 055
Pay=HyT=T), « v o+ '« vii(s8)

which are also entirely normal. Here E, and H, are unit
vectors. Thus, W, is always a principal stress axis, while
E, and H, become the other pair of principal axes when they
are perpendicular, as in various cases of electromagnetic waves.

Thus when a long straight wire supports a steady current, or-
else is transmitting waves, the principal axes of the stress at a
point near the wire are respectively parallel to it and perpen-
dicular to it, radially and circularly. The first one has a
pressure (U + T) acting along it, the second (parallel to E) a
pressure (T —TU), and the third (parallel to H) a pressure:
(U-T). (This legitimate use of pressure must not be con-
founded with the utterly vicious misuse of pressure to indi-
cate EM.F. or voltage, by men who are old enough to know
petter, and do.) In general, U and T are unequal. Bat in the:
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case of a solitary wave or train of waves with negligible distor-
tion U and T are equal, and there is but one principal stress,
viz., that with axis parallel to W, a pressure 2U or 2T. It is
this pressure (or its mean value) that is referred to as the
pressure exerted by solar radiation, and its space-variation con-
stitutes the moving force before mentioned. This matter is
still in a somewhat speculative stage.

It is natural to ask what part do the stresses play in the
propagation of disturbances? The stresses and accompanying
.strains in an elastic body are materially concerned in the trans-
mission of motion through them, and it might be thought that
‘it would be the same here. But it does not appear to be so
‘from the electromagnetic equations and their dynamical con-
.sequences—that is to say, we represent the propagation of dis-
turbances by particular relations between the space- and the
time-variations of B and H; and the electromagnetic stress
.and possible bodily motions seem to be accompaniments rather
than the main theme.

Dependence of the Fluxes due to an Impressed Forcive upon
its Curl only. General Demonstration of this Property.

§87, In §83 it was remarked that the flux induction due to
an intrinsic magnetic forcive depends not upon itself directly,
but upon its curl, and in §84 a similar property was pointed
out connecting the flux displacement and intrinsic electric
force. That is to say, the fluxes depend upon the vectors j,
and g, not upon e, and h;, This remarkable and, at first
sight, strange property, which is general, admits of being
.demonstrated in a manner which shall make its truth evident
in a wider sense, and lead to a connected property of consider-
able importance in the theory of electromagnetic waves.

Let there be any impressed forcive €, in a stationary medium.
Its activity is e,J per unit volume, where J is the electric cur-
rent, and the total activity is ZeyJ, where the 2 indicates sum-
mation through all space, or at any rate so far as to include
every place where e, exists. Its equivalent is Q;, the total rate
of waste of energy, and the rate of increase of the total stored
energies, say Ugand Ty. Thus,

Do =Qu+Ug+Ty .« . . . (84).
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Now, the value of the summation is zero if e, has no curl, or
is irrotational—that is, an irrotational forcive does no work
upon a circuital flux. This proposition may be rendered evident
by employing a particular method of effecting the space sum-
mation, viz., instead of the Cartesian method of cubic sub-
division of space, or any method employing co-ordinates, divide
space into the elementary circuital tubes belonging to the flux.
(Here it is J.) Fixing the attention upon any ome of these
circuits, in which the flux is a constant quantity, we see at
once that the part of the summation belonging to it is the
product of the impressed voltage in the circuit and the flux
therein. But there is no impressed voltage, because e, has no
curl ; hence the circuit contributes nothing to the summation.
Further, since this is true for every one of the elementary cir-
cuits, and inclusion of them all includes all space, we see that
the summation ZeyJ necessarily vanishes under the circum-
stance stated of e, being irrotational.

Now return to equation (34), and suppose that the initial
state of things is absence of E and H everywhere, so that Q,, U,
and T, are all zero. Next start any irrotational e, and see
what will happen. The left side of (34) being zero, the right
side must also be and continue zero. But Q,, U, and T, when
not zero are essentially positive. Now if (U,+T,) becomes
positive, Q, should become negative, in order to keep the right
number of (34) at zero. This negativity of Q, being impos-
sible, these quantities Q,, U, and T, must all remain zero. Con-
sequently B and H must remain zero. That is, an irrotational
forcive can produce no fluxes at all, if the flux corresponding
to the force is restricted to be circuital.

It should be observed that this proposition applies not merely
to the steady distribution appropriate to the given forcive, but
to all intermediate stages, involving both electric and magnetic
force, and flux of energy. Nothing happens, in fact, when any
distribution of impressed force is made to vary in time and in
space, provided it be restricted to be of the irrotational type,
so that the voltage (or the gaussage) in every circuit is nil.

Notice further the dependence of the property upon eir-
cuitality of the factor with which the impressed force is
associated (thus J with e;, and similarly G with h,), and the
positivity of energy ; and, more strikingly, the independence
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of such details as are not concerned in equation (34), such as
the distribution of conductivity, permittivity, &c., or of the
forces being linear functions of the fluxes.

Identity of the Disturbances due to Impressed Forcives
having the same Curl. Example:—A. Single Circuital
Source of Disturbance,

. § 88. Returning to (34) again, we see that any two impressed
forcives produce the same results in every particular, as regards
the varying states of E and H gone through, if their curl is
the same. For the difference of the two forcives is an irrota-
tional forcive, and is inoperative. Here it is desirable to take

s

Fia, 6.

an explicit example for illustration of the meaning and effect.
Describe a linear circuit in space, and a surface bounded by the
circuit (Fig. 6). Over this surface, which call S, let an impressed
force V act normally, V being the same all over the surface.
This system of force is irrotational everywhere except at the
bounding circuit, where there is a circuital distribution of g,
the curl of ey, of strength V. .

Now, our present proposition asserts that the disturbances
due to V over the surface S are in every respect the same as
those due to V (the same normal impressed force), spread
over any other surface bounded by the same circuit. The
comprehensiveness of this property may be illustrated by sup-
posing that one surface is wholly in a non-conductor, whilst
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the other passes through a conductor ; or that one surface is
wholly within a conductor, whilst the other passes out-of it
and through another conductor insulated from the first. Thus,
in the diagram, let S be the first surface (in section), and S;
the second, passing through a conductor represented by the
shaded region. The points A, B are where the common
boundary of the two surfaces cuts the paper, whilst the arrows
serve to show the direction of action of the impressed force.
S, is another surface of impressed force, also reaching into the
conductor. Now all these forcives (each by itself) will produce
the same final state of displacement in the dielectric and
electrification of the conductor, and will do so in the same
manner ; that is, the electromagnetic disturbances generated
will be the same when expressed in terms of B and H. The
distribution of energy, for example, and the stresses, will be
the same.

But there must be some difference made by thus shifting the
source of energy. Obviously the nature of the flux of energy
is changed. This being

W =V(E - e)(H - hy),

where we deduct the intrinsic forces to obtain the forces effec-
tive in transferring energy, we see that every change made in
the distribution of the intrinsic sources affects the flux of
energy, in spite of the independence of E and H of their distri-
butions (subject to the limitation mentioned). In our example,
however, the only change is in the sheet of impressed force
itself.

Production of Steady State due to Impressed Forcive by
crossing of Blectromagnetic Waves. Example of a Cir-
cular Source. Distinction between Source of Energy
and of Disturbance.

§ 89. It may be readily suspected from the preceding, that,
as far as the production of electromagnetic disturbances goes,
we may ignore e, and h, altogether, and regard the circnital
vectors g, and j, as the real sources. This is, in fact, the case
when ultimately analysed. In the example just taken the cir-
cuit ABA is the source of the disturbances. That is, they
emanate from this line. If disturbances were propagated

1
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infinitely rapidly there might be some difficulty in recognising
the property, because the steady state appropriate to the
instantaneous state of the impressed force would exist
(if the conductor were away); but, as we shall see later,
the speed of propagation is always finite, depending upon the
values of cand u in the medium; and conduction does not alter
this property, although by its attenuating and distorting effects
it may profoundly alter the nature of the resultant phenomena.
With, then, a finite speed of propagation, we have merely to
cause the impressed force to vary or fluctuate sufficiently
rapidly to obtain distinct evidence of the emanation of waves
from the real sources of disturbance. Thus, let the source be

Fia, 7.

circular in a plane perpendicular to the paper (Fig.7), and A, B
the points where it cuts the paper. When the source is suddenly-
started, the circle ABA is the first line of magnetic force. At
any time ¢ later, such that ot is less than the distance $AB,
the electromagnetic disturbance will be confined wholly within
a ring-shaped region having the circular source for core and of
radius ¢ round A or round B. But when the distance v¢ in-
creases to $AB overlapping commences, and a little later there
is (as in the shaded part of the figure) a region occupied by two
coincident waves crossing one another. Now, the union of
these waves produces the steady state of displacement without
- magnetic force—that i, within the shaded region the magnetic
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force vanishes, and the displacement is that which belongs to
the final steady state. As time goes on, of course the shaded
region enlarges itself indefinitely, although outside it is still a
region occupied by electromagnetic disturbances going out to
infinity. This supposes that there is no conductor in the
way. Should there be one, then, as soon as it is struck by the
initial electromagnetic wave, it becomes and continues to be
a secondary source of disturbance, and the final steady state,
different from the former, now arises from the superimposition
of the primary waves and the secondary.

It is, of course, impossible to go into detail at present, the
object being merely to point out the difference between sources
of energy and sources of disturbance. The source of energy
only works when there is electric current at the spot, and this
comes to it from the vortex lines (the circuital sources of dis-
turbance). Thus, in the last figure, at time v¢, when the ring
of disturbance is of thickness 24¢, if the impressed force be in a
circular disc whose trace is the straight line AB, the force is
working in Aa and in Bb, but inoperative elsewhere. Again,
after overlapping has begun it is still working in Aac and Bdd,
but is inoperative in c¢d, having done its work. Similarly
when the sheet of impressed force has any other shape. The
impressed force only works when it is allowed to work by the
electromagnetic wave reaching it. :

To emphasize the matter, take another case. Let the
impressed force in any telegraph circuit be confined to a single
plane section across the conductor, so that the vortex line
is a line on its surface, going round it. If this be at
Valencia, we may shift the ““seat of the E.M.F.” to Newfound-
land, provided we preserve continuity of connexion with the
vortex line, as before explained ; for instance, by extending
the sheet over the whole surface of the conductor between the
two places. The sheet at Newfoundland and the surface sheet
will together produce the same effects as the original sheet at
Valencia. Or, we may have the sheet entirely outside the
circuit, provided only that it is bounded by the original vortex
line, in touch with the conductor.

What the practical interpretation of this extraordinary
property isin connection with the “seat of E.M.F.” of galvanic
batteries and in electrolysis generally still remains obscure.

12
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All impressed voltages and gaussages are more or less difficult
to understand. But there need be no doubt as to the general
truth of the property if the circuitality of the current can be
trusted.

The Eruption of “4w”s.

§ 90. Tt may have been observed that the equations employed
by me in the preceding differ from those in use in all mathe-
matical treatises on the subject in a certain respect (amongst
others), inasmuch as the constant 4w, which is usually so
obtrusively prominent, has been conspicuous by its absence.
This constant 47 was formerly supposed to be an essential part
of all electric and magnetic theories. One of the earliest
results to which a student of the mathematics of electricity
was introduced in pre-Maxwellian days was Coulomb’s law of
the relation between the density of the electric layer on a
conductor and the intensity of electric force just outside it, say

IS LA B o o e ()

and, since this was proved by mathematics, it seemed that the
47 was an essential ratio between two physical quantities, viz.,
electricity and the force it exerted on other electricity. Never
n hint was given that this 4 was purely conventional ; it was
not, indeed, even recognised to be conventional, and is not at
the present day in some quarters. Then, again, at the begin-
ning of magnetism, was Gauss’s celebrated theorem proving
mathematically that the total flux of magnetic force outward
through a closed surface equalled precisely 4« times the total
amount of magnetism enclosed within the surface ; and, for all
that might appear to the contrary, this remarkable result
flowed out necessarily from the properties of the potential
function and its derivatives, and of the three direction cosines
of the normal to an element of the surface. It was funny—
very funny. How ever the 4= managed to find it38 way in was
the puzzle in these and similar results; for instance, in the
well-known
p=l+4we, . . . o . . (2

where p is the permeability and « another physical property,
the susceptibility to magnetisation of a substance. The dark
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mystery was carefully covered up by the mathematics. It was
as hard to understand as the monarch found it to explain the
presence of the apple in the dumpling—how did the goodwife
manage to get it in? Nor was the matter rendered plainer by
Maxwell's great treatise. ~Maxwell thought his theory of
electric displacement explained the meaning of the 4 (in the
corresponding electric theorem), as if it were a matter of
physics, instead, as is the fact, of irrationally chosen units.

As the present chapter has been mainly devoted to a general
outline of electromagnetic theory expressed in formulse involv-
ing rational units, it will be fitting, in bringing it to a conclu-
sion, to explain here the relation these rational units bear to
the ordinary irrational units.

The Origin and Spread of the Eruption.

§ 91. The origin of the 4= absurdity lay in the wisdom of
our ancestors,—literally. The inverse square law being recog-
nised, say that two charges ¢, and g, repelled one another with
a force varying inversely as the square of the distance between
them ; thus,

F=agfr®y « « « « « . (3)

where « is a constant ; what was more natural than to make
the expression of the law as simple as possible by giving the
constant a the value unity, if, indeed, it were thought of at all ?
Our ancestors could not see into the future,—that is to say,
beyond their noses,—and perceive that this system would work
out absurdly. They were sufficiently wise in their generation,
and were not to blame.

But, after learning that certain physical quantities bear to
one another invariable relations, we should, in forming a syste-
matic representation of the same, endeavour to avoid the intro-
duction of arbitrary and unnecessary constants. This valuable
principle was recognised to a small extent by our ancestors, as
above ; it was emphasised by Maxwell and Jenkin in their
little treatise on units in one of the Reports of the B. A.
Committee on Electrical Standards (1863, Appendix C; p. 59
of Spon’s Reprint). Thus, referring to the magnetic law of
inverse squares, we have the following :—
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“The strength of the pole is necessarily defined as propor-
tional to the force it is capable of exerting on any other pole.
Hence the force f exerted between two poles of the strengths m
and m,, must be proportional to the product mm,. The force
f is also found to be inversely proportional to the square of the
distance, D, separating the poles, and to depend on no other
quantity ; hence, we have, unless an absurd and useless coefficient
be introduced,

S=mm /DY . . ., . . (4)

Observe the words which I have italicised. When it is con-
sidered what Maxwell had then done in the way of framing a
broad theory of electromagnetism, it is marvellous that he
should have written in that way. By mere force of habit one
might, indeed, not consider there to be anything anomalous
about the 47 in Coulomb’s and Gauss’s theorems. But did not
Mazxwell’s electrostatic energy K(#2/8x and his magnetic energy
1»E)?/87 per unit volume loudly proclaim that there was some-
thing radically wrong in the system to lead to such a mode of
expression, which fault should be attended to and set right abd
“nitio, especially in framing a permanent system of practical
units, which was what Maxwell and his colleagues were about ?

It would seem that the proclamation fell upon deaf ears, for
not only were the units irrationally constructed, but in his
Treatise, which followed some years later, we find the following
statement (p. 155, second edition). After an account of his
theory of electric displacement, we are told that ‘“the theory
completely accounts for the theorem of Art. 77, that the total
induction through a closed surface is equal to the total quantity
of electricity within the surface multiplied by 4. For what
we have called the induction through the surface is simply the
electric displacement multiplied by 4w, and the total displace-
ment outward is necessarily equal to the total charge within
the surface.” That is, his theory of electric displacement
accounts for the 4w. So it seems to do; and yet the 4= has no
essential connection with his theory, or with any one else’s.
Though by no means evident until it is pointed out, it is entirely
a question of the proper choice of units, and is independent of
all theories of electricity. It depends upon something much
more fundamental.
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The Cure of the Disease by Proper Measure of the Strength
of Sources.

§92. When looked into carefully, the question is simply
this : What is the natural measure of the strength of a source?
Suppose, for instance, we have a source of heat in a medium
which does not absorb heat, how should we measure the
intensity of the source? Plainly by the amount of heat emitted
per second, passing out through any surface enclosing the
source.  If the flux of heat be isotropically regular, its density
will vary inversely as the square of the distance from a point
source, giving

C=8/4=r2, .. . . . J'. ()

if C be the heat flux (per unit area) at distance » from the
source of strength S. If we knock out the 47 we shall
obviously have an unnatural measure of the strength of the
source.

Similarly, if we send water along a pipe and let it flow from
its end, which may therefore be regarded as a source, we
should naturally measure its strength in a similar manner, viz.,
by the current in the pipe, or by the ¢otal outflow.

Now in an electric field, or in a magnetic field, or in the
field of any vector magnitude, we have everywhere mathe-
matically analogous cases. We find, for instance, that electro-
static force is distributed like velocity in an incompressible
liquid, except at certain places, where it is, by analogy,
generated, or has its source. If, then, we observe that the
flux of force through a closed surface is not zero, there must
be sources within the region enclosed, and the natural measure
of the total strength of the sources is the total flux of force
itself. I have put this in terms of electric force rather than of
electric displacement, merely to exemplify that the matter has
no particular connexion with electric displacement. In the
former case it is a source of “electric force ” that is considered;
in the latter, it would be of displacement; and the principle
concerned in a rational reckoning of the strength of a source is
the same in either case. It is a part of the fitness of things,
and holds good in the abstract theory of the space-variation of
vector magnitudes, apart from all physical application.
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Using, temporarily, the language of lines of force, or of tubes
of force (which, however, as here, sometimes works out rather
nonsensically), we may say that a wunit pole sends out one line
of force, or one tube, when rationally estimated.

Next there is the proper measure of the strength of eir-
cuital fluxes to be considered ; electric current, for instance.
The universal property here is that the circuitation of the
magnetic force is proportional to the current through the
circuit ; and the natural Xpeasure of the strength of the current
is the circuitation itself, ‘without, as usual, dividing by 4.
Now this division by 4 arises out of the irrational reckoning
of the strength of point sources. We may therefore expect
that when the point sources are measured rationally, the 4=
will disappear from the reckoning of electric current, making
the circuitation of magnetic force the proper reckoning. This
is so, as may be easily seen by substituting for a linear
electric current an equivalent magnetic shell, and so bringing
in point sources distributed over its two faces.

Thus, in rational units, if we have a point source ¢ of dis-
placement, and a point source m of induction, we have

D =gq/4nr?, Bty a2 SRR ()
to express the displacement and induction at distance r, when
the fluxes emanate isotropically ; and

E=(gf)fdmr®,  H=(m/p/t=? . . (7)
if g/c and m/p are the measures of the sources of electric and
magnetic force respectively. In the magnetic case m may repre-
sent the strength of a pole, on the understanding that (since
the induction is really circuital) we ignore the flux coming to the
pole (as along a filamentary magnet), and consider only the
diverging induction. Also,

H=@/2mSiinis =, . . «8)

expresses the intensity of magnetic force at distance » from a
long solitary straight current of strength C.

Obnpxious Effects of the Eruption.

§ 93. Considering merely the formulee belonging to point
sources with uniform divergence, we see that the effect of



OUTLINE OF ELECTROMAGNETIC CONNECTIONS. 121

changing from irrational to rational units is to introduce 4.
If this were all, we might overlook the fundamental irration-
ality and use irrational units for practical convenience. But,
as a matter of fact, it works out quite differently. For the
unnatural suppression of the 4z in the formule of central
force, where it has a right to be, drives it into the blood, there
to multiply itself, and afterwards break out all over the body
of electromagnetic theory. The few formulz where 47 should
be are principally scholastic formule and little used ; the many
formule where it is forced out are, on the contrary, useful
formulee of actual practice, and of the practice of theory. A
practical theorist would knock them out merely from the
trouble they give, let alone the desire to see things in their
right places. Furthermore, it should be remarked that the
irrationality of the formule is a great impediment in the way
of a clear understanding of electromagnetic theory. The
interpretation of equation (2) above, for instance, or of the
similar well-known equation

B=9 +4r3,

presents some difficulty even to a student of ability, unless he
be given beforehand a hint or two to assist him. For if « is
a rational physical quantity, then u cannot be ; or if u is right,
then « must be wrong. Or 8, ), and I must be incongruous.
The 4= is also particularly inconvenient in descriptive matter
relating to tubes of force or flux, and in everything connected
with them. '

This difficulty in the way of understanding the inner mean-
ing of theory is still further increased by the 47 not entering
into the magnetic formule in the same way as into the electric.
Thus, it is ) and #8/47w which are analogues. Again, in many
of the irrational formule the irrationality appears to disappear.
For instance, in 3Wp, in } A, in @D, in G, and in some
others. This is because both the factors are irrational, and the
two irrationalities cancel. It looks as if ) were the flux
belonging to @, but it is not. In reality, we have, if 2 = (4x)3,

@ =2E, c(@® = 2D, D=2"D;
therefore, ED=@¢D,
whilst ¢ is the same in both irrational and rational units.
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A Plea for the Removal of the Eruption by the Radical Cure,

§94. The question now is, what is to be done? Are we
modern pigmies, who by looking over the shoulders of the
giants can see somewhat further than they did, to go on perpe-
trating and perpetuating their errors for ever aund ever, and
even legalising them ? If they are to be enforced, it is to be
hoped that it will not be made a penal offence not to use the:
legal and imperial units.

The “brain-wasting perversity ” of the British nation in sub-
mitting year after year to be ruled by such a heterogeneous
and incongruous collection of units as the yard, foot, inch, mile,
knot, pound, ounce, pint, quart, gallon, acre, pole, horse-power,
ete., ete., has been repeatedly lamented by would-be reformers,
who would introduce the common-sense decimal system; and
amongst them have been prominent electricians who hoped to-.
insert the thin end of the wedge by means of the decimal sub-
division of the electrical units, and their connection with the
metre and gramme, and thus lead to the abolition of the present
British system of weights and measures with its absurd and
useless arbitrary connecting constants. But what a satire it
is upon their labours that they should have fallen into the very:
pit they were professedly avoiding! The perverse British
nation—practically the British engineers—have surely a right
to expect that the electricians will first set their own house in
order.

The ohm and the volt, etc., are now legalised, so that, as I
am informed, it is too late to alter them. This is a non seq.,
however, for the yard and the gallon are legalised ; and if it is
not too late to alter them, it cannot be too late to put the new-
fangled ohm and its companions right. It is never too late to-
mend. No new physical laboratory determinations will be
needed. The value of = has been calculated to- hundreds of
places of decimals ; so that rational ohms, volts, etc., can be now
fixed with the same degree of accuracy as the irrational ones,.
by any calculator.

When I first: brought up this matter in The Electrician in
1882-3, explaining the origin of the 4= absurdity and its cure,
I did not go further than to use rational units in explaining the-
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theory of potentials, scalar and vector, and similar matters; then
returning to irrational units in order to preserve harmony with
the formulze in Maxwell’s treatise, and I did not think a change
was practicable, on account of the B. A. Committee’s work, and
the general ignorance and want of interest in the subject. But
much has happened since then. The spread of electrical know-
ledge has been immense, econcurrent with the development of
electrical industries, to say nothing of theoretical and experi-
mental developments. I therefore now think the change is
perfectly practicable. At any rate, some one must set the
example, if the change is to occur. I have, therefore, in the
preceding, wholly avoided the irrational units ab ¢nitto ; and
shall continue to use rational units in the remainder of this
work.

So far. as theoretical papers and treatises are concerned,
there is no difficulty. Every treatise on Electricity should be
done in rational formule, their connexion with the irrational
(so long as they exist) being explained separately (in a chapter
at the end of the book, for instance), along with the method of
converting into volts, amperes, etc., the present practical units.
At present you have to first settle whether to use the electro-
static or the electromagnetic units, and then introduce the
appropriate powers of 10. If rational formule are used, then,
in addition, you must first insert the constant 4= in certam
places, so long as the irrational units last.

When, however, the real advantages of the rational system
become widely recognized and thoroughly assimilated, then
will come a demand for the rationalisation of the practical
units. Even at present the poor practician is complaining
that he cannot even pass from magnetomotive force to am-
pere-turns without a ‘“stupid ¥ 4w coefficient getting in the
way. That the practical electrical units should be reformed
as a preliminary to the general reform of the British units
requires no argument to maintain. That ‘this general reform is
coming I have not the least doubt. Even the perversity of the
British engineer has its limits.

Rational v. Irrational Electric Poles.

§ 95. We may now briefly compare some of the more impor-
tant formule in the two systems. Let us denote quantities in
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rational units as in the preceding (except that when vector rela-
tions are not in question we need not employ special type), and
the corresponding quantities in irrational units by the same
symbols with the suffix ;; thus, gand ¢;. Also denote (4)} by .

Let ¢; be the irrational charge which repels an equal
irrational charge at distance r with the same force F as a
rational charge ¢ repels an equal chprge at the same distance.

Th
en, A el el
F=_(;_) =_(J), v, Ve (DY
c\ Zr C\ 7T

g=2¢; . . . . . . (10)

As regards the ratio of the units, it is sufficient merely to
observe that the magnitude of the number expressing a
quantity varies inversely as the size of the unit. This’
applies throughout, so that we need not bring in units at all,
but keep to the concretes appearing in formulee.

By (10) we shall have

Therefore

2 T P L R 1)

if p is volume-density of electrification, o surface density,
D displacement, C electric current density (or else the total
displacement and current).

Since D=cE, and D;=cE/fdx, . . . . (12)
whilst D=zD,; by (11), we have also
i g TSR T ¢ L s

where A is the time-integral of E, V the line-integral of E, or
voltage, ¢ impressed electric force, P electric potential or poten-
tial difference. . ;

The permittivity ¢ is the same in both systems. So is the
ratio c/c, of the permittivity to that of ether, or the specific
inductive capacity (electric). The rational permittance of a
unit cube condenser is ¢, and the irrational is ¢;/4w. If S is
the permittance of any condenser

BNl % & slow i(ld)
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and its energy is

IVQ=1VQ;=18V?=4§;vg, . . . (15)
if Q is its charge and V its voltage. We also have
$ED=4E,D;=}cE2=}cE2/4=.. . . (16)
%E’p= R Riopt S ST
IAC=3AC, . . . . . . (18)

the first and second sets relating to electric energy, the third
to magnetic energy.

By Ohm’s law .
V=RC, and V.=RC;; . . (19

therefore by (11) and (13)

(20)

where 7 is resistivity, so that
EC=EC;=RC2=RC2 . . . (21)

Rational v. Irrational Magnetic Poles.

§ 96. If the repulsion between two magnetic poles m and m
is F at distance.r, and this is also the repulsion between irra-
tional poles m; and m,;, we have

F=%(x_":)2=:_‘(7%)2 o4 Tt InlR

where p is the inductivity of the medium, common to the two
systems, as is likewise u/u, the ratio of u to that of the ether,
or the permeability. So
m=xm; . . . . . . (23)
Here some discrepancies come in. For
B=pH, and Bi=pH;; . . (24)
m H.- Bi Qi ]L‘-

h e e S = == = . . . 25
80 we hav x Py H B ) IL, ( )

where  is magnetic potential or gaussage. If I be intrinsic
magnetisation (intensity of), then

I=ph, and T=phjs, . . . (26)
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from which, and by (25), we have
li(Alse' 70 oo v ol (&)
The equation B=uH, in the sense used by me, expands to
B=ph+F), . . . . . . (28)

where h is intrinsic, and F is the magnetic force of the field.
Also .
p=po(l+ ) =py(l+47x), « . o (29)
80 we have, by (28) and (26),
B=I+pF+pxF,. . . . . (30)
‘where p«F is the induced magnetisation.
IfLmiwmmmq%LW=§MQ&WMMBM=%=%2H

‘M is mutual inductance.
In the common equation,

B,; = F; + 47TI; I T Y (31),

‘the intrinsic and induced magnetisations are lumped together
for one thing, and it is assumed that p,=1. The quantity «
is thus essentially a numeric, whilst p is only a numeric by
assumption. But whilst p=pg, we have x=ua?x;. Although
magnetisation, whether intrinsic or induced, are of the same
kind as induction, yet the reckoning is discrepant. Compare
{27) with (25) for B and B;, In (27) also, I may be either
intrinsic or induced, so far as the ratio x goes.

The common equation, divD;= p, becomes

divD=p, . . . . . . (32

and the characteristic equation of Poisson becomes
ViP=—pfc, . .= . . (33)
the 47 going out by the rationalisation. But P itself is given
by P=Z2pftwre. . . . . . (34
The definition of current density,
curl H;= 470,
becomes, egrli =G coo ol e 5(35)
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Other changes readily follow. But now that I have explicitly
stated the relation between my rational formule and the
ordinary, I leave the irrationals—for good, I hope—and return
to the rational and simplified formule, which are so much
superior.

APPENDIX.

THE ROTATIONAL ETHER IN ITS APPLICATION TO
ELECTROMAGNETISM. :

According to Maxwell’s theory of electric displacement,
disturbances in the electric displacement and magnetic induc-
tion are propagated in a non-conducting dielectric after the
manner of motions in an incompressible solid. The subject is
somewhat obscured in Maxwell’s treatise by his equations of
propagation containing A, ¥, J, all of which are functions
considerably remote from the vectors which represent the state
of the field, viz., the electric and magnetic forces, and by some
dubious reasoning coucerning ¥ and J. There is, however, no
doubt about the statement with which I commenced, as it
becomes immediately evident when we ignore the potentials
and use E or H instead, the electric or the magnetic force.

The analogy has been made use of in more ways than one,
and can be used in very many ways. The easiest of all is to
assume that the magnetic force is the velocity of the medium,
magnetic induction the momentum, and so on, as is done by
Prof. Lodge (Appendix to “Modern Views of Electricity ”).
I bave also used, this method for private purposes, on account
of the facility with which electromagnetic problems may be
made elastic-solid problems. I have shown that when impressed
electric force acts it is the curl or rotation of the electric force
which is to be considered as the source of the resulting distur-
bances. Now, on the assumption that the magnetic force is
the velocity in the elastic solid, we find that the curl of the
impressed electric force is represented simply by impressed
mechanical force of the ordinary Newtonian type. This is
very convenient. . . :
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But the difficulties in the way of a complete and satisfactory
representation of electromagnetic phenomena by an elastic-
solid ether are insuperable. Recognising this, Sir W. Thomson
has recently brought out a new ether ; a rotational ether. It
is incompressible, and has no true rigidity, but possesses a quasi.
rigidity arising from elastic resistance to absolute rotation.

The stress consists partly of a hydrostatic pressure (which I
shall ignore later), but there is no distorting stress, and its
place is taken by a rotating stress. It gives rise to a trans-
lational force and a torque. If E be the torque, the stress on
any plane N (unit normal) is simply VEN, the vector product
of the torque and the normal vector.

The force is —curl E. We have therefore the equation of
motion 2

—curl BE=uH,
if H is the velocity and x the density. But, alas, the torque
is proportional to the rotation. This gives

curl H= cI.B,

where ¢ is the compliancy, the reciprocal of the quasi-rigidity.

Now these are the equations connecting electric and magnetic
force in a non-conducting dielectric, when p is the inductivity
and ¢ the permittancy. We have a parallelism in detail, not
merely in some particulars. The kinetic energy {uH? repre-
sents the magnetic energy, and the potential energy 1cE? the
electric energy. The vector-flux of energy is VEH, the activity
of the stress,

This mode of representation differs from that of Sir W..
Thomson, who represents magnetic force by rotation. This
system makes electric energy kinetic, and magnetic energy
potential, which I do not find so easy to follow,

Now let us, if possible, extend our analogy to conductors.
Let the translational and the rotational motions be both fric-
tionally resisted, and let the above equations become

—curl E=gH + /LI'I,
curl H=%E + cﬁ.

where g is the translational frictionality ; & will be considered
later. We have now the equations of electric and magnetic
force in a dielectric with duplex conductivity, £ being the
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electric and ¢ the magnetic conductivity (by analogy with elec-
tric force, but a frictionality in our present dynamical analogy).

We have, therefore, still a parallelism in every detail. We
have waste of energy by friction gH? (translational) and kE2
(rotational). If g/u=Fk/c the propagation of disturbances
will take place precisely as in a non-conducting dielectric,
though with attenuation caused by the loss of energy.

To show how this analogy works out in practice, consider a
telegraph circuit, which is most simply taken to be three
co-axial tubes. Let, A, B, and C be the tubes; A the inner-
most, C the outermost, B between them ; all closely fitted.
Let their material be the rotational ether. In the first place,
suppose that there is perfect slip between B and its neighbours.
Then, when a torque is applied to the end of B (the axis of
torque to be that of the tubes), and circular motion thus
given to B, the motion is (in virtue of the perfect slip) trans-
mitted along B, without change of type, at constant speed, and
without affecting A and C.

This is the analogue of a concentric cable, if the conductors
A and C be perfect conductors, and the dielectric B a perfect
insulator, The terminal torque corresponds to the impressed
voltage. It should be so distributed over the end of B that the
applied force there is circular tangential traction, varying
inversely as the distance from the axis ; like the distribution
of magnetic force, in fact.

Now, if we introduce translational and rotational resistance
in B, in the above manner, still keeping the slip perfect, we
make the dielectric not only conducting electrically but also
magnetically. This will not do. Abolish the translational re-
sistance in B altogether, and let there be no slip at all between
Band A, and B and C. Let also there be rotational resistance
in A and C.

We have now the analogue of a real cable : two conductors
separated by a third, All are dielectrics, but the middle one
should have practically very slight conductivity, so that it is
pre-eminently a dielectric ; whilst the other two should have
very high conductivity, so that they are pre-eminently con
ductors. The three constants, g, ¢, %, may have any value in
the three tubes, but practically % should be in the middle tube
a very small fraction of what it is in the others.

4
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It is remarkable that the quasi-rotational resistance in A and
C should tend to counteract the distorting effect on waves of
the quasi-rotational resistance in B. But the two rotations,
it should be observed, are practically perpendicular, being
axial or longitudinal (now) in A and C, and transverse or
radial in B; due to the relative smallness of % in the middle
tube.

To make this neutralising property work exactly we must
transfer the resistance in the tubes A and C to the tube B, at
the same time making it translational resistance. Also restore
the slip. Then we can have perfect annihilation of distortion
in the propagation of disturbances, viz., when % and g are so
proportioned as to make the two wastes of energy equal. In.
the passage of a disturbance along B there is partial absorption,
but no reflection.

But as regards the meaning of the above % there is a diffi-
eulty. In the original rotational ether the torque varies as the
rotation. If we superadd a real frictional resistance to rotation
we get an equation of the form

i:=(a+b.‘i)cuﬂn,
a

E being (as before) the torque, and H the velocity. But this
is not of the right form, which is (as above)

d
curl H=( £k + c— )E;
u ( cdt) ;

therefore some special arrangement is required (to produce the
dissipation of energy XE?), which does not obviously present
itself in the mechanics of the rotational ether.

On the other hand, if we follow up the other system, in
which magnetic force is allied with rotation, we may put g=0,
let —E be the velocity and H the torque ; u the compliancy,
¢ the density, and % the translational frictionality. This gives -

—curl E= ;Lﬁ
curl H=/E + cE.

We thus represent a homogeneous conducting dielectric, with
a translational resistance to cause the Joulean waste of energy.
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But it is now seemingly impossible to properly satisfy the con-
ditions of continuity at the interface of different media. For
instance, the velocity — B should be continuous,.but we do not
have normal continuity of electric force at an interface. In
the case of the tubes we avoided this difficulty by having the
velocity tangential.

Either way, then, the matter is left, for the present, in an
imperfect state.

In the general case, the d/d¢ of our equations should receive
an extended meaning, on account of the translational motion
of the medium. The analogy will, therefore, work out less
satisfactorily. And it must be remembered that it is only an
analogy in virtue of similitude of relations. We cannot, for
instance, deduce the Maxwellian stresses and mechanical forces
or charged or currented bodies. The similitude does not ex-
tend so far. But certainly the new ether gees somewhat
further than anything known to me that has been yet proposed
in the way of a stressed solid.

[P.S.—The special reckonings of torque and rotation in the
above are merely designed to facilitate the elastic-solid and
electromagnetic comparisons without unnecessary constants.]




CHAPTER IIL

—

THE ELEMENTS OF VECTORIAL ALGEBRA AND
ANALYSIS.

Scalars and Vectors.

§ 97. Ordinary algebra, as is well known, treats of quantities
and their relations. If, however, we examine geometry, we
shall soon find that the fundamental entity concerned, namely
a straight line, when regarded as an entity, cannot be treated
simply as a quantity in the algebraical sense. It has, indeed,
size, viz., its length ; but with this is conjoined another impor-
tant property, its direction. Taken as a whole, it is a Vectar,
In contrast with this, an ordinary quantity, having size only, is
a Scalar. 2

Again, if we consider the mathematics of physical questions,
we find two distinet kinds of magnitudes prominently present.
All such magnitudes as mass, density, energy, temperature, are
evidently quantities in the simple algebraical sense; that is,
scalar magnitudes, or simply scalars. A certain (it may be
an unstated) unit of density, for instance, being implied, any
density is expressed by asimple number. (The question of the
¢ dimensions ” of physical magnitudes is not in question.) All
magnitudes whatever which have no directional peculiarity
and which are each specified by a single number are scalars,
and subject to scalar algebra.

But such magnitudes as displacement, velocity, acceleration,
force, momentum, electric current, &c., which have direction as
well as size, and which are fully specified by statement of the
size and direction, are vector magnitudes, or simply vectors.
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Now, just as there is an algebra and analysis for scalars, so is
there a vector algebra and analysis appropriate to vectors; and it
is the object of the present chapter to give a brief account of
the latter, especially in respect to its application to electromag-
netism.

Characteristics of Cartesian and Vectorial Analysis.

§ 98. Algebraical or analytical geometry in the usual Cartesian
form, though dealing ultimately with vectors, is not vectorial
algebra. It is, in fact, a reduction to scalar algebra by resolu-
tion of every vector into three rectangular components, which
are manipulated as scalars. Similarly, in the usual treatment
of physical vectors, there is an avoidance of the vectors them-
selves by their resolution into components. That this is a
highly artificial process is obvious, but it is often convenient.
More often, however, the Cartesian mathematics is ill-adapted
to the work it has to do, being lengthy and cumbrous, and
frequently calculated to conceal rather than to furnish and
exhibit useful results and relations in a ready manner. When
we work directly with vectors, we have our attention fixed
upon them, and on their mutual relations; and these are
usually exhibited in a neat, compact, and expressive form,
whose inner meaning is evident at a glance to the practised
eye. Put the same formula, however, into the Cartesian form,
and—what a difference! The formula which was expressed by
a few letters and symbols in a single line, readable at once,
sometimes swells out and covers a whole page! A very close
study of the complex array of symbols is then required to find out
what it means ; and, even though the notation be thoroughly
symmetrical, it becomes a work of {ime and great paiience.
In this interpretation we shall, either consciously or uncon-
sciously, be endeavouring to translate the Cartesian formule
into the language of vectors.

Again, in the Cartesian method, we are led away from the
physical relations that it is so desirable to bear in mind, to the
working out of mathematical exercises upon the components,
It becomes, or tends to become, blind mathematics. It was
once told as a good joke upon a mathematician that the poor
man went mad and mistook his symbols for realities ; as M for
the moon and S for the sun. There is another side to the
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story, however. If our object be ultimately physical, rathex
than mathematical, then the more closely we can identify the
symbols with their physical representatives the more usefully
can we work, with avoidance of useless—though equally true—
mathematical exercises. The mere sight of the arrangement
of symbols should call up an immediate picture of the physics
symbolised, so that our formule may become alive, as it were.
Now this is possible, and indeed, comparatively easy, in
vectorial analysis ; but is very difficult in Cartesian analysis,
beyond a certain point, owing to the geometrically progressive
complexity of the expressions to be interpreted and manipu-
lated. Vectorial algebra is the natural language of vectors,
and no one who has ever learnt it (not too late in life, how-
ever) will ever care to go back from the vitality of vectors to
the bulky inanimateness of the Cartesian system.

Abstrusity of Quaternions and Comparative Simplicity
gained by ignoring them.

§ 99. But supposing, as is generally supposed, vector
algebra is something ‘“awfully difficult,” involving meta-
physical considerations of an abstruse nature, only to be
thoroughly understood by consummately profound metaphysico-
mathematicians, such as Prof. Tait, for example. Well, if so,
there would not be the slightest chance for vector algebra and
analysis to ever become generally useful ; and I should not be
writing this, nor should I have, for several years past, persisted
in using vector algebra in electromagnetic theory—a prophet
howling in the wilderness. Tt will readily be concluded, then,
that 1 believe that the vector analysis is going to become
generally used in scientific work, and that what is needed is
not ‘“awfully difficult.” There was a time, indeed, when I,
although recognising the appropriateness of vector analysis in
electromagnetic theory (and in mathematical physics gene-
rally), did think it was harder to understand and to work
than the Cartesian analysis. But that was before I had
thrown off the quaternionic old-man-of-the-sea who fastened him-
self on my shoulders when reading the only accessible treatise
on the subject—Prof. Tait’s Quaternions. But I came later
to see that, so far as the vector analysis I required was
concerned, the quaternion was not only not required, but was
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a. positive evil of no inconsiderable magnitude ; and that by its
avoidance the establishment of vector analysis was made quite
simple and its working also simplified, and that it could be con-
veniently harmonised with ordinary Cartesian work. There is
not a ghost of a quaternion in any of my papers (except in
one, for a special purpose). The vector analysis I use may be
described either as a convenient and systematic abbreviation of
Cartesian analysis ; or else, as Quatérnions without the quater-
nions, and with a simplified notation harmonising with Car-
tesians. In this form, it is not more difficult, but easier to
work than Cartesians. Of course you must learn how to work
it. Initially, unfamiliarity may make it difficult. But no
amount of familiarity will make Quaternions an easy subject.

Maxwell, in his great treatise on Electricity and Magnetism,
whilst pointing out the suitability of vectorial methods to the
treatment of his subject, did not go any further than to freely
make use of the idea of a vector, in the first place, and to
occasionally express his results in vectorial form. In this way
his readers became familiarised with the idea of a vector, and
also with the appearance of certain formule when exhibited in
the quaternionic notation. They did not, however, derive any
information how to work vectors. On the whole, I am inclined
to think that the omission of this information has not tended
to impede the diffusion of a knowledge of vector analysis.
For, had he given an account of the theory, he would certainly
have followed the Hamilton-Tait system; and this would
probably, for reasons I shall shortly mention, have violently
prejudiced his readers against the whole thing.

But the diffusion of vector analysis has, undoubtedly, in
my opinion, been impeded by the absence of sufficiently ele-
mentary works on the subject, with a method of establishment
of principles adapted to ordinary minds, and with a con-
veniently workable notation. For the reader of Maxwell’s
treatise who desired to learn to work vectors in analysis had
either to go to Hamilton’s ponderous volumes, or else to Prof.
Tait’s treatise. The former are out of the question for initiatory
purposes. But the latter is excessively difficult, although de-
scribed as “an elementary treatise”—not the same thing as
“ 5 treatise on the elements.” The difficulty arises in a gread
measure from the quaternionic basis.
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Elementary Vector Analysis independent of the
Quaternion,

§100. Suppose a sufficiently competent mathematician
desired to find out from the Cartesian mathematics what vector
algebra was like, and its laws. He could do so by careful
inspection and comparison of the Cartesian formulee. He would
find certain combinations of symbols and quantities occurring
again and again, usually in systems of threes. He might
introduce tentatively an abbreviated notation for these com-
binations. After a little practice he would perceive the laws
according to which these combinations arose and how they
operated. Finally, he would come to a very compact system
in which vectors themselves and certain simple functions of
vectors appeared, and would be delighted to find that the rules
for the multiplication and general manipulation of these vectors
were, considering the complexity of the Cartesian mathematics
out of which he had discovered them, of an almost incredible
simplicity. But there would be no sign of a quaternion in his
results, for one thing; and, for another, there would be no
metaphysics or abstruse reasoning required to establish the
rules of manipulation of his vectors. Vector analysis is, in its
elements, entirely independent of the exceedingly difficult
theory of quaternions; that is, when the latter is treated
quaternionically ab initio.

“ Quaternion ” was, I think, defined by an American school-
girl to be “an ancient religious ceremony.” - This was, however,
a complete mistake. The ancients—unlike Prof. Tait—knew
not, and did not worship Quaternions. The quaternion and
its laws were discovered by that extraordinary genius Sir W.
Hamilton. A quaternion is neither a scalar, nor a vector, but
a sort of combination of both. It has no physical representa-
tives, but is a highly abstract mathematical concept.” It is the
“operator ” which turns one vector into another. It has a
stretching faculty first, to make the one vector become as long
as the other; and a rotating faculty, to bring the one into
parallelism with the other.

Now in Quaternions the quaternion is the master, and lays
down the law to the vector and scalar. Everything revolves
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round the quaternion. The laws of vector algebra themselves
are established through quaternions, assisted by the imaginary
~=1. But I am not sure that any one has ever quite under-
stood this establishment. It is done in the second chapter of
Tait’s treatise. I never understood it, but had to pass on.
That the establishment is not demonstrative may be the reason
of the important changes made therein in the third edition.
But it is still undemonstrative to me, though much improved.
Now this relates to the very elements of the subject, viz., the
scalar and vector products of a pair of vectors, the laws of
which are quite plain in the Cartesian mathematics. Clearly,
then, the quaternionic is an undesirable way of beginning the
subject, and impedes the diffusion of vectorial analysis in a way
which is as vexatious and brain-wasting as it is unnecessary.

Tait v. Gibbs and Gibbs v. Tait.

§ 101. Considering the obligations I am personally under to
Prof. Tait (in spite of that lamentable second chapter), it does
seem ungrateful that I should complain. But I have at heart
the spread of a working knowledge of elementary vector
analysis quite as much as Prof. Tait has the extension of the
theory of quaternions. Besides, Prof. Tait has assumed a very
cconservative attitude in relation to Hamilton’s grand system.
For instance, to “more than one correspondent” who had
written for explanation of something they found obscure—and
the same thing occurred to me—described in his treatise by
“JIt is evident, . . .”, he, “on full consideration,” decides not
to modify it, but to italicise the words! He also told them
that if they did not see it, in the light of certain preceding
parts of the treatise, then they had “begun the study of
Quaternions too soon” (Third edition, p. 110). This is as
characteristic of the sardonic philosopher as a certain heavy
kind of *“flippancy ” is of the Cockney. Again, in his Preface
he states one cause of the little progress made in the develop-
ment of Quaternions to be that workers have (especially in
France) been more intent on modifying the notation or the
mode of presentation of the elementary principles, than in
extending the application of the calculus. “Even Prof.
Willard Gibbs must be ranked as one of the retarders of
quaternionic progress, in virtue of his pamphlet on Vector
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Analysis, a sort of hermaphrodite monster, compounded of the
notations of Hamilton and Grassmann.” Grassmann, I may
observe, established, ¢nter alia, a calculus of vectors, but not
of quaternions.

Prof. W. Gibbs is well able to take care of himself. I may,
however, remark that the modifications referred to are evidence
of modifications being felt to beneeded ; and that Prof. Gibbs’s
pamphlet (Nor PusLisHED, Newhaven, 1881-4, pp. 83), is not
a quaternionic treatise, but an able and in some respects
original little treatise on vector analysis, though too condensed
and also too advanced for learners’ use ; and that Prof. Gibbs,
being no doubt a little touched by Prof. Tait’s condemnation,
has recently (in the pages of Nature) made a powerful defence of
his position. He has by a long way the best of the argument,
unless Prof. Tait’s rejoinder has still to appear. Prof. Gibbs
clearly separates the quaternionic question from the question
of a suitable notation, and argues strongly against the
quaternionic establishment of vector analysis. I am able (and
am happy) to express a general concurrence of opinion with
him about the quaternion, and its comparative uselessness in
practical vector analysis. As regards his notation, however, I
do not like it. Mine is Tait’s, but simplified, and made to
harmonise with Cartesians.

Abolition of the Minus Sign of Quaternions.

§ 102. In Quaternions, the square of a unit vector is — 1.
This singular convention is quaternionically convenient. But in
the practical vector analysis of physics it is particularly incon-
venient, being indeed, an obtrusive stumbling-block. All
positive scalar products have the minus sign prefixed ; there is
thus a want of harmony with scalar investigations, and a
difficulty in readily passing from Cartesians to Vectors and
conversely. My notation, on the other hand, 1s expressly
arranged to facilitate this mutual conversion.

Asregards the establishment of the elementary vector algebra,
that is quite simple (freed from the quaternion) ; it all follows
from the definitions of a vector and of the scalar and vector
products of a pair of vectors.

Now I can imagine a quaternionist (unless prejudiced) admit-
ting the simplicity of establishment and of operation, and the
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convenience of the notation, and its sufficiency for practical re-
quirements up to a certain point ; and yet adding the inquiry
whether there is not, over and above this vector analysis, a theory
of Quaternions which is overlooked: To this I would reply, Cer-
tainly, but it is not food for the average mathematician, and
can, therefore, never be' generally used by him, his practical
requirements being more suitably satisfied by the rudimentary
vector analysis divested of the mysterious quaternion. This
does not exclude the important theory of y and its applications.
Prof. Gibbs would, I think, go further, and maintain that the
anti- or ex-quaternionic vectorial analysis was far superior to
the quaternionic, which is, uniquely adapted to three dimen-
sions, whilst the other admits of appropriate extension to more
generalised cases. I, however, find it sufficient to take my
stand upon the superior simplicity and practical utility of the
ex-quaternionic system..

We may, however, if we wish to go further, after ex-
quaternionic establishment of vector algebra, conjoin the scalar
and vector, and make the quaternion, and so deduce the whole
body of Quaternions.  But sufficient for the day is the labour
thereof ; and we shall now be concerned with scalars and
vectors only. The reader should entirely divest his mind of
any idea that we are concerned with the imaginary ,/—1 in
vector analysis. Also, he should remember that unfamiliarity
with notation and processes may give an appearance of difficulty
that is entirely fictitious, even to an intrinsically easy matter ;
so that it is necessary to thoroughly master the notation and
ideas involved. The best plan is to sit down and work; all
that books can do is to show the way.

Type for Vectors. Greek, German, and Roman Letters un-
suitable. Clarendon Type suitable. Typographical
Backsliding in the Present Generation.

§ 103. We should, in the first place, fix how to represent
vectors, although in reality this is the outcome of experience.
A vector may obviously be denoted by a single letter ; and,
having defined certain letters to stand for scalars and others
for vectors, it is certainly unnecessary that the vectors should
be distinguished from the scalars by the use of different kinds
of types. But practical experience shows that it is very
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desirable that this should be done, in order to facilitate the
reading of vectorial work, by showing at a glance which letters
are vectors and which are scalars, and thus easing the stress
and strain on the memory. This is all the more important
because the manipulation of vectors sometimes differs from that
of scalars.

Now Prof. Tait usually indicates vectors by Greek letters.
But it is well known that a considerable familiarity with the
Greek letters—such as is acquired by studying the literature
of ancient Greece—is required before they can be read and
manipulated with facility. On the other hand, few are Greek
scholars, and in fact many people think it is about time the
dead languages were buried. Greek letters are, at any rate,
not very well adapted to a vector analysis which aims at
practicality.

Maxwell employed German or Gothic type. This was an
unfortunate choice, being by itself sufficient to prejudice
readers against vectorial analysis. Perhaps some few readers
who were educated at a commercial academy where the writing
of German letters was taught might be able to manage the
German vectors without much difficulty ; but to others it is a
work of great pains to form German letters legibly. Nor is
the reading of the printed letters an easy matter. Some of
them are so much alike that a close scrutiny with a glass is
needed to distinguish them, unless one is lynx-eyed. This is a
fatal objection. But, irrespective of this, the flourishing
ornamental character of the letters is against legibility. In
fact, the German type is so thoroughly unpractical that the
Germans themselves are giving it up in favour of the plain
Roman characters, which he who runs may read. It is a relic
of medizeval monkery, and is quite unsuited to the present
day. Besides, there can be little doubt that the prevalent
shortsightedness of the German nation has (in a great measure)
arisen from the character of the printed and written letters
employed for so many generations, by inheritance and accu-
mulation. It became racial ; cultivated in youth, it was inten-
sified in the adult, and again transmitted to posterity. German
letters must go.

Rejecting Germans and Greeks, I formerly used ordinary
Roman letters to mean the same as Maxwell’s corresponding
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Germans. They are plain enough, of course; but, as before
mentioned, are open to objection. Finally, I found salvation in
Clarendons, and introduced the use of the kind of type so
called, I believe, for vectors (Phkil. Mag., August, 1886), and
have found it thoroughly suitable. It is always in stock ; it is
very neat; it is perfectly legible (sometimes alarmingly so), and
is suitable for use in formulse along with other types, Roman or
italic, as the case may be, contrasting and also harmonising
well with them.

Sometimes block letters have been used ; but it is sufficient
merely to look at a mixed formula containing them to see that
they are not quite suitable. I should mention here, however,
that it is not the mere use of special types that converts scalar
to vector algebra. For instance, engineers have often to deal
with vector magnitudes in their calculations, but not (save
exceptionally) in their ‘vectorial signification. That is, it is
merely their size that is in question, and when this is the case
there is no particular reason why a special kind of type should
be used, whether blocks or another sort.

In connection with Clarendon type, a remark may be made
on a subject which is important to the community in general.
I refer to the retrograde movement in typography which has
been going on for the last 20 years or so. Many people, who
possess fairly good and normal ‘eyesight, find a difficulty in
reading printed books without straining the eyes, and do not
know the reason. They may think the print is too small, or
that the light is not good, or that their eyes are not right. But

« the size of type per se has little to do with its legibility ; a far
more important factor is the style of type, especially as regards
the fineness of the marks printed. The “old style,” revived a
generation since, and now largely in use, differs from the more
legible “modern style ” (of this page, for instance) in two re-
spects. It has certain eccentricities of shape, which make it
somewhat less easy to read ; but, more importantly, the letters
on the types are cut a good deal finer, which results in a pale
impression, as if the ink were 